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Teéna koe
Re: West Coast Harbours — Kawhia, Aotea and Whaingaroa .

Thank you for your letter of 9 August 2013 regarding the West Coast Harbours —
Kawhia, Aotea and Whaingaroa.

As you might be aware, the Maniapoto Mandate Strategy Steering Group has been
engaging with officials to develop a draft strategy to seek the mandate to settle all
Maniapato interests in comprehensive negotiations with the Crown. These interests
are likely to include the West Coast and Kawhia, Aotea and Whaingaroa harbours.

The Crown has a strong preference to enter into comprehensive negotiations with
recognised Large Natural Groups of tribal interests, rather than with individual hapi
or whanau within a tribe. This makes the process of seitlement easier to manage
and work through, and helps to coordinate overlapping interests. The costs of
negotiations are also reduced for both the Crown and mandated groups. Additionalily,
Ethotiationsallow the Crown and mandated representatives to work
out a seftlement package that includes a wider range of redress. By having a wide

range of redress, comprehensive settlements are more likely to be enduring because
they can address a greater number of needs.

With this in mind, | would encourage you to meet with representatives from the
Maniapoto Mandate Strategy Steering Group to discuss the interests you have
raised.

Naku noa, na
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