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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL 

 

1. My name is George Onehi, I am from Ngati Patu Poo and Ngati Ngahia. My 

ancestors since 1921 have lived at Lake Parangi. I give this evidence on behalf 

of Wai 1438. 

 

2. Lake Parangi is located on the hill of the Aotea Peninsula. From the lake you 

look over the entire Aotea Harbour as well as down into Kawhia Harbour. 

 

3. Lake Parangi is a Wahi Tapu of Ngati Patu Poo. It is considered bottomless by 

our people and our people believe that only those of us that come from Lake 

Parangi are able to swim in the Lake because it is so tapu (sacred). It is a lake 

full of history, and that is a history that needs to be protected.  

 

4. My Dad Te Kotahi Onehi grew up on Lake Parangi and did not tell me many 

stories about the Lake because it is too sacred, and he was concerned that if he 

told us stories we would go off and tell other people, and we all may be hurt 

from this.  

 

5. One story he did share with us is that on one side of the Lake there is a large 

Pohutukawa Tree. This is the spot where a woman who was heavily pregnant 

and wandering around the lake. It was here, at the tree that she gave birth to 

her child but sadly the child rolled down the beach and into the lake. My 

father shared this story with us as a way to make us laugh.  

 



6. When he lived there, there was a flax mill there, where our ancestors would sit 

and weave. We were also told of the Taniwha that lived in the lake. On 

occasion the lake would turn a luminous green colour, it couldn’t be explained 

by anyone, but I was told it was that colour when the Taniwha was present. 

 

7. Te Rauparaha also lived on the side of the lake. There are two Urupa on either 

side of the Lake. 

 

8. One of the people that live near the Lake, have managed to get a resource 

consent from the Otorohanga District Council to use the water from the lake 

for irrigation on their farm. No one from the council, or the person in question, 

consulted with me, or our people, as to whether they could use the water from 

the Lake for this purpose. 

 

9. If we had been consulted with, we would have opposed the consent because 

the Lake, and its water are so tapu to our people, and this wahi tapu needs to 

be protected for our future generations. 

 

10. My father, along with his brothers and sisters lived at the lake as I have said. 

They lived on the Pakarekare 1B1 block since 1921. They have been paying 

rates on this land since 1921, even though the land is and always has been in 

Maori title, and should never have had to pay rates on it. The Council 

eventually stopped asking for rates within the last 12 months. We then asked 

to be reimbursed for all the years of rates that we had paid. The Council 



informed us that is was not their practice to reimburse rates in situations like 

this. 

 

11. I have also heard korero that the Council wants to take water from the Lake to 

provide water to all of Kawhia. Me and my family would strongly object to 

this due to the mana associated with the lake, and the importance of it to 

Ngaati Patu Poo. 

 

12. One of my whanau attended a hui where it was discussed that the council are 

also planning to lay a pipe down so that they can pump the sewage and waste 

out to the sand dunes above Lake Parangi. 

  

13. These are grievances that we have had to suffer that we would like to see 

rectified, so that our family and hapuu can utilise the land to the fullest degree.	
  

	
  

14. It was my fathers dying wish that our whanau not sell the lake, but with the 

actions of the Council, we are struggling to keep my fathers wish alive. 	
  

 

Dated at Wellington 25 September 2013 

 

___________________________ 

George Onehi	
  

	
  

 

 




