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WAI 1112
WAI 1113
WAI 2351
WAI 2352
WAI 2353

of The Treaty of Waitangi Act 1975
(as amended)

Claims in the King Country Inquiry consolidated
under Wai 898

the Wai 1112 claim by MANIHERA FORBES and
MERE GILMORE on behalf of themselves and
Ngati Hikairo

the Wai 1113 claim by MANIHERA FORBES and
MERE GILMORE on behalf of themselves and
Ngati Hikairo

the Wai 2351 claim by FRANK THORNE on
behalf of himself and for the benefit of Ngati
Hikairo

the Wai 2352 claim by PHILLIPA BARTON on
behalf of herself and her whanau all of Ngati
Hikairo

the Wai 2353 claim by HINGA WHIU on behalf of
herself and the Honerau Tai Hauauru Whanau
Trust
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Introduction

| have tried to give an indication of overall land loss of the iwi. We
say the Crown has left the iwi landless and has failed to ensure
that our iwi has retained enough land for its present and future
use.

Today the kainga of Te Whatiwhatihoe is lost. It was first cut in
half by the confiscation.

The rohe of Ngati Hikairo was also broadly split in two by the

raupatu.

Land loss inside the confiscation district

4.

Our iwi believes we lost about 68,000 acres in the confiscation
district which we hold customary interests and today retain less
than 100 acres in individual Maori Freehold titles. The majority of

the lands were lost to private purchases in this area.

Land loss outside the confiscation district

5.

6.

Ngati Hikairo has about 51,000 acres within its customary rohe
outside the confiscation district and has lost about 41,000 acres
leaving about 10,000 acres of Maori Freehold land remaining in

individual ownership.

We lost most of our whenua to Crown purchasing.

Overall Ngati Hikairo Land loss

7. Intotal, Ngati Hikairo lost over 90% of our customary lands.

Conclusion

8. I strongly believe that the loss of our lands is a fundamental claim
of our iwi. The land is a source for tribal korero and tikanga. The
land is vital to our well-being spiritually and culturally and as an
economic base to feed and provide for our people.

9. | hope that we will own and control more land in the future and will

be able to draw our people back home to their whenua.



10. 1 also consider that the Crown was key to all of this land loss
whether directly through its confiscation legislation, public works
takings, or Crown purchasing or by providing the environment and

platform for other forms of land loss such as private purchasing.

FRANK THORNE





