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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL 

 

Answers by Frank Thorne to Crown law questions of clarification: 

1. At page 41 of your report, you state: Although the tupuna Hikairo II, is 

recognised as the eponymous ancestor of Ngati Hikairo, only a 

handful of constituent hapu actually descend from Hikairo II. 

1.1 Does this mean that Hikairo II gives his name to the iwi, but the 

whakapapa links that connect the constituent hapu derive from 

Rakataura? 

Answer 

It means that not all the hapū descend from Hikairo, and is stated to 

show a point of difference between the iwi make up Ngāti Hikairo, and 

that of many other iwi groupings, where in the most part, the majority 

of the hapū descend from the tupuna the iwi is named after. Two 

tūpuna, bring connections to the hapū, firstly is Rakataura III, who 

provides the whakapapa connections and associations with the lands, 

and secondly is Whakamarurangi who through leadership and cession 

of management brought the hapū under the iwi named after his father. 

2. In the following sentence, you state: The central tupuna figure who 

connects all the hapu and establishes the mana whenua of each is 

Rakataura. 

2.1 Is that a reference to Rakataura III? 

Answer 

Yes this statement is with reference to Rakataura III. Please, note the 

witness Rihare Tauwhare (Tiki Taimana) a highly regarded expert and 

source of information on Rakataura, often during the presentation of 

his evidence in 1887-88, merged the activities and actions of the four 

Rakataura, without clearly stipulating which specific Rakataura he was 

referring to. Personal knowledge of the author and kaumātua, have 

assisted in ascertaining which particular tupuna is association with 

which event. 
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Answers by Frank Thorne to Morrison Kent questions of clarification: 

 

1. At page 145 you discuss the 1911 Native Land Court hearing in 

relation to Nga Rota Parish and Mangapiko Parish Crown Grant 

lands. Are you able to please provide a Minute Book reference for 

these proceedings? 

Answer 

The reference for this is 14 Mercer Minute Book pp.309-311, 313-316. 

2. At page 181 you state "Newspapers reported the difficulty of providing 

for the masses at Whatiwhatihoe, and the pressure placed on the 

cultivations and resources." Are you able to please provide a 

reference for these articles? 

Answer 

The references for the articles relating to pressure on cultivations and 

resources at Whatiwhatihoe are: 

 

THE KING MEETING AT WHATIWHATIHOE. Hawke's Bay Herald, 

Volume XXI, Issue 6237, 1 May 1882, Page 3 provides description of 

cultivations and food stocks not adequate for the large expected 

numbers, and the need for visitors to bring food. 

 

THE NATIVE MEETING Auckland Star, Volume XIII, Issue 3662, 6 

May 1882, Page 3 This article provides a count of whare and tents 

and an estimated population of 1400. It does not detail food 

resources. Other than than to point a lack of European foods. But 

provides an idea of the large number of people occupying a small 

area. 

 

NOTES FROM WHATIWHATIHOE. (By a Visitor.) Waikato Times, 

Volume XXIII, Issue 1927, 11 November 1884, Page 2 Talks of a 

thousand in attendance at the meeting and the cultivations in the 

vicinity being very limited, and outsides sources likely to soon be 

exhausted. 

 

MAORI MEETING at MAKETU. Waikato Times, Volume XIX, Issue 

1590, 12 September 1882, Page 3 Although of a very negative 

perspective, this report details the realisation of the hosts of the large 

amount of food and resources used to cater for the large meetings 

held at Whatiwhatihoe 
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3. At page 188 you refer to Te Taheke Urupa (Kawhia 0 2 Sec 3B 1). 

Are you able to clarify your understanding of why this Urupa "was 

gazetted in 1974 for the benefit and use of the Ngati Apakura Tribe"? 

Answer 

An order was made in February 1941 to set aside the reservation in 

the name of Marae Erueti on behalf of Ngāti Apakura. The Tainui-

Kāwhia Inc set up a sub-committee to identify, survey and set aside 

reservations of urupā within the TKI boundaries. A few years 

attempting to do so, three urupā Te Pahi, Waimāori and Ngāti Toa 

were gazetted as Urupā Reservations in August 1974. Te Tāheke was 

gazetted in November 1974. I do not know the exact facts, but I have 

always believed that Tāheke followed suit, as it was already been set 

aside as a reservation, and was also techinically within the TKI 

boundaries. Perhaps, having registered and gazetted the other three, 

it had been picked up on by authorities, and therefore it was followed 

up for gazetting. 

4. At page 218 you discuss the lands at "Raukawa Inlet (Mangaora), on 

the north eastern flank of Motutara Peninsula." 

(a) Can you please confirm whether these lands being discussed are 

the Mangaora Block?  If not, can you please identify which land 

blocks are being referred to here? 

Answer 

As it is stated on page 218, not 220, the land known as Kōpare (which 

became Kāwhia A), is part of the north eastern portion of Motutara 

Peninsula. It is on the western shore of Raukawa Inlet (Mangaora), 

and is not part of the Mangaora Block. It is part of the original Kāwhia 

Block. A portion of the Kāwhia A is held by Mangaora A Inc. 

(b) You also say here that the harbour is "now extremely shallow and 

silted up due to deforestation." Are you able to please clarify 

where this deforestation took place and how this process of 

deforestation led to the harbour becoming silted and shallow? 
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Answer 

In the Report, Environmental values and observations of change, a 

survey of Ngāti Hikairo ki Kāwhia Moana by Dr Guy Penny with 

contributions from Frank Thorne & Weno Iti [see Wai 898, #N48(a)], 

there is detail regarding the sedimentation in Kāwhia in the chanels 

and also the inlets including Pūtī, deforestation in the Ōpārau and 

southern parts of Kāwhia have been slightly attributed to 

sedimentation. There were a range of causes for sedimentation. In the 

years of having discussions with kaumātua, deforestation has been a 

common cause for the sedimentation on the northern shores of 

Kāwhia. 

 

5. At page 220 you reference a letter of Ann Swann, the daughter of Mr 

Charleton. Are you able to clarify what time period Ann Swann would 

have been referring to when she states "the children attending there 

belonged to Ngati Hikairo, Ngati Apakura and half-castes?" 

Answer 

Yes I can confirm, that Mrs Swann identified that she was born in 

1838, and was living at Te Papa-ō-Kārewa in 1843. She said she 

attended the school under Dick Barrett, the first School master, that is 

same time she attended with Ngāti Hikairo, Ngāti Apakura and half 

castes. I believe she is talking about the 1843-1850s. She mentions 

she left Kāwhia in 1856. She would have been 18 then. 

 

6. At page 275 you say that as a result of these and other individual 

applications, "Ngati Hikairo received in excess of 5,000 acres in 

Crown Grants in the Pirongia Parish, Nga Roto Parish, Mangapiko 

Parish, West and East Alexandra Townships." Are you able to confirm 

that these were awards were made under the New Zealand 

Settlements Act of 1863? If not, under what authority were they made 

and when? 

Answer 

‘The New Zealand Settlements Act 1863’ and ‘The New Zealand 

Settlements Amendment and Continuance Act 1865’. 




