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Missionaries elsewhere were also assisting their panishioners in the booming agricultural
cconomy. There are conflicung opintons over who established and operated the staton at
Rauraukauere on the shores of Aotca Harbour; one suggests that it was Reverend Henry Hanson
Turton and his wife who, atter arnving at Aotea in 1840, ran the staton which they named
‘Beechamdale’. They remained there undl 1844, whercupon he was replaced by the Reverend
Gideon Smales, who, artiving in New Zealand at the same ome as Turton, remained at Aotea
und! 1855 or 1856, whereupon he was replaced by Schnackenberg.” Other sources suggest that
it was Smales who raised the necessary funding to establish Beechamdale, 2 station named in
honour of one of the London secretarics of the Wesleyan Missionary Socicty, John Beecham.
Smales tmavelled up and down the coast from Kawhia in the north to New Plymouth in the south
colleciing coatdbutions ranging from one shilling to {10, the latter amount one which he made
himself. A total of £120 was raised; the Aotea harbour website records that all bur four of the
contribudons (from Reverends Smales, Whiteley and Samuel Ironside, and a Kawhia resident
named John Lawrie) were made by Maor.® A list of subscribers and their contributons cao be
found as an appendix to this report.

Whatever the truth about who established the staton, under Smales’s guidance wheat
producton flourished, prompring a glowing assessment from the New Zealander in March 1846:

For some time past, wheat has been cultivated by the natrves, residing 1a a
valley called Beecham Dale’ at Aotea, and during the last two years, they
have had, each year, about one hundred acres of wheat At the harvest of
last year, these industrious, intelligent natives, expesienced their great want
of mcans to convert their grain into flour, and perceaved thar, unless the evil
was remedied, before the next hacvest, their culavanon of wheat was utterly
unprofitable and useless. The principal chuefs of the districts — and whose
names are worthy of record — Paora, Muriwhenug, Hoad Kingi, Te Ilaratua
and Te Manihera — about nine months since, determined on the erecton of
a water mill, and aided by the advice of their pastor, the Rev. Gideon
Smales, they have most completely accomplished their object and set a most
praiscworthy example to their own countrymen.b!
The report contnued by stating that, as with inland mills, the costs were borne by local Maori.

Stewart McMullen, again, was employed to oversee its ercction for a fee of £80. Local Maori

™ JF Mandeno, Wesleyan Missions on the West Coast and Inland’, Fosprints of History, 12 1, October 1988, p.17. See
Supporting Document 38. Smales was born in \Whitby, Yorkshire in 1817 and ordained as a Wesleyan mimuster in
1837. He acdved in New Zealand in May 1840 and marded Masy Anna Bumby seven months later. They had seven
children, all bom at Aotea or Kawhia, RT Vernon and CR Buckerndge, Te Mata-Aotea, Hamilton: AQ Rice Lid, 1973,
op.81, 84.

8 Notea Harbour New 7.ealand Visitor Information, http://wew.aoreabarbour.co.nz/wesley ssion-2.html.
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excavated the ground, fclied the umber, and brought the stones from Kawhia. ‘The mill
performs its work wel)’, the report noted, ‘at the rate of rwo bushels per hour, and is considered
the property in common, of those chiefs and their naoves, who assisted and contributed to its
erection.”™ Smalcs reported that McMullen’s £80 labour charge was met by the sale of a number
of pigs and an ox. ‘But’, he contnued, ‘the resule is interesting. It 1s extremely gratifying to scc
rwo or three old veterans in barbarous life sitdng for hours near the watenwvheel; its brisk ratding
noise seems to Impart pew hfe into their stupefied souls. They char with a new interest and
vigour around the machinery whilst the water dashes and foams beacath their feer™

The Aotca mill was the first Maoti-owned water-powered millf in the area.* There was
greater efficiency with water-powered mills over hand mills, not just in less intensive labour, but
also that 2 competent miller could dress the mill stones on site, rather than sending them, as 1n
the case of the hand mills, to Auckland for repair. Though its operation was short-lived the
Aotca mill heralded the start of mill construction in the Rohe Portac.

The New Zealunder reported on the knock-on effect the Aotea mill had on further
agricultural activity in the distrct. Tt stated that there were a further three mills under
constructon in Aotea distrdce, all under the supervision of McMullen. “The intelligence of the
mill at Beecham Dalc’, it noted,

as is usually the case among natves, has spread far and wide among them in

the interior; and besides the three mills in progress ... the nadves ar

Pehiakura, in the Waikato district, afe extremely desirous to possess the

same advantage. Mr H H Lawry, who has lately returned from that patr of

the country, has been commissioned by the chiefs at Pehiakura, to ascertain

full particulars in Auckland, as to the expense of material, and

superintendence of erccon. These nafves possess some horses, and are

very desirous 1o 3dd carts to their farming stock, to convey their produce 1o

the water side, to which from their own pa, and culnvaton grounds, they are

about to make good a r0ad.8
The same newspaper reported on Maori from the Mahol Pa on the Waiharakcke, Kawhia. 1t
stated that they had been in Auckland selling a great aumber of pigs in order to raise funds for
erecang a water-powerced flour mill on the Watharakeke. ‘Having realized the sum of £50° it

rccorded,

82 New Zealander, 14 March 1846, p.3.

 Smales’ letter dated 29 January 1847, quoted in Peg Curnmins, A History of Kawhia and It Districe, (p.40.

# RP Hargreaves, “The Maor Agnculmure of the .Auckland Province in the Mid-Nineteenth Cenrury’, p.69.
M New Zealander, 21 March 1846, p.2.
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they have deposited the money in the hands of a geatleman in Auckland,

who is to cash the orders they may draw from time to tme in favour of the

milwright as the work proceeds. Mr Waldron, of Kawhia, has engaged 1o

construct the Mill, and has been busily employed, procuring the necessary

iron work, &c. These spirited and praiseworthy Natves expect to rewum

again in the course of two or three months, with more pigs for sale, the

procecds of which are to be devoted 10 the same object.5
Reports such as these demonstrate well how Maon were acuvely engaging with Liuropeans to
advance their own economic state. Inter-hapu rivalrics Jed to competition which stmulated
district economies. By the end of the 1840s Auckland, within 100 miles of the northern frnges
of the King Country, had cemented itself as a key marcker for Waikato and King Country-
produced goods. With more mills being crected in the districts and Maon learning on a daily

basis how to maximize profits, the future looked promising.

Image 5: Hand operated steel flour mill as used by early European settlers

Source: Flour Milling & Baking in New Zealand: The first 150 years, Wellington: New
Zealand Association of Bakers, 1983, p.3.

8 New Zealander, 31 October 1846, p.2.





