11113

OFFICIAL

PAPERSPAST

Papers Past Home Introduction Search Browse

Papers Past > Daily Southern Cross > 8 March 1845 > Page 2 > LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Daily Southern Cross, Volume 2, Issue 99, 8 March 1845, Page 2

About this newspaper Article view ul:' List of search results i

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

On Tuesday last, the Legislative Council assembled for the session, the
three nenoffidal members being only publicly known on the previous day.
On the speech of His Excellency we have only to remark, that it was more
congratulatory and flattering as to the future, than explanatory and
satisfactory as to the present. Indeed, we may aver, that the interest and
anxiety of the public mind are so concentrated on the fate of the two Bills
the "Licensing General Dealers™ and the Property Rate Amendment® that
all else, at the present moment, is of minor importance. His Excellency
observed, he believed the most dark and trying period of the Colony has
already passed but, if these Bills become law, times still more disastrous
than ever yet known, in this colony, will most certainly and rapidly ensue
and neither confidence nor capital will ever be found in New Zealand,
however abundant its z-esources, or extraordinary its productiveness.
Gloom and despondency, doubt and distrust, universally prevail, at
present, and the determination of numbers, to quit the colony for ever, is
dependent, alone, on the issue of these Ordinances. Exclusive of the
proposed Ordinance for Licensing General Dealers, being so palpably
partial, and unjustly oppressive, on one particular cdass, the public have
very good reason now that the returmns of certain statistical facts are
received from the other settlements —to believe that the present Property
Rate Ordinance would reaiize, during the current year, if impartially
enforced and diligently collected, nearly the sum which His Excellency
anticipated of £8,000, and when the land claims to the southward are
arranged, a much larger amount may be jusly expected. But, if the Local
Government is not true to itself, what confidence or security can the
settlers repose in its ordinances Or, what inducement or satisfaction have
they to contribute justly, and to pay cheerfully, taxes and fates under an
ordinance, when it is so partially levied by the Government officers, whose
duty it is, not only to receive, but to collect, so flagrantly neglecting their
duty, and allowing some to evade altogether, and others to pay less than
their just rates The Licensing General Dealers’ Bill should be rejected by
the Legislative Coundil at once. It is partial, and consequently unjust it
would yield little or no revenue, for it would be evaded most completely

it would diminish the revenue under the property tax it would be most
injurious to the trade of the Colony and it would drive many most
respectable settlers from it. Let the Legislative Council bestow their full
consideration on the Property Rate Amendment Ordinance," not by
increasing at present the existing rates, but by amending the ordinance,
so that Commissioners or Assessors, be appointed in each settlement,
who, according to an agreed scale of valuation for each description of
property, should fix tho sum at which each settler should be rated on a
detailed descriptive return made by him. If the present Property Rate
Ordinance is so amended, with some few other alterations, and the
Government enforce rigid fulfilment of duty by its oificers, then our
prospects would become brighter our exports increase yearly, and when
confidence in the Government was established, inducement to capital
being embarked in the Colony would ensue, peace would prevail, and the
commercial prosperity of New Zealand would be ensured. On Thursday the
‘Legislative Council commenced the business of the session, and we refer
with the greatest pleasure to the proceedings of the day. In ntroducing
the Property Rate Amendment Bill, the Govemor completely set at rest all
ideas of the Customs being re-established, and very justly remarked, that
any such restrictions would assuredly check the commerce, and retard the
prosperity of the Colony. The arguments of Mr. Donnelly | were most
pertinently expressed, and he was most ably supported by Mr. Whitaker in
the sensible plan of discussing and passing the Estimates of Expenditure
before the introduction of ordinances for further taxation. His Excellency
the Governor, on Thursday, at the Legislative Council, laid on the table a
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