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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL 

1. This memorandum is filed by the Counsel Coordinating Committee (“CCC”); it 

addresses the evidence to be heard as a part of the Mahurangi Hearing Week 

(Hearing Week Seven), scheduled to commence on 10 February 2014.   

2. We have been informed that Mary Gillingham, who authored the Wai 1040 #A8 

Gifting of Lands report, will be unable to attend this hearing week to present a 

summary of the Gifting of Lands report. 

3. Some claimant counsel and Crown counsel have indicated a desire to have Ms. 

Gillingham present and be cross-examined rather than submit on written evidence. 

4. Accordingly, we suggest that the best course of action is to try to reschedule Ms. 

Gillingham during a hearing week when she is available to present in person.  

5. In lieu of the Gifting of Lands report being presented during the Mahurangi hearing 

week we propose to have Dr Barry Rigby present evidence based on his report: The 

Crown, Maori and Mahurangi (Wai 1040, E18 and Wai 674, #1).  His evidence is 

significant as there seems to be no other evidence in this inquiry committed to the 

unique series of Crown purchases known as the Mahurangi Purchase.   

6. Without Dr Rigby’s summary being presented on the Mahurangi Purchase, the 

Tribunal is unlikely to be have a clear overview from a technical perspective of how 

Maori in the Mahurangi became landless.  This will complement the Tangata 

whenua evidence that the Tribunal will hear during the hearing week.  It will also 

help with an exposure to the many overlapping and interwoven interests that existed 

at the time in the Mahurangi taiwhenua. 

7. The CCC has discussed this proposal with Crown Counsel, who have no objections 

to the proposed course of action. 

Dated at Auckland this 5th day of November 2013 
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Claimant Counsel – Linda Thornton  Bryce Lyall 




