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Téna koutou

1.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

Introduction

By direction dated 7 November 2006 | advised parties that the Tribunal
had contracted Dr Vincent O’'Malley to prepare a pre-casebook review
that would discuss the research currently available and additional
research required for the King Country evidential casebook (Wai 898,
2.5.6). The review has now been distributed by Tribunal staff.

Five preliminary research projects

I note that on page 100 of the review Dr O'Malley recommends that five
of the research projects:

“...would be required regardless of whatever approach is adopted
and regardless of the shape of the remainder of any King Country
research programme. The results of these projects would also
need to be available at an early date in order to feed into
subsequent research.”

Dr O'Malley further recommends that if claimants and other parties
agree on the need for this research, the projects could be
commissioned in advance of agreement on the contents of the rest of
the research programme as soon as funding and resources become
available.

The five projects are:

2.3.1 Te Reo Maori Sources Document Bank
2.3.2 Newspapers Document Bank

2.3.3 Petitions Document Bank

2.3.4 Maori Land Court Block Index

2.3.5 Statistical Overview of Land Alienation

There appears to be little disadvantage in beginning the process of
commissioning these projects prior to a fuller discussion on a research
programme at the upcoming March and May judicial conferences as
the projects are generic in nature and will be needed regardless of
which Tribunal inquiry process is followed. There is also significant
advantage in beginning the commissioning process early because the
information that will be provided by the projects will be needed for the
remaining research projects and it will minimise delay in beginning
those more substantive research projects (once agreement on the
research programme has been reached).
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2.5 Preliminary inquiries have been made of the Crown Forestry Rental
Trust staff, who have indicated that broad support would be required
from those involved in the inquiry district in order for the Trust to
consider funding any or all of the above projects at this stage. If there is
sufficient support and the Crown Forestry Rental Trust approves the
projects then there will, | understand, be an opportunity for claimants to
give input in finalising the scope of the projects.

2.6 | therefore direct Crown and claimant counsel to advise the Tribunal by
12 noon Friday 26" January 2007 whether they support or have any
objections to the commissioning of the five preliminary research
projects.

The Registrar is to send this direction to all those on the notification list for
Wai 898, the combined record of inquiry for the King Country claims.

NG reira, nga mihi o te Kirihimete ki a koutou. Ma te Atua koutou me & koutou
whanau e manaaki.




