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Te Rohe Potae District Inquiry, 29 November 2007

Té&na koutou

2.2

2.3

2.4

2.5

Introduction

This memorandum-directions addresses the release of transcripts of
judicial conferences.

Transcriptions

Parties will note that a transcription of the proceedings of the third
judicial conference, held on 1 October 2007, was recently placed on
the record of inquiry and distributed to parties (Wai 898 #4.1.1).

The current practice is that Tribunal staff prepare and/or distribute
transcriptions of the audio recording of judicial conference proceedings
on the instruction of the Presiding Officer. Previous judicial conferences
have not been transcribed. On this occasion | did not issue such an
instruction and did not intend that the proceedings be transcribed. This
was a mistake on the part of the Tribunal staff and is regrettable.

In my view transcription of judicial conferences s generally
unwarranted. There are several reasons:

o Judicial conferences are primarily concerned with interlocutory
matters and not substantive issues and therefore a record of
proceedings has little purpose;

« Transcription may discourage open and frank discussion at the
conference, particularly amongst claimants;

« It is not normal practice to transcribe judicial conferences of other
judicial or administrative bodies;

o It may be seen as a waste of scarce staff resources and judicial
time — strictly speaking, any transcription should be confirmed by
the Presiding Officer as accurate;

« It is likely to give rise to an unnecessary concentration on the
written transcript eg identifying typos, mistakes, and misattribution
of comments.

Having said that, there may be special circumstances where | consider
it is appropriate for the proceedings at a judicial conference to be
transcribed. In any such instance any request and decision should be
made at the commencement of the judicial conference, so that all
speakers are aware that their statements are to be transcribed.

For the avoidance of doubt and for the benefit of future planning, | note
that it is intended that hearings in this Inquiry will be transcribed unless
| direct otherwise.
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Te Rohe P@tae District Inquiry, 29 November 2007

2.6 Thé Registrar is directed to remove the transcription (Wai 898 #4.1.1)
from the record of inquiry.

The Registrar is directed to send this direction to all those on the notification
list for Wai 898, the combined record of inquiry for Te Rohe Pdtae District
Inqui

Dated at Whangarei this 29™ day of November 2007.
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