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May it please the Court: 

 

1. This memorandum responds to the direction that counsel for Lowndes 

Associates should update the Court regarding any direct referral 

application concerning the wreck of the MV Rena by 29 November 

2013 (refer paragraph 9, minute of the Court dated 23 July 2013, 

following the judicial conference held in Tauranga on 18 June 2013). 

2. Lowndes Associates can report that it remains the owner’s position 

that a resource consent application regarding the Rena is its preferred 

option.  Based on current work-streams it is expected that a formal 

decision by the owner will be made in early 2014.  The application 

itself should be ready for lodgement within a month or two thereafter.  

The owner’s intention remains that it will seek direct referral of the 

application. 

3. It has taken longer than had been anticipated for the owner to be in a 

position to make a final decision to this effect.  The reasons for the 

delay are first that the owner has commissioned a broad range of 

assessments and reports to address potential adverse effects on the 

environment and these are nearing completion.  Secondly, in 

response to earlier (draft) reports and consultation with tangata 

whenua and the wider community, the owner has commissioned 

further work (including the very significant task of removing the 

accommodation block) which has yet to be completed. 

4. The owner hopes to have the wreck in as close to what will be the 

proposed ‘consented state’ as it can before finalising any resource 

consent application.  It therefore seeks to have until 31 January 2014 

to advise the Court of the position. 

5. The context of the Court’s direction was the Court’s indication that it 

would hear any such application together with the appeals against the 

Council’s decision on Variation 1 to defer the natural character 

classification of the Astrolabe Reef. 

6. The appeals on the natural character classification of Astrolabe Reef 

were the subject of mediation before Commissioner Olliver in 
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Tauranga in September 2013. All parties to the mediation agreed to 

resolve the appeals in respect of Astrolabe Reef. Consent order 

documentation prepared by the Regional Council’s solicitors is 

currently in circulation among the parties.   

 

Dated:   26 November 2013  

 
 
 

 
 
______________________________ 
Matthew Casey QC / Stuart Ryan 
Counsel for Lowndes Associates 




