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MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL:

1. The purpose of this memorandum is to respond to the Tribunal’s memorandum and

direction dated 31 Mazch 2008, seeking a Crown response by 4 Aptil 2008.

2. The request from the Wai climants tepresenting Ngati Taré, Ngati Matingi and
Ngati Hinewai claimants is for an urgent Tribunal hearing. The claimants seek the
slowing of the CNI process to allow discussion with the applicants prior to the
formulation of any proposal that would see the Crown divest itself of the Taurewa

Fotést or any part thereof by way of settlement.

3. Before embarking upon further consideration of the groups’ application, the

Tribunal has asked the Crown to file 2 memorandum setting out:

31 the assessment that has been made of these groups’ interests in the Taurewa
blocks;
32 how the Crown proposes to address those intetests in the context of a CNI

forest settlement;

33 a timetable for engagement with Ngati Tara, Ngat Maringi and Ngati

Hinewai.
4, These quesﬁons are answered below. First some preliminary comment is made.
Background
5. As has been explained in eatlier Crown memoranda to the 'fribunal (Wai 1200

#3.500, 29 February 2008; Wai 1200 #3.5.231, 21 February 2008), this is a process
that has been generated by the offer of leaders of significant CNT iwi' wishing to
propose to the Crown a treatment of Central North Island forest and so as to
gtapple with the resolﬁtion of Treaty of Waitangi claims and accommodate difficult

issues of ovetlapping interests.

6. Terms of Agteement were signed with representatives of key iwi in the Central

North Island in February. As the Tribunal notes in its 31 March 2008 memorandum

! The memorandum filed today on behalf of Tuwharetoa makes reference to the Crown’s large natural grouping policy.
The Crown’s view of the process here is that it has been generated by the initiative of CNI iwi leaders and,
importantly, the proposal reflects their approach to treatment of the forest land.
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the group has expanded. Ngati Manawa and Ngati Raukawa are participating in the

ptocess. Te Pumautanga have been closely involved in the process.

As the Tribunal has been advised, the next step has been formal presentation of the
proposal today. Thete is then more to be done. The Crown is yet to respond in

detail to the proposal.

The Crown has advised the Ttibunal that‘ it needs to consider the level of iwi support

before it can accept any proposal.

It is in this context that we address the Tribunal’s questions and say that an urgent

inquiry and the slowing of the process as requested by the claimants is not warranted.

The assessment that has been made of these groups’ interests in the Taurewa blocks

The Taurewa Forest

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

The Taurewa Forest is located to the south-west of Lake Taupo on parts of the

former Okahukura and Taurewa Blocks.

It is approximately 1,322 ha and represents approximately 0.75% of the total area of

forest land included in the Terms of Agreement.

Accotding to the CFRT’s Repott to Appointers 2006-2007, rentals received for the
yeat ending March 2007 were $52,290, and accumulated rentals were $687,498.

Taurewa Fotest is located on land that was subject to the Tribunal’s National Park
District Inquiry. Hearings in that inquiry were completed in July 2007. The Crown
is aware of the claims of Ngati Tara, Ngati Maringi and Ngati Hinewai concerning
the Okahukura and Taurewa blocks made as part of t:lmf inquiry. Likewise, the
Crown is aware of other claims, by groups claiming affiliation to Whanganui and

Ngat Tuwharetoa, concerning these blocks.

Evidence was presented to the Tribunal concerning these groups, and land blocks,

including:

2 The land is distinct from Landcorp’s Taurewa Farm.
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15,

14.1 Ballara, “Ttribal Landscape Overview, c1800 — ¢1900 (Taupo, Rotorua,

Kaingaroa & National Park overlap sub district”;
14.2 Stirling, “Taupd-Kaingaroa 19" Century ovetview”;

14.3 O’Leaty, “Central Cluster Claims — A Report on upper Whanganui District
Claims™;
144  Pickens, “Opetation of the Native Land Coutrt in the National Park Inquiry

District in the 19" Century”;

14.5 Hemara, “Central Claims Charitable Trust Oral and Traditional History

Project”;

14.6 Belgrave & Young, “Northern Whanganui Cluster. Oral and Traditional
History Report”.

In addition, a significant number of tangata whenua briefs were filed addressing these

claims.

How the Crown proposes to address those interests in the context of the CNI forest
settlement.

16.

17.

As recorded in its memorandum dated 29 February 2008, the Crown is awate that
some groups, including Ngati Tara, Ngati Maringi and Ngati Hinewai, are outside the
CNI Collective. The Crown is awate that Ngati Tuwharetoa identifies whakapapa

links with these groups and understands the groups ate also linked with Whanganui.

In the Collective proposals there is a proportion of interests in the CNI forests
coveted by the Terms to be retained by the Crown to address claims of groups who
are not part of the Collective. The interests claimed by Ngati Tara, Ngati Maringi

and Ngati Hinewai will inform the Crown’s response to that aspect of the proposal.

A timetable for engagement with Ngati Tara, Ngati Maringi and Ngati Hinewai

18.

19.
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The Crown facilitator has taken steps to contact Rangitauira & Co representing the
three applicant groups. The Crown facilitator wishes to meet with representatives as
soon as possible. There are further steps to be taken before there is any finality in

this process.

The steps ate as follows:



19.1

19.2

19.3

19.4

- 19.5

Soon after the presentation the Crown will respond to the Collective as to
the extent to which it is in broad agreement and any issues that need to be

resolved and worked upon;

Each iwi in the Collective will hold hui-a-iwi as they consider appropriate to

consider the proposal;

The Crown and Collective will consult with non-Collective groups to give

them an opportunity to respond to the proposal;

The Collective will then provide evidence of broad support to government.
This will be assessed and, on the basis of that assessment, a determination

made as to whether any other process steps are required;

The Crown will then provide a substantive response to the Collective’s
proposal based on the resolution of outstanding issues and the evidence of

broad suppott.

20. Importantly, the facilitator is available for additional contact with groups outside the

Collective so that their interests and stance can be communicated and understood

along the way. The Crown invites direct contact with the claimants here and, as

noted above, Mr Gardiner has been endeavouring to putsue that point.

Conclusion

21. The Collective’s proposal has been presented today. There is further work to be done

on the proposals. Thetre is a further process intended for engagement with groups

claiming interests in the CNI fotests.

22. Consistent with the position expressed in the Crown memotandum dated

29 February 2008, the Crown considers that Tribunal intervention by way of an

urgent heating at this point would undermine and not support the process.

4 April 2008

708190_1

/ ,
ardy / -

Cro Counsel



TO: The Registrar, Waitangi Tribunal
AND TO: Claimant Counsel

708190_1



