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27 March 2007

Judge Ambler
Waitangi Tribunal
PO Box 5022
WELLINGTON

Téna koe e te Rangatira,

RE: EXTENSION OF TIMELINE FOR RAUKAWA TRUST BOARD’S
SUBMISSION ON KING COUNTRY INQUIRY BOUNDARIES

As representatives of the WAI 443 and WAI 398 claimant grou‘p, the Raukawa-
Trust Board (the Board) writes to respectfully request an extension to the
deadline for submissions on changes to the King Country Inquiry boundaries.

Having received advice most recently from the Office of Treaty Settlements,
the Waitangi Tribunal, the Crown Forest Rental Trust and several different
legal opinions the Board is now in a more informed position with regard to our
Treaty Claims strategy.

It is due to the timeliness of this advice, amongst other operational issues,
that we now seek an extension to the deadline for submissions on the King
Country Inquiry.

Raukawa’s Proposed Treaty Strategy

The recent advice received by the Board indicates that it would be ideal for
Raukawa to pursue a specific inquiry for the whole of the Raukawa area. It
seems that this would be advantageous given the Board’s mandate to
represent nearly all claims within its boundaries, the settled claims
immediately adjacent to the Raukawa rohe and our desire to pursue and
expedite the claims process in a timely fashion.

The Board intend to present a submission to the Chief Judge to advocate for
the case of a Raukawa specific inquiry in the immediate future.




However, given the timeliness of the King Country Inquiry, advice suggests
that the Board make a submission to extend the boundaries of the King
Country Inquiry to include the entire Raukawa area.

The four Raukawa marae in the Wharepihunga area of the King Country
Inquiry have recently reaffirmed the Board’s mandate to represent the
relevant hapu with regard to Treaty claim issues. The WharepUhunga hapu,
Kaumatua Kaunihera and the governance body for the Board itself support
such a submission being lodged. ’

If the Tribunal was to decide not to incorporate the Raukawa area within the
King Country inquiry the Board would still maintain an interest given its
responsibilities to represent the Wharepuhunga hapu.

We apologise for the late request for an extension and any inconvenience that
may be suffered as a result. Unfortunately our advice has been most recent
and so we respectfully ask that the Tribunal consider extending the
submission timeframe for one month.

If you require any additional information or wish to clarify any issues raised by
the Board please do no hesitate to contact either Chris McKenzie, Raukawa
Trust Board Treaty Claims Manager on 027 531 8573 or Dickie Farrar the
Board’s General Manager on 027 590 1702.

Heoi ano,
RAUKAWA TRUST BOARD
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John Edmonds
Chairperson
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