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Introduction 

This scoping report provides an overview of the existing knowledge, research sources, and 

research concerns that relate to specific issues regarding the introduction and operation of 

railways in the Te Rohe Potae district inquiry. It helps to clarify the focus of the issues that will 

be addressed in a subsequent, main report. 

The scoping report first outlines the background to the commissioning of a Rohe Potae railways 

scoping report and then details the research questions identified in the commission. This is 

followed by an overview of research sources, which identifies material that will shed light on the 

research questions and notes the issues for which there appears to be insufficient source material. 

A chapter outline then briefly summarises the proposed content of the main report, clarifying key 

issues to be addressed in each chapter as well as presenting some preliminary research. The 

scoping report concludes with a potential timeline for the work required to prepare the main 

report. 

Commission Background 

This project is part of the Te Rohe Potae casebook research programme. Following the decision 

of Judge Ambler to proceed to a district inquiry in November 2006, Dr Vincent O'Malley was 

engaged to prepare a review of the research requirements for the inquiry. A draft research 

programme was formulated and circulated in May 2007 after consultation with claimants on the 

potential research outlined by Dr O'Malley. This research casebook programme was finalised at a 

judicial conference hel~ on 1 October 2007. The research programme contains a number of 

preliminary and main projects, this being one of the main projects, the fourth in research theme 
j 

four, focused on unique types of land alienation and tide issues. It should be noted that a separate 

railways project was included in the casebook as a result of feedback from claimants, who regard 

railways as a very important issue for this inquiry. 

The 1 October 2007 judicial conference also identified a number of priority projects to be 

commissioned. Although this project was not one of those, it was commissioned at the same 

time with the understanding that it may help the priority projects proceed as rapidly as possible 

due to its close links with the political erigagement theme reports. 
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Issues Identified in Commission 

The scoping report commission asks the researchers to 'identify and clarify the research issues, 

identify primary and secondary evidential sources and suggest approaches and timeframes for a 

subsequent main research report' and sets out a number of key questions: 

A. The extent to which the construction and operation of the railways in this district 
reflected the understandings and assurances made in the negotiations between the 
Crown and hapu and iwi in the 1880s; 

B. whether land and resources acquired for railway pUlposes were significantly in excess 
of agreements in the negotiations, or of what was required for the actual railway 
route, and whether alternatives to taking, such as leases for specific railway purposes, 
were seriously considered by the Crown; 

C. whether compensation for land and resources taken for-the railway w~s adequately 
provided for and whether the compensation awarded was properly paid; 

D. the impact of railways takings on remaining lands, such as landlocked land, loss of 
access to urupa, and commercially unusable land between the railway line and roads; 

E. the relationship between railway development and the creation and management of 
native townships; 

F. the impact of the development and operation of the railways on hapu and iwi 
communities in the district and on their exercise of authority, including the impact of 
construction camps on local communities and the role of railways in enabling liquor 
to be introduced outside of community control; 

G. any benefits that Maori communities derived in the Te Rohe Potae district from the 
arrival and operation of the railway, and the extent of any restrictions on 
opportunities to gain economic benefit from the railway, such as the use of legislative 
monopolies to prevent Maori selling resources such as timber; 

H. any later developments or agreed changes in understandings over the railway 
subsequent to the original negotiations, including over whether some land might be 
given free of charge, later Government and Native Land Court understandings and 
determinations of compensation payments for lands, and later inquires into railway 
issues and agreements in the district, including the inquiry conducted by Justice 
Smith in 1946; 

1. negotiations and agreements over the restructuring of the railways in the 1980s, 
ownership of the railways corridor and any current issues concerning railway lands in 
the inquiry district; 

J. issues relating to lands taken but never used for railway purposes, lands taken to fund 
railways and the returns oflands (and railway housing) no longer required for railway 
purposes; 
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K. the relationship between the development and operation of the railway and the 
Crown's land purchasing and land settlement policies. . 

Issues Raised by Claimants 

.All Statements of Claim that raise issues relevant to the commission questions have been 

identified and examined during the preparation of this scoping report. The Appendix lists all of 

these Statements of Claim and details the issues they raise in respect of railways in the Rohe 

Potae inquiry district. 

As well as examining Statements of Claim, the authors have ·also familiarised themselves with 

issues raised by claimants at a number of research hui held before the commissioning of the 

project in July 2008. Also, in August 2008, the authors attended research hui held at 

Taumarunui, Te Kuiti, Hamilton, and Wellington. At these hui, the authors discussed the scoping 

project and their preliminary research into the questions set out in the commission. In early 

November 2008, after the release of a draft scoping report, another two hui were attended at 

Otorohanga and Hamilton. 

At all of these research hui, claimants have raised questions and provided feedback in respect of a 

number of issues. These issues are briefly detailed here and are also highlighted in the proposed 

chapter outline, which suggests where the issues should be addressed in the main report. To a 

large extent the issues raised by the claimants before July 2008 are reflected in the commission 

questions. Claimants have raised issues relating to the following matters: 

• government strategies and aims for railway construction in the nineteenth century, 

including the use of railways as a means of imposing Crown authority; 

• early surveys of proposed routes for NIMT; 

• agreements and understandings reached between Rohe Potae hapu/iwi and the settler 

government prior to the construction of the NIMT, and any subsequent agreements; 

• the process of taking the land required for the NIMT, including how objections were 

dealt with, whether or not compensation was paid, and if compensation was paid -

how this was determined; 

• the extent to which Maori benefited economically from the railway, including the role 

Kawhia committee, construction contracts and use of natural resources (timber, 

gravel); 
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• the impact of the railway on canoe transport and how this affected the traditional 

Maori economy; 

• social impacts relating to construction workers entering the district and any associated 

introduction of liquor; 

• funding for railway construction, including Crown land purchasing to pay for the 

NIMT and to create land for European settlement; 

• links between the NIMT and changes in Maori settlement patterns, particularly any 

possible movement of marae to locations near the railway line; 

• impact of railway on burial grounds and the creation of 'landlocked' areas that had no 

legal access or were made into small uneconomic parcels; 

• connection between the NIMT and the creation of Native Townships; 

• issues concerning lands taken for the railway that were not required for the operation 

of the railway, including any sale of these lands or railway houses; 

• land takings for any branch lines, particularly a proposed line to K:awhia; 

• any ongoing economic or social benefit (or lack of) from railway employment and 

housing; and, 

• recent events, including issues surrounding the privatisation of railways and 

repurchase into public ownership, and also the potential use of railway land for Treaty 

settlement purposes. 
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Sources 

A considerable volume of source material relevant to the issues detailed in the scoping 

commission has been identified. All of this material, which covers a range of different source 

types, is listed in the Bibliography. This section briefly discusses the sources and identifies the 

issues that they relate to.l 

1. Reports Submitted to and Produced by the Waitangi Tribunal 

Several research reports discuss and present evidence that is relevant to some of the issues 

detailed in the scoping commission. Some of these reports were prepared for the Tribunal's 

Whanganui inquiry. The northern part of the Whanganui inquiry district include~ lands that lay 

within the southern boundary of the Rohe Potae. The North Island Main Trunk railway (NIMT) 

was built through these lands and other lands in the Whanganui inquiry district that lay further 

south. 

A number of reports examine the interaction between Rohe Potae hapu/iwi and the settler 

government in the 1880s, when the King Country was 'opened' to the NIMT, the operation of 

the Native Land Court, and Crown land purchase activities. Cathy Marr's 2004 report on the 

purchase of the Waimarino block, commissioned for the Whanganui inquiry, includes a detailed 

account of the negotiations and events surrounding the opening of the Rohe Potae.2 (The 

Waimarino block had been part of the Rohe Potae.) Marr views the agreements reached in 

respect of the survey and construction of the railway as being part of a wider 'compact' between 

Rohe Potae hapu/iwi and the government. Rohe Potae leadership agreed to the railway, but in 

turn expected that the government would support their requests for measures that would enable 

Rohe Potae hapu/iwi to manage and retain ownership of their land. Marr details a number of 

specific agreements and understandings relating to the railway, which concerned the land required 

for the railway and certain short and long-term benefits that the railway would bring Rohe Potae 

hapu/iwi. Marr also explores the connection between the railway and the land purchase policies 

pursued by the government in the King Country from the late 1880s. She claims that the 

government sought to pay for the construction of the railway through purchasing Maori land 

cheaply and on-selling it at a profit, setting aside considerable sums of money for this purpose 

1 Where this report uses 'Rohe Potae', the authors are referring to the area defined in the 1883 petition submitted by 
Rohe Potae hapu/iwi to the House of Representatives. When referring to the lands within the district inquiry 
boundary the area is specified as the 'Rohe Potae inquiry district'. 
2 Cathy Marr, 'The Waimarino purchase report', a report commissioned by the Waitangi Tribunal, 2004 
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under the North Island Main Trunk Railway Loan Application Act 1886 and Amendment Act 

1889. 

In his 2006 report on the opening of the Rohe Potae, prepared for the Crown Law Office, 

Donald Loveridge focuses on the negotiations and events between 1882 and 1885, when Rohe 

Potae hapu/iwi agreed to the construction of the NIMT.3 H~ also briefly examines subsequent 

developments relating to Maori land legislation, the operation of the Native Land Court, and the 

government's land purchase policies. While covering much of the same ground as Marr, 

Loveridge draws on a different range of sources and in particular gives weight to contemporary 

newspaper reports. Loveridge disputes the idea that the opening of the Rohe Potae was 

conditional on a single understanding or 'contpact' between the government and Maori. Rather, 

he argues that a series of agreements led, in stages, to the opening of the district. Like Matt, 

Loveridge provides details of the specific agreements reached in respect of the railway. He 

suggests that when Te Rohe Potae leaders agreed to the construction of the railway they did not 

have fixed expectations regarding the legislative changes that they sought in order to manage 

their lands. In explaining why some of the assurances made by government ministers in the 

period between 1882 and 1885 were not later fulfilled, Loveridge indicates that this was pardy a 

result of changes in government, which brought to power individuals who had different political 

priorities and lillie awareness of the earlier agreements. 

Marr's 2004 report and Loveridge's 2006 report build on other, less detailed reports that also deal 

with or include some discussion of the negotiations and events that led to the opening of the 

Rohe Potae. These include reports by Alan Ward and Robyn Anderson.4 Cathy Marr's 1996 

Rangahaua Whanui report on the alienation of Maori land in the Rohe Potae provides an 

overview of the negotiations and subsequent Crown land purchasing. This report also includes a 

brief discussion of the establishment ofTe Kuiti and Otorohanga Native Townships and the 

later alienation of the township lands. The relationship between the Native Townships and the 

NIMT is one of the issues raised in the scoping report . 

. 3 Donald Loveridge, 'The Crown and the Opening of the King Country 1882-1885', a report for the Crown Law 
Office, February 2006. 
4 Alan Ward, 'Wai 48 and related claims: Whanganui ki Maniapoto', a report commissioned by the Waitangi Tribunal, 
March 1992; Robyn Anderson, 'Whanganui Iwi and the Crown 1880-1900', a report commissioned by the CFRT, 
December 2004. 
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In his 2003 report on the Taumatamahoe block, commissioned for the Whanganui inquh-y, 

Stephen Oliver also touches on some of the issues identified in the scoping commission.s The 

Taumatamahoe block was located in the upper Whanganui district and extended into eastern 

Taranaki, lying outside the Rohe Potae. Oliver provides some details concerning the selection of 

the route of the NIMT. (One of the proposed routes ran through the Taumatamahoe block.) 

He also briefly discusses the opening of the Rohe Potae and the Crown land purchasing that 

followed. The Taumatamahoe block was partly purchased with funds raised under the North 

Island Main Trunk Railway Loan Application Act 1886. 

Philip Cleaver's 2004 report on the public works takings in the Whanganui inqui1:y district 

includes a section on the taking of land for the NIMT in that district.6 Cleaver examines whether 

compensation was paid for the lands taken for the track and stations. He claims that Maori 

agreed to the construction of the railway on the condition that they would receive monetary 

compensation for the land requh-ed, but that this agreement - in the Whanganui inquiry district at 

least - was not upheld. Cleaver also examines additional takings for the railway in and around 

Taumarunui. Grant Young and Michael Belgrave, in theh- oral and traditional history report for 

the northern Whanganui cluster, also provide details of the taking of land for the NIMT in the 

Taumarunui area.? 

The Tribunal's 1993 Potlakal1i Report briefly examines the selection of the route of the NIMT and 

describes the negotiations that saw the Rbhe Potae opened to the construction of the railway and 

operation of the Native Land Court.s This inf01mation provides historical context to the report's 

main focus: the survey and alienation of the Maraeroa and Pouakani blocks and, to a lesser 

extent, issues concerning certain natural resources associated with these lands. (The Maraeroa 

and Pouakani lands, located in the western Taupo district, lay within the boundaries of the Rohe 

Potae. However, the inquiry district includes the Maraeroa block, but not the Pouakani block.) 

The railway did not pass through the Maraeroa and Pouakani blocks, but the lands were subject 

to Crown land purchase associated with the railway. The POJfakal1i Report includes a brief 

discussion of the North Island Main Trunk Railway Loan Application Act 1886 and North Island 

Main Trunk Railway Loan Application Amendment Act 1889, noting that certain partitions of 

5 Steven Oliver, 'Taumatamahoe block report', a report commissioned by tbe Waitangi Tribunal, 2003. 
6 Philip Cleaver, 'The taking of Maori land for public works in tbe Whanganui inquiry district, 1850-2000', a report 
commissioned by tbe Waitangi Tribunal, September 2004. 
7 Grant Young and Michael Belgrave, 'Nortbern Whanganui cluster: oral and traditional history report', a report 
commissioned by the Crown Forestry Rental Trust,]une 2007. 
8 The POllakalli Report, Brookers, Wellington, 1993. 
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the Pouakani block were purchased with funds raised under the 1889 Amendment Act. The 

Potlakani Report makes no findings in respect of the railway and associated land purchase policies. 

2: Books, Articles, and Reports 

A significant number of published books, articles, and reports contain useful information. 

Owing to time constraints, it has not been possible to examine all of the items listed in the 

bibliography. Instead, a selection of the most relevant looking material has been examined from 

a range of different types of publication - a total of about 25 books, articles, and reports. 

Broadly speaking, this matel1al falls into four categories: historical works dealing with railways, 

local histories, autobiography, and reports produced or commissioned by the national rail 

operator from 1980. 

There are several useful books that concern the history of the NIMT.9 These books do not 

discuss in any depth the negotiations that led to the opening of the King Country, but do provide 

details on the political impetus to connect Auckland and Wellington by rail, the process of 

selecting a route, the construction of the railway, and, to a limited extent, its later operation. 

Some of these books include relevant photographs that might be used to illustrate the main 

. railways report. One of the most useful books is Single Track by R.F. Fletcher, which provides a 

detailed account of the construction of the railway, including Maori involvement in this work. 

This book is based partly on extensive newspaper research, but unfortunately it is not well 

referenced to original sources. 

As well as books that deal specifically with the NIMT, there are books, articles, and reports that 

discuss the history of railways in New Zealand generally.lO These publications provide useful 

contextual information on the development of railways, the role of railways in the national 

economy, and the restructurii:lg of railways that was undertaken during the 1980s. 

A number of local histories also include details relevant to the issues set out in the scoping 

commission. For example, Laurie Barber's history ofWaipa County discusses early forms of 

9 In particular, see James Cowan, N01tb Islaud Maill T17l11k ratlllJqy: a descriptive alld bistorical stOIJI, New Zealand Railways, 
Wellington, 1928; R.S. Fletcher, Sillgle Track: Tbe COllst17lctioli qftbe Nortb Islalld Maill T17l1lk RaiblJqy, Auckland, William 
Collins, 1978; B Pierre, N01tb Islalld Maill T17IIIk Lille: All Illtlstrated History, Wellington, 1981. 
10 In particular, see R.Y. Cavana, Raiftvqy rystem itl Ncw Zealalld: case sttlc!:y ill strategic cballge, Graduate School of Business 
and Government Management, Victoria University, Wellington, 1992; David Leitch and Bob Scott, Nelv Zealalld 
Raiftvqys: Tbe First 125 Ycars, Heinemann Reed, Auc~and, 1988. 
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river transport, the economic impact of the railway after it re~ched Te Awamutu, and proposals 

to construct a branch line to Kiwhia. 11 In his history of the King Country, Dick Craig provides 

some details of the construction of the railway, including certain information on the interaction 

between local Maori and the European workers who came to work on the railway from outside 

the district.12 Unfortunately, Craig's work is not well referenced. 

There are at least two autobiographical works that include relevant information. One of these is 

written by Isaac Coates, who was contracted to build the section of the NIMT that lay between 

the Puniu River and Te Kuiti.13 Coates recalls his experiences during the construction work, 

including the employment of Maori labour and a dispute with Maori over the extraction of river 

gravel required for the work.· "Another relevant autobiographical piece records the reminiscences 

of J ohn Baxter Lawson, who was also involved in the construction of the railway in the K:.ing 

Country. 14 

Numerous reports commissioned or produced by the national rail operator provide useful 

information on the restructuring that took place from the mid-1980s. The influential 1983 report 

prepared by United States consultants Booz, Allen, and Hamilton is of particular importance.15 

This report proposed a raft of changes aimed at making the recendy corporatised national rail 

operator, the New Zealand Railways Corporation, profitable. The annual reports of the 

Corporation,and its successor from 1990, New Zealand Rail Limited, provide a general picture 

of the restructuring process that was carried out, including the disposal of railway lands. 

3: Theses 

A number of theses contain relevant information. As with the other secondary sources, only a 

preliminary examination of the thesis material has been undertaken. The majority of the theses 

listed in the bibliography are concerned with the broader political and economic context of 

railway construction in New Zealand, and will therefore be helpful in forming the wider historical 

context of the NIMT. 

11 L.H. Barber, The Iliew From Pirolllia: the history ifWaipa COUllty, Richards Publishing in association with Waipa 
County Council, Auckland and Te Awamutu, 1978. 
12 Dick Craig, Killg COUlltry: Ne))1 Zeahlld's last frolltier, 1990. 
13 Coates, Isaac, 011 Record, Paul's Book Arcade, Hamilton, 1962. 
14 John Baxter Lawson, 'Reminiscences of an early King Country settler', instalment 1, Footprillts if History, no. 2, May 
1989, pp33-34. . 
15 Booz, Allen, and Hamilton, ComprehCllsive review if operatiolls alld strategic optiolls evaltlatioll, New Zealand Railways 
Corporation, Wellington, 1983. 
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For example, G.W Heron's 'The Development of Railway Policy in New Zealand and the 

Growth of the North Island Railway System before 1908' discusses the influence the geography 

of New Zealand played in the politics of New Zealand's railway construction. He argues that 

rugged terrain and general isolation made railway construction a comparatively capital intensive 

project in New Zealand leading to tensions between provincial and central government 

interests.16 Importantly, he also highlights the explicit links between the construction of railways 

in New Zealand and the opening of the country to European settlement.1
? Also of particular 

relevance, Heron's thesis includes a narrative of the construction of the NIMT and a detailed 

comparison of the 'co-operative contract system' of construction initiated by the Liberal 

Government and the older contract system used by previous administrations.18 The majority of 

the NIMT was constructed under the co-operative system, which may have limited the use of 

Maori labour in construction. Finally, his thesis provides a helpful chapter on the contribution of 

North Island rail to the economic development of New Zealand. 19 

Other theses listed in the bibliography provide similar material for different time periods, 

including Waterson's 'Railways and Politics 1908-1928' and Drayton's 'The Development of the 

Railway System of New Zealand 1870-1881.20 

A number of additional theses examine aspects of the Maori-Crown relations in the King 

Country, supplementing the reports submitted to and produced by the Waitangi Tribunal. These 

include P.J.L. Skerman's 1972 thesis 'The Dry Era: A History of Prohibition in the King Country, 

1884-1954'. Skerman's examination of prohibition includes an overview ofiwi and Crown 

negotiations prior to the cons~ction of the NIMT and the place of prohibition within these 

discussions.21 It also includes chapters on the government's administration of liquor laws in the 

King Country.22 In addition, it describes the impact of the illegal smuggling of alcohol on railway 

construction settlements such as Te Kuiti and Taumarunui, with particular attention paid to the 

local Maori population.23 Appended statistical tables detail alcohol related criminal convictions in 

16 G.W. Heron, 'The Development of Railway Policy in New Zealand and the Growth of the North Island Railway 
System before 1908', MA Thesis, University of Auckland, 1946, pp3-11, 19-20. 
17 Heron, pp12-13. 
18 Heron, pp92-105, 131-137. 
19 Heron, pp143-148. 
20 M.] Drayton, 'The Development of the Railway System of New Zealand 1870-1881', Honours Thesis, Victoria 
University of Wellington, 1936; D.B Waterson, 'Railways and Politics, 1908-1928: A Study in the Politics of 
Development in a Twentieth Century Social Democracy', MA Thesis, University of Aucldand, 1959 
21 P.J.L. Skerman, 'The Dry Era: A History of Prohibition in the King Country, 1884-1954', MA Thesis, University 
of Auckland, 1972, ppl-31. 
22 Skerman, pp32-96, 168-199. 
23 Skerman, pp61-96. 
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the King Counu-y.24 Skerman's thesis also includes the chapter 'The Pact Question', which 

examines government historians A. McLintock's history of 1953, which dismissed the idea of a 

'Scared Pact', contrasting it with Maori perspectives on the negotiation.s of the 1880s.25 Other 

theses include Ann Parsons on's 1972 thesis 'Te Mana 0 te Kingitanga Maori: A Study of 

Waikato-Ngatimaniapoto Relations during the struggle for the King Country, 1878-84'.26 

4: Official Publications 

The Appmdices to tbe Journals of tbe HONse of&presmtatives (AJHR), New Zealand Ga!(fltte, and New 

Zealand Parliammtary Debates all contain important evidence that is relevant to the issues set out in 

the scoping commission. TheAJHRincludes the annual reports of the Public Works 

Department, which provide details of the construction of the NIMT and the Stratford

Okahukura railway, part of which lies in the Rohe Potae inquiry district. The Public Works 

Department reports also provide some details of the lands purchased with funds raised under the 

North Island Main Trunk Railway Loan Application Act 1886 and Amendment Act 1889. The 

annual reports of the Railways Department, also printed in the AJHR, provide some details of 

the operation of the NIMT following the opening of the line. As detailed in the bibliography,.the 

AJHR also includes a number of relevant special reports, select committee reports, and reports of 

commissions of inquiry and royal commissions. These relate to the selection of the route of the 

NIMT, the operation of railways generally, and the issues surrounding the prohibition of liquor in 

the King Country. 

The Nel}J Zealand Ga!(fltte includes proclamations relating to railway construction and the taking of 

land for railways. A search of the Ga!(flttc has been carried out to identify all relevant 

proclamations relating to railways in the Rohe Potae inquiry district. The Nel}J Zealand 

Parliamcntary Debates have not been examined during the scoping work. . However, one of the 

Tribunal's research support projects involves a search of the Debates for material relevant to the 

Rohe Potae, including issues concerning railways. The Debates may contain useful evidence 

relating to the decision to establish a rail connection between Auckland and Wellington, the 

s.election of the route for the Main Trunk railway, and the policy to pay for the railway through 

land purchase. In the 1980s, it is likely that the debates will reflect on issues relating to the 

restructuring or railways. 

24 Skerman, pp236-243. 
25 Skerman, pp134-167. 
26 Ann R. Parsonson, 'Te Mana 0 te Kingitanga Maori: A Study ofWaikato-Ngatimaniapoto Relations during the 
struggle for the King Country, 1878-84', MA Thesis, University of Canterbury, 1972. 
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5: Archival Records 

The scoping process has identified a large number of potentially relevant government records 

held by Archives New Zealand. This material is mostly held in Wellington, with some also. in 

Auckland. The records belong to the following five government departments (or their successor 

agencies): Railways, Public Works, Lands and Survey, Maori Affairs, and Legislative. Time 

constraints have meant that it has only been possible to look at a sample of the material. 

Approximately 100 files have been examined during the scoping process - files held in both 

Auckland and Wellington. In selecting these files, care was taken to look at material from each of 

the five government departments identified above. Within the records of each department, files 

relating to all relevant subject categories and time periods were examined. 

The majority of the government records identified at Archives New Zealand are files of the 

Railways Department. From the files examined, it is evident that the Railways records contain a 

large amount of relevant information. This includes details of the agreements reached between 

Rohe Potae hapu/iwi and the settler government before construction work began on the NIMT 

in 1885.27 It also includes information on the leasing of land held by the Railways Department in 

the Rohe Potae inquiry district up to the late 1980s.28 There is also a small amount of material 

that relates to the socio-economic role of railways in respect of employment and housing.29 

Other material sheds light on railway operations and the NIMT's role in the local and national 

economy.3D The Railways files also include useful, general information on the restructuring of 

railways that took place during the 1980s, providing details of the development and 

implementation of rationalisation policies, including staff cuts and land disposal.31 In addition to 

written material, the Railways records include a large photographic collection, which contains a 

number of photographs that might be used to illustra,te the main railways report. 

An examination of a selection of Public Works Department records has revealed a range of 

relevant material, including files relating to the surVey of the NIMT, the provision of certain 

27 See, for example, R 3 W2278 2161910/3916/1 part 1, Fencing- Main Trunk Railway, 1880-1907, ANZ 
Wellington. 
28 See, for example, .ABJQ 17005 W5448 57 L42774, Bevan - grazing and cropping at Ongarue, 1969-1989, ANZ . 
Wellington. There are also files that discuss general policies and procedures relating to the leasing of railway land. 
See, for example, R 3 W2381 43 1915/3935 part 1, Leasing Railway Land, 1895-1956, ANZ Wellington. 
29 In respect of employment, see, for example, .ABIN W3337 1-4, New"Zealand Railways Lists of Staff, 1913-1985, 
ANZ Wellington. In respect of housing, see, for example, AAEB W3199 10907/2393/3 part 3, Allocation of 
Houses at Te Kuiti, 1940-1957, ANZ Wellington. 
30 See, for example, R 3 W2278135 1907/3906/2 parts 1-3, Frankton-Taumarunui Train Services, 1914-1949. 
31 See, for example, .ABJP W4103 67 501/76/4 part 1, Staff Activities Linked to Corporate Downsizing, 1986-1987, 
ANZ Wellington. 
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construction materials, and a proposed branch line to Kawhia.32 The Public Works records also 

include plans of the various areas of land that were taken for railways in the Rohe Potae inquiry 

district under public works legislation.33 Lands and Survey files also contain material that relates 

to the land required for railways in the inquiry district. This includes registers that detail land

taking proclamations and compensation payments, and also files that deal with specific takings 

and disposals.34 

The most important Maori Affairs records are a number of special files that contain important 

correspondence relating to the opening of the Rohe Potae, including material that specifically 

concerns iwi's agreement to the construction of the railway.35 From the twentieth centuty, the 

reports of district welfare officers include some references to the Railway Department's 

employment of Maori in the Waikato and King Countty districts.36 

While there are a large number of Legislative Department records that concern railways, it 

appears that this material contains little information relevant to the issues set ~)Ut in the scoping 

commission. The Legislative records that have been examined include tile minute books and 

correspondence ofparliamentaty committees, including the 1884 select committee that selected 

the route of the NIMT.37 Unfortunately, this material provides only a record of proceedings and 

does not provide any substantial record of the committees' discussions. 

As well as the archival material held at Archives New Zealand, there is also some relevant 

material held by LINZ and Ontrack, which relates to the disposal of railway lands tilat took place 

from the mid 1980s. This material, which has not been examined during the scoping process, 

includes land plans and files that relate to the disposal of individual land parcels.38 

32 See, for example, the following files: W 1 19/578, North Island Main Trunk [NIMT] - Rochforts and Williams 
surveys [brunt], 1883-1884, ANZ Wellington; W 321485/1 part 1, 60,000 sleepers for North Island Main Trunk 
railway, Marton-Te Awamutu, c.1878-c.1895, ANZ Wellington; BBAD 1054 2088e 20/1/4, Railways - Hamilton
Kawhia - Raglan, 1920-1922, ANZ Auckland. 
33 The plans are found under the accession WOOO. 
34 See, for example, the following files: ABWN 8117 W5280 129-140, parts 1- 12, Proclamation Registers (Railways 
Purposes), 1874-1952, ANZ Wellingotn; BAOB 1542 1493a 9/25 parts 1-12, Main Trunk Railway Line, 1915-1980, 
ANZ Auckland. 
35 See, for example, MA 13 75 43(a and b), King Country Special File No. 61- correspondence, reports, 
compensation, laboru and meetings relating to North Island Trunk Railway in Maori and translated, 1883-1885, 
ANZ Wellington. 
36 See, for example, MA W2490 138-139 record no. 36/29/2 parts 1-5, Welfare Officers Report - Waikato
Maniapoto, 1951-1962, ANZ Wellington. 
37 In respect of the 1884 select committee, see LE 1 217 1884/4 - Committee - North Island Main Trunk Railway, 
ANZ Wellington. 
38 Details about this material were provided by Paul Kelly (LINZ) and Peter Trotman (Ontrack), who were involved 
in the work of disposing of surplus railway land. 
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6: Manuscripts 

A small amount of potentially relevant manuscript material has been identified. This material is 

mosdy held by the Alexander Turnbull Library, with other material also held by the Auckland 

University Library and local institutions. It primarily consists of records that niight be relevant to 

the negotiations that preceded the opening of the Rohe Potae or to the construction of the 

NIMT. Only two items have been examined during the scoping process - papers relating to the 

construction of the railway. One of these items concerns the activities and observations of a 

Public Works Department engineer; the other relates to the experiences of a missionary who 

visited the construction camps.39 Both of these items concern construction work outside the 

Rohe Potae inquiry district, between Taumarunui and Taihape, but the material nevertheless 

provides an insight into the European communities that developed during the construction of the 

railway and interacted with local Maori. 

7: Newspapers and Magazines 

It is evident that newspapers contain a substantial amount of information that is relevant to the 

issues set out in the scoping commission. Several of the secondary sources noted above rely 

· significandy on newspaper reports when discussing the political impetus for a main trunk railway, 

the selection of a route, the negotiations between Rohe Potae hapu/iwi and the setder 

government, the construction of the railway, and the ceremonies that marked the beginning and 

I · f . k 40 comp etion 0 construction wor . 

A systematic search of newspapers has not been undertaken as part of the scoping project. 

However, in a project commissioned by the Crown Forestry Rental Trust, a selection of 

· newspapers have been searched and indexed for issues relevant to the Rohe Potae inquiry.41 This 

work has identified a significant number of newspaper articles relating to railways. 

Further newspaper research will be required during the preparation of the main report. A search 

· of the National Library's Papers Past website will be undertaken for selected time periods, 

particularly for reports on the construction of the line and the interaction that occurred between 

39 MS-ll03, Peter Keller, 1880?-1961, Reminiscences, ATL. MS-Papers-6504, Brian H Walton, 1913-, Papers relating 
to the Parker and Walton families, ATL. 
40 In particular, newspapers are an important source or information in the following secondary works: Loveridge, 
'The Crown and the Opening of the King Country 1882-1885'; and Fletcher, Sillgle Track. 
41 Walghan Partners, Rohe Potae Newspapers, a research project commissioned by the Crown Forestry Rental Trust, 
October 2008. 
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workers who entered the Rohe Potae and local Maori - an issue that is not well covered in other 

sources. The Papers Past site captures a selection of newspapers from across New Zealand, some 

of whom may have sent correspondents into the Rohe Potae to report on construction progress 

- a matter of national interest. A search will also be made of the Maori language newspapers that 

are indexed on the Nitfpepa: Maori Newspapers website catalogue.42 

As well as newspapers, there are also a number of magazines that contain relevant source 

material. Of particular importance is New Zealand Raibvqys, a magazine published by the publicity 

branch of the Railways Department, which contains a number of useful articles, including 

historical material by writers such as James Cowan.43 There are also several relevant-looking 

Railways' staff and union magazines? including the StciffBttlletin, published between about 1950 

and 1975. This magazine, which has been indexed, includes articles on the operation of the 

NIMT. 

8: Oral History 

Oral history is a potentially valuable source, and it is suggested that it should be included in the 

research work to be undertaken during the preparation of the main report. Interviewees will 

hopefully shed light on certain issues that do not appear to be well represented in the written 

sources, especially the significance of railways to the Maori community during the twentieth 

century. Specifically, these issues concern employment, housing, community life, and the impact 

of the restlUcturing in the 1980s. 

If oral history is to be undertaken, sufficient time will have to be set aside for consideration of 

the appropriate methodology, for carrying out interviews, and for the subsequent transcription 

and analysis of the interview material. At this stage, no steps have been taken to identify 

potential interview subjects, who would ideally be members of the claimant community who were 

employed by the Railways Department (or their families). 

The potential use of oral history as a research source was discussed with claimants at research hui 

attended in Taumamnui, Te Kuiti, and Hamilton during August 2008. In response to the 

proposal, it was suggested by one claimant that many men who had been employed by the 

42 Papers Past URL: www.paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/; Nittpepa: Maori Newspapers URL: www. nzell.saell.uleth.ca/ cgi
bin/library?a=p&p=about&c=niupepa. 
43 See, for example, the following article concemingJohn Rochfort's route survey of the North Island Main Trunk 
railway: 'The Trail of Adventure', Neill Zeala/ld RaibllqJIS, October and November 1933. 
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Railways Department were now deceased, but that useful information could be provided by 

surviving family members. 

9: Tangata Whenua Evidence from other Inquires 

Relevant information concerning the railways in the Rohe Potae inquiry district may also be 

located in the tangata whenua briefs of evidence pl'esented in the Tribunal's Whanganui, Central 

North Island and National Park inquiries. A search of these briefs will be undertaken during the 

preparation of the main report. 

10: Documentary Films. 

Two documentary films concerning the NIMT, produced for television, have been identified and 

viewed during the scoping project: a 1981 production by Television New Zealand and a 1996 

production .by Memory Line Productions.44 These films provide only a basic narrative of the 

construction and subsequent operation of the railway and will not be useful as a source for the 

main report. 

The National Film Unit does not appear to have produced any films concerning the operation of 

the NIMT in the King Country. 

11: Sound Recordings 

A search of Radio New Zealand's Sound Archives (Nga Taonga Korero) identified several 

relevant recordings, which·relate largely to the restructuring of the 1980s, featuring interviews 

with politicians and officials. This material has not been assessed, but might provide useful 

contextual information on the development and implementation of rationalisation policies in the 

1980s.45 

Issues not Represented in Available Sources 

Little or no relevant written source material has been located in respect of two of the issues raised 

in the scoping commission: first, the impact that the construction of the railway may have had on 

wahi tapu; and, secondly, the impact of railway takings on lands that remain in Maori ownership 

44 Television New Zealand, Lalldmarks: The Maill T17l1lk Lim, 1981, F51865, Film Archive. Memory Line 
Productions, NOIth Islalld MaiJl Tmllk, 1996, F52931, Film Archive. 
45 Radio New Zealand's Sound Archives URL: (Nga Taonga Korero http://www.soundarchives.co.nz/) 
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(in particular, whether the railway has resulted in some Maori holdings, including wahi tapu, 

becoming 'landlocked' and left without legal access). Without relevant source material it may not 

be possible to comment substantially on either of these issues in the main report. However, if 

claimants come f01ward with details concerning particular sites - research of land titles and plans 

that might confirm where the railway has physically impacted upon wahi tapu or resulted in land 

becoming landlocked - further investigation will be conducted. In the Whanganui inquiry 

district, claimants raised the issue of an urupa near National Park being bounded by the NIMT 

and a road. 
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Proposed Chapter Outline of Final Report 

Due to the early stage of this project the following proposed chapter outline shoul,d be· 

considered provisional. Changes to emphasis and structure are likely during the course of 

research for the final report. 

Chapter One: Railways, Politics and Settlement in New Zealand 1863-1880 

Chapter one of the substantive report will establish the general historical context and immediate 

background to the construction of the NIMT, concentrating on the progress of rail construction 

in the North Island until 1880 and economic and political forces driving this process. Essentially 

it will examine why the settler government wanted the trunk line as well as some of the problems 

it faced in achieving this goal. The chapter will largely rely on existing secondru:y research and 

official sources such as the AJHR This section of the scoping report will provide some 

preliminary research and raise further questions and issues that will need to be addressed in the 

final chapter. 

Railway construction in nineteenth century New Zealand, especially in the North Island, was 

explicidy conceived of as a tool of colonisation by successive settler governments. (The use of 

railways as a means of imposing Crown authority is an issue that has been raised by claimants at 

research hui.) Rail was a way of 'opening' previously closed or isolated areas of the country, 

gaining access to new lands, natural resourc~s and establishing communication links to further 

th . fttl 46 e expanslOn 0 se ement. 

As Gee comments: 

As will be noted from the discussions in Parliament, and from the newspapers, railways in 
New Zealand were regarded - and righdy so as vitally essential feature of colonising 
activity, because they gave communications to scattered centres, provided inland areas 
with access to markets and ports, and enabled settlers to commence farming on new land 
with a degree of convenience which the frequendy primitive roads of the early days were 
not able to provide.47 

Maori, like other indigenous peoples around the world, were often invisible in these settler plans 

(except as a barrier to their progress). Consequendy, Maori frequendy experienced the negative 

46 G.W. Heron, 'The Development of Railway Policy in New Zealand and the Growth of the North Island Railway 
System before 1908', MA Thesis, University of Aucldand, 1946, pp12-13; Neil Atkinson, Trailllal1d: HOIII Raihllt1Js 
Made Neill Zealal1d, Ramdon House, Aucldand, 2007, p25; James Belich, Makillg Peoples: A History qf the NeJlJ Zcalallders 
FroIJ/ Polyllesiatl Settle1lJC/lt to the Elld qfthe NilleteC/lth Cmtllry, Penguin Books, Auckland, 1996, pp351-353. 
47 F.E Gee, 'The North Island Main Trunk Railway, New Zealand: A Study in the Politics of Railway Construction', 
Thesis, University of Auckland, 1949, p2. 
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impacts of rail construction and resulting expansion of Pakeha settlement, such as accelerated 

land alienation and, from a their perspective, destruction of the pre-railway environment. 48 

Julius Vogel, Colonial Treasurer and later Premier of New Zealand, was perhaps the most 

articulate promoter of railways as a tool of colonisation. Vogel believed the national rail system 

should be designed and constructed as a trunk system, as he made clear in 1870 when he brought 

his first Financial Statement before the House of Representatives .49 A hunk line is usually 

defined as a railway linking two (or more) important, usually distant centres. Branch lines are 

usually smaller lines that often connect smaller centres to the main trunk, service the locality 

around an urban centre, or serve a specific purpose, for example, to support extractive industries 

(timber, coal or gold). Voge1proposed that this. system would both open up new land for 

settlement and provide employment for new immigrants in construction and operating the new 

railways. 50 He also outlined a plan in which land, presumably Maori owned, would be purchased 

or granted to contractors around the new railway and sold to settlers in order pay for the costs of 

. construction. 51 In essence, Vogel hoped to 'reawaken the "colonizing spirit'" through public 

works.52 Leitch and Stott summarise well: 

New Zealand's railways were envisaged [by Vogel] as being of two kinds: those which, as 
in England, would connect established centres through settled land, and those which, as 
in America, would open up the country for settlement. Generally speaking, the South 
Island Main Trunk represented the former, the North Island Main Trunk, the latter. 53 

The romance associated with rail, its presumed correlation with rapid economic growth, and its 

general status as a symbol of 'progress' in the nineteenth century mind compounded the political 

drive for railway construction. The connection between railway and the politics of settlement in 

New Zealand is an important context within ~hich the construction of the NIMT must be 

viewed. These ideas will be explored in more depth in Chapter One of the final report, potentially 

comparing New Zealand's case with the role of railways in other colonial settings. 

The concept of connecting Auckland and Wellington via a trunk railway was discussed publicly as 

early as the 1850s. Yet the progress of rail conshuction in New Zealand was slow, the first 

locomotive to run a regular service in New Zealand only began operation in Christchurch in 

48 Atkinson, p2S. 
49 Parlia1lIClltaD' Debates, Vol. VII, pl02. 
50 Pariia1llmtaD' Debates, Vol. V1I, pl02. 
51 Gee, p12; Heron, p21; Leitch and Stott, Neill Zealalld Raihl/i:rys: The First 125 Yem:r, Heinemann Reed, Auckland, 
1988, pS. 
52 Atkinson, p28. 
53 Leitch and Stott, pS. 
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1863.54 In the same year, an anonymous pamphlet was published promoting the concept of a 

trunk line between Auckland and Wellington. In his vision the writer, 'Settler', imagined Waikato 

and Ngaruawahia as the new capital of New Zealand, laying in the middle of 'The Great Trunk 

Railway of New Zealand'connecting Auckland and Wellington. 55 When the pamphlet was 

published, the construction of a North Island main trunk faced major obstacles. Much of the 

central North Island was unexplored by Europeans and the colony was embroiled in an 

expensive war with Maori who lived on the land through which the rail would have to pass. In 

addition, provincial government influence over railway construction created tensions over who 

would pay for larger trunk lines that served a more 'national' function, restricting most rail in 

New Zealand to small locally funded branch lines within provinci;U boundaries.56 These 

provincial 'jealousies' were intensified by the expensive war being waged in the North Island. The 

'Auckland-Drury' line authorised in 1863 to aid the war effort in the Waikato was the only 

attempt at extending rail south from Auckland during the 1860s. In 1868 construction on the line 

was ceased due to engineering and financial difficulties.57 

By 1870, the situation in the North Island had stabilised in comparison to the previous decade, 

with the North Island conflict coming to an uneasy end. However, the war left the economy 

depressed, immigration rates low and large areas of the North Island, including the Rohe Potae, 

still largely outside of government authority. 58 It was in this context that Vogel announced his 

ambitious public works and immigration policy based on heavy government borrowing of foreign 

capital in order 'revive' the failing colony, or as Premier Fox put it to ere-illume that sacred 

fla.rn"e,.59 Although he still met political and public opposition, it was generally accepted and 

ushered in nearly a decade of railway expansion. Under Vogel's public works initiative, public 

railways grew from just 76 km of open line in 1870 to 1828 km by 1880.60 Through a 

combination of financial restrictions and political compromise, Vogel's original plan of trunk 

lines in the North and South Islands was limited to branch lines that were hoped to form future 

parts of more ambitious trunk lines.61 Moreover, the growth initiated by Vogel's scheme was 

54 Leitch and Stott, ppl-3; Gee, p6. 
55 Gee, pp6-7. Two branch lines would also connect Hawkes Bay and Taranaki to this new capital. The line would 
unify the country ending any talk of the South Island establishing a separate colony, as Wellington was well 
connected to the south by steamers, thus shortening the lines of communication between Auckland and the south. 
56 Leitch and Stott, pp2-3; Gee, pp7-8. 
57 Heron, p41-45. 
58 Cathy Marr, The Aliellatioll if Maori Lalld ill the RohePotae (Aotca Block), Waitangi Tribunal: Rangahaua Whanui 
Series, 1996, p8. 
59 Quoted from Atkinson, p29. 
60 W.A Pierre, 'Railways on a Shoestring (1863-1899)' in Gordon Troup (ed), Steelwads ifNe))J Zealalld: All Illllstrated 
SUrl/lI)l, AH. & AW. Reed, 1973, pl0; Leitch and Stott, p4. 
61 Gee, pp24-30. 
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limited to the South Island, where by 1880 over three-quarters of New Zealand's rail was in 

operation.62 The situation in the North Island remained largely the same as the previous decade. 

Maori resistance, low population and rugged geography made rail construction slow. 

Nevertheless, some developments toward a North Island main trunk. were made during the 

1870s. In 1871 work was renewed on the Auckland-Drury line and agreements were made to 

extend the line south to Mercer.63 Over the next two years discussion in government moved 

toward extension of the line from Mercer to Ngaruawahia, as part of a main trunk to the south of 

the island:64 In the 1873 Railways Bill it was decided that a survey was required to ascertain the 

best route for the North Island main trunk. south from Ngaruawahia.65 In 1874 the Chief 

Engineer's findings were reported in the Public Works Statement. Four possible routes are 

specified in the report, three west of Lake Taupo and one to the East (see Map 2).66 The findings 

of the report were of a preliminary nature as none of the lines to the west of Lake Taupo could 

be physically ass~ssed as these areas were still within the 'King Country' aukati and closed to 

Pakeha. In conclusion, a route to the east of Taupo was acknowledged as possible but ultimately 

undesirable due the considerable lengthening of the line required and the·difficult engineering 

involved crossing the eastern central plateau. Essentially, the Chief Engineer believed that 'if the 

country on the West Coast were open to survey' a western route could be ascertained and would 

be desirable.67 The survey underlined the fact that no progress on a North Island main trunk. 

could be made until the government negotiated entry to the 'King Country' or Rohe Potae, as the 

logical.routes passed through that territory. 

By the end of 1880 the line from Auckland reached the 'frontier' town ofTe Awamutu in the 

south Waikato, only a matter of miles from the Puniu River, the boundary of the aukati.68 In the 

south it had reached Marton from Wellington. From the settler governments perspective the 

urgency of the need to gain entry to the 'King's Country' was increasing. The best route for the 

main trunk. needed to be ascertained in order to advance settlement in the North Island. 

However, as Marr has pointed out, the government did not want to risk further armed conflict, 

or even protracted resistance to survey and construction, making 'the most promising alternative' 

62 Atkinson, p38. 
63 R.S Fletcher, Sillgle Track: The COllstmetioll qfthe Maill Tmllk Raibvay, Williams Collins Publishers Ltd., Auckland, 
1978, p42. 
64 Gee, pp41-42. 
65 Gee, p42. 
66 AJHR 1874, VoLI, E3, pp58-59. 
67 AJHR 1874, VoLI, E3, p59. 
6B Atkinson, p40. 
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renewed negotiations with Rohe Potae hapu/iwi to allow the railway on a mutually beneficial 

basis.69 In effect, the imperative of settlement pushed the government toward negotiation with 

the Rohe Potae hapu/iwi. 

A number of issues highlighted in this proposed chapter will need to be advanced dltough 

further research in the final report. For example, the financial and political developments created 

by the abolition of the provincial system of government in 1876 need some examination as they 

contribute to the increased freedom of central government to pursue a hunk line policy. 

Consequendy, these developments form part of the immediate context of the renewed 

government efforts of negotiation with Rohe Potae hapu/iwi in 1880s. Also, an examination of 

the Parliammtary Debates needs to be conducted in order to form a detailed understanding of 

government perspectives on a North Island main trunk and its relation to settlement, economic 

development and as a possible solution to the 'Native problem'. Gee's thesis, focused on the 

political aspects of the NIMT, provides an excellent starting point for such a search.70 

69 Cathy Ma.rr, The Waimarino Purchase Report, a report commissioned by the Waitangi Tribunal, 2004, WAl 903 
#A60, pp99-100. 
70 F.E Gee, 'The North Island Main Trunk Railway, New Zealand: A Study in the Politics of Railway Construction', 
Thesis, University of Auckland, 1949. 
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Chapter Two: The Railway Agreement 1882-1885 

Chapter two of the main report will examine the negotiations and understandings reached 

between Rohe Potae hapu/iwi and government officials regarding the construction and operation 

of the NIMT in the district. It will cover the period from the beginning of negotiations in 1882 to 

the 'turning of the first sod' ceremony in 1885, which marked the start of the NIMT construction 

through the Rohe Potae. Given the complexity of the negotiations, as well as the early stage of 

research, the following outline is reliant on existing reports' and focuses on specific areas that will 

need closer examination in the substantive report. It should be noted that the general significance 

of the Rohe Potae hapu/iwi - government negotiations in the district, and more particularly the 

specific agreements and understandings reached in regard to the construction of the NIMT, 

make the topic cif railways in the district comparatively unique. It is for this reason that this 

project has been separated from the standard public works report. Claimants, understandably, 

have expressed 'the view that the negotiations surrounding the NIMT should be closely 

examined. 

Chapter two of the main report has strong connections with the political engagement reports 

under way for 'the Te Rohe Potae inquiry. Although the NIMT was the central focus of the 

negotiations, they came to encompass a range of important issues for the district, ultimately 

resulting in the 'opening' of the Rohe Potae to European settlement. These issues included, 

perhaps most significantly, the introduction and operation of the Native Land Court and 

associated land administration system into the district. As Marr makes clear, over the protracted 

course of negotiation, government officials attempted to obtain only what was required 

specifically for the railway. Conversely, the Rohe Potae leadership attempted to use the railway as 

leverage to gain broader concessions and reforms in order to effectively 'manage' the 'opening' of 

the district.?1 As a consequence, this project will have links with Marr and Barclay's Political 

Engagement 1870-1917 report, project 6 of the research casebook, as their work will examine in 

detail the broader political issues of the agreement. In order to avoid unnecessary overlap, the 

proposed chapter will primarily examine railway-specific aspects of the agreement, drawing on 

Marr and Barclay'S research in regard to the wider issues. 

The Rohe Potae negotiations that relate to the NIMT can be divided into three key stages 

connected by a number of important intermediate events. The first stage was Native Minister 

71 Man:, 'Waimarino', plOD. 
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Bryce's initial discussions with the Kingitanga in 1882.72 Soon after, in September 1882, 

important legislative steps were taken toward NIMT construction in the shape of the North 

Island Main Trunk Loan Act, which enabled the government to raise a loan of up to £1,000,000 

for that purpose (New Zealand's total GNP at this time is estimated to be £32 million).73 

Negotiations then shifted from Tawhiao and the Kingitanga to discussions with an 'interior 

alliance' of Rohe Potae hapu/iwi, with Ngati Maniapoto chiefWahanui as the principal 

representative of the collective. These events were followed by the second stage, centred on an 

agreement for the exploration of a railway line in March 1883, after several earlier government 

attempts at survey were turned back at the aukati. The survey of the possible western routes 

began once this agreement was secured. This was followed by a period of over a year where 

negotiations were concentrated on potential reforms to Maori land legislation. In this time, 

several further legislative steps were taken toward construction, including the Railways 

Authorisation Act 1884, which authorised a line from Te Awamutu to Marton. In addition, a 

select committee was appointed to establish the best route for the NIMT. The 1884 final report 

selected a 'central' route (see Map 2).74 Also in 1884 the Land Alienation Restriction Act was 

passed to prohibit private land transactions over a large area of land affected by the construction 

of the proposed NIMT (see Map 3). The final stage entailed Native Minister Ballance's Kihikihi 

hui in early 1885, where he articulated specific arrangements in regard to the commencement of 

construction, which were later agreed to by Rohe Potae hapu/iwi. The 'turning of the first sod' 

ceremony in April 1885, the symbolic beginning of the NIMT in the district, marks the end of 

the final stage. The remainder of this overview will concentrate on the Kihikihi hui, outlining 

some preliminary findings. 

72 Loveridge, 'The Crown and the Opening of the King Country', pp16-27. 
73 Marr, 'Waimarino', pl05; Keith Rankin, 'New Zealand's Gross National Product: 1859-1939' in RcvieIVofll1come and 
Wealtb, vo1.38, no.l, 1992, pp49-69. 
74 AJHR, 1884 (Session II), D5, 16, I6A. 
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Map 2: Explored RiJtttes for NIMT Considered f?y the Parliammtary Select Committee October 1884. 1 and 2 
R W Holmes and M. Carkeek, 3. J. Rnchfort and 4. G.P. Williams (plan from AJHR 1884- 16. Sottrce: 

Fletcher, Single Track, 1978) 

At a hui in Kihikihi on February 1885, Ballance, explicitly building on discussions held by Bryce 

at earlier stages of negotiation,75 made a number of assurances to Rohe Potae hapu/iwi in respect 

to the construction and operation of the railway in the district. In terms of the land required for 

the construction of the line itself, Ballance asserted that 'one chain' width would be needed 

except where the geography required cuttings, in that case he asserted two chains might be taken. 

He stated stations would generally need 5 acres or 10 acres when situated in areas with the 

potential for a large settlement. It was stressed that compensation would be paid for this land, 

with Ballance asserting that Maori would be treated the same as Europeans in this respect. 
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Alluding to the introduction of the Native Land Court, Ballance stated that compensation could 

only be paid once tide and owners were determined. When'concern was raised that important 

food sources or mahinga kai could be lost in construction, Ballance asserted that care would be 

taken to avoid such destruction stating 'water courses should not be interfered with ... No injury 

whatever will be done to Native land.'?6 He added that Maori would be paid for timber used in 

const1Uction, and that railway would improve access to timber enabling it to be sold for the 

benefit of Maori owners.?? Furthermore, Ballance stated that constiuction contracts would be 

offered to local Maori, providing a direct economic benefit from the building of the rail.?8 

The idea of potential economic development for both Maori and European from the 

construction of the NIMT is important in understanding the assurances made at Kihikihi..?9 As 

Marr points out, this incentive was a major factor in the initiation of negotiations in 1882: 

The Government need for the railway and its resultant willingness to consider renewed 
negotiations with the Kingitanga also coincided with the Kingitanga willingness to also 
negotiate with Government. The Kingitanga was determined to maintain some kind of 
managed district under Maori authority but in the post-war period the leadership also had 
to seek new forms of economic opportunity for their communities... The burgeoning 
public works programmes such as road and rail contracts offered the possibility of much 
needed cash following the economic dislocation of war and capital to develop long term 
enterprises such as farming ... 80 

This notion of potentially mutually beneficial economic development was implicidy informing 

discussion throughout the negotiations and was also expressed explicidy by Rohe Potae hapu/iwi 

numerous times as well as through a number specific assurances made by government officials. 

For example, the 1883 petition to government by Rohe Potae hapu/iwi demonstrated their clear 

understanding of this potential.81 Much of this expectation, from the Maori perspective, was 

based on the retention of land near the NIMT, which would increase in value when the line was 

constiucted. 

At Kihikihi., Ballance made numerous assurances regarding the value of the land and Maori 

retention of it. In respect of value, he stated: 

75 Marr, 'Waimarino', pp169-170, 
76 AJHR 1885, Gl, pp23-24. 
77 AJHR 1885, G1, p23. 
78 AJHR 1885, G1, p23. 
79 Marr, 'Waimarino', pp101-102. 
80 Marr, 'Wrumarino', pp102-103. 
81 Marr, 'Waimarino', p113. 
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They must know that there are large blocks of land in this country which have really no 
value at all, because there are no roads or railways through them, and if they had to sell 
this land at the present moment they would not receive more than three or four shillings 
an acre, whereas if railways or roads were made through it it [sic] would sell for as many 
pounds an acre.82 

And again: 

As I said yesterday, greater powers will be placed in the hands of the Natives to deal with 
their own land, when [sic] their land will be enormously increased in value through the 
construction of this railway and road.83 

In relation to these assurances regarding land, Ballance added this about rates on those lands: ' I 

do not think that land along the line of the railway, or along the roads leading up to the railway, 

should be proclaimed under the [Lands Rating] Act. When the land has been leased or sold, then 

the time will have come for putting on rates ... ,84 He reinforced this comment by asking John 

Ormsby to send a letter for the record whlch would be 'binding on future Governments.'85 It is 

in this context that Ballance's assurance at Kihikihi that the government was not interested in 

purchasing Native land in the district takes on considerable importance. Ballance stated that: 

With regard to the Government purchase of Native Land, I am an anxious that 
Government should not purchase land... The Bill that we intend to introduce will 
prevent the necessity 9f the Government acquiring lands, the principal object of the 
Government being to get the land and country settled: and, if the Natives will do that 
themselves by leasing their lands, the Government will assist them and not otherwise 
interfere.86 

Finally, in his concluding comments, Ballance underlined the notion of economic opportunity 

through hyperbole: ' .. .let me tell you that the money that will come from the constlUction of this 

railway [NIMT] will be worth all the berries in the world, and the eels, toO.,8? 

It should be stressed that this outline is only preliminary, further examination of what is 

highlighted here as well as additional issues that have not yet been investigated is needed. A 

clearer knowledge is required of the particular understandings held by the various parties 

involved in the negotiations and agreements regarding the NIMT. In particular, differences 

between Rohe Potae hapu/iwi and government perspectives have an obvious importance in the 

consequent expectations and outcomes of the agreements. Attention also needs to be directed to 

differing understandings and changing positions of iwi within the alliance of Rohe Potae 

82 AJHR 1885, Gl, p17. 
83 AJHR 1885, Gl, p24. 
84 AJHR 1885, Gl, p17. 
85 AJHR 1885, Gl, p19. 
86 AJHR 1885, Gl, p18. 
8? AJHR 1885, Gl, p24. 
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hapu/iWi. Any changes to the initial agreement made at later dates, as well as changing 

understandings of the agreement over time, will so need to be examined. Finally, the place of 

liquor within the negotiations and its relationship to specific railway agreements will be 

investigated. 
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Chapter Three: Building the Line, 1885-1908 

Chapter three of the main report will examine the construction of the NIMT between 1885 and 

1908. It will describe the construction process itself and its immediate impact on the district. The 

construction process will be considered within the context of the 1880 negotiations. The key 

issues addressed in the chapter - all of which have been raised by claimants at research hui - will 

include: the relationship between construction and government Maori land purchase and wider 

settlement policy; Maori contracts for building the line; use and payment of timber and gravel 

resources for construction; environmental impact as well as the influx of European workers and 

their impact on the local Maori population. 

The construction of the NIMT was a protracted process taking over 20 years to complete. As 

Marr describes, serious preparation for the construction began even before Ballance's final 

negotiations at Kihikihi in February 1885.88 After the initial surveys for the 1884 commission, 

more detailed surveys were began for the construction of the ~ctualline. Also, the first 

construction contracts were tendered in early 1885 for the initial 15 miles at the northern end and 

13 at the southern end.89 By 1887 work had began in a number of areas within the district, 

including south ofTe Awamutu and at Poro-o-tarao (between Te Kuiti.and Taumarunui), where 

a large tunnel was required. Economic depression, however, slowed the rate of construction 

almost immediately.90 By 1889 34 miles of line were completed to the upper Mokau valley.91 

From 1889 until 1893 construction was almost at a standstill. The work at Poro-o-tarao was the 

most significant during this period, with the tunnel completed in 1891.92 

In conjunction with the early construction work described, from as early as 1886 the government 

moved toward a policy of extensive land purchase in the Rohe Potae.93 The connections between 

this policy and the construction of NIMT will be examined in Chapter three and will have links 

to the 19th and 20th century lands reports commissioned for this inquiry. As stated, the North 

Island Main Trunk Railway Loan Application Act 1886 authorised the raising of £1,000,000 loan 

for construction. Importantly, the Act specified that £100,000 of this loan could be used for the 

purchase of Native land within the boundaries described in the Native Land Alienation 

Restriction Act 1884 (see Map3). It stated that 2.5 percent of this land should be reserved for 

88 Mar!, 'Waimarino', p163. 
89 Man, 'Waimarino', p163. 
90 AJHR 1888, Dl, pl. 
91 AJHR 1889, Dl, p3. 
92 AJHR 1891, Dl, p9; Heron, pl0l. 
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'Education Boards and Hospital and Charitable Aid Boards' with the remainder of the land 

constituting a 'railway reserve'. The profits from the sale and lease of this reserve would then be 

used in the construction of 'the said Main Trunk Railway, and of branch railways, tramways, or 

roads in connection therewith'. 
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Map 3: Raibvq)1 and Restriction area as d¢ned 0' tbe Land Alimation Resf1ictiol1 Act 1884 
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By 1889 most of the initial £100,000 had already been spent on purchases.94 566,179 acres of land 

at a total cost of [}1,693 had been acquired wid-rin the area defined by the Native Land 

Alienation Restriction Act 1884.95 In the context of economic depression and the rising costs of 

construction, the Minister of Public works proposed using another £100,000 of the railways loan 

to purchase a 'large area of Native land suitable for settlement ... at both ends of the line [NIMT], 

and within easy reach of it,.96 It was asserted that construction could not continue until the 

proposed purchasing program was complete. The original 1886 Act was amended in September 

1889 to authorise d'le increased spending. 

In 1892 a select committee was formed to reinvestigate the original survey routes for the central 

line and the estimated total costs. The surveys and the estimates were both found to be 

erroneous. The new estimate of £2,007,985 provided by the committe was almost double the 

original £1,293,134.97 In regard to the survey routes for the NIMT, the committee found some 

errors in respect to the difficulty of the land t? be crossed by the central route. The committee 

remained undecided on whether the main lIDe should pass ilirough Stratford or continue as 

planned with the central route and an additional branch line to Taranaki. In conclusion they 

recommend construction cease until more surveys were conducted and purchase of Maori land 

was complete.98 Demonstrating the connection between rail construction and settlement, a major 

element in the report's discussion of potential lines was the analysis of the soil and geography in 

order to identify which would 'open' the best land for farrning. 99 As the commission 

recommended, purchasing of Maori land continued within the alienation restriction area. 

By 1894 the additional NIMT loan funds allocated for Maori land purchase within the alienation 

restriction zone had been spent. Indeed, the whole loan raised for construction by the North 

Island Main Trunk Railway Loan Application Act had been exhausted. In regard to the purchase 

of Maori land the Public Works report of that year stated: 'it [the loan] has ... provided us [public 

Works] with an estate of 1,137,377 acres of freehold, and 129,148 acres ofleasehold land, besides 

other large areas, which have been partially acquired.,loo Although dUs appears to have marked 

the end of purchasing from the NIMT loan, Public Works purchases continued iliroughout the 

district in the 1890s using funds from the general 'Native Lands Purchase Account'. Marr states 

94 AJHR 1889, Dl, p4. 
95 AJHR 1889, C6, p11. 
96 AJHR 1889, D1, p4. 
97 AJHR 1892, I9, p1. 
98 AJHR 1892, I9, ppl-2. 
99 AJHR 1892, I9, ppl-2. 
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that by 1900, 687,769 out of a possible 1,844,780 acres had been purchased within the 'Rohe 

Potae (or Aotea Block)'.lo! The reorganisation after 1894 of Public Work's financial resources for 

construction of the NIMT and the proportion of this allocated to Maori land purchasing needs to 

be examined in more detail in Chapter three. Also, a more precise understanding of the 

purchasing within the district is required (rather than the wider restriction zone), including exacdy 

how much of the described NIMT loan purchases occurred within the inquiry area. Moreover, 

the general administration of 'railway reserve' lands needs to be examined, in order to establish 

which government department controlled these lands after purchase as well as how and to whom 

these lands were sold and leas'ed. 

While government purchasing of Maori land was rapid and extensive, construction of the NIMT 

was still proceeding slowly. The Mokau and Poro-o-tarao tunnel sections were completed (12 

miles 43 chains) and opened for traffic on 21 December 1896 Gust for service goods for further 

work on the line), meaning the north end of the railhead now stretched from Auckland to Poro

o-tarao.102 This progress increased the need for a final decision on the route the NIMT would 

take. By 1899 detailed (re)surveys were complete of the central route and three possible lines to 

Taranaki: the Ngaire, Waitara and Awakino routes.103 From this evidence the decision was finally 

made to proceed with the central route, much like the original 1884 commission had proposed, 

while recommending the Ngaire route for a future Taranaki branch line.104 After this decision, 

combined with an improving economic situation, the rate of construction significandy increased. 

By 1904 regular traffic was running from Auckland to Taumarunui, the boundary of the Te Rohe 

Potae district inqqiry. Four years later the first train ran between Auckland and Wellington. The 

total cost of construction was estimated to be over £2,500,000. 

Employment of local Maori during the construction of the NIMT will also be examined in 

Chapter three. Evidence suggests that contract work was available to Maori workers in the 

district during the late 1880s. In 1885 the Public Works Statement noted that 'Maori resident in 

the district' were employed through 'small contracts' to work south of the Puniu River on '6 

miles of the formation works of the northern section'. It went on to add 'the works are well in 

hand; and not only this, but the Natives are pressing the department to let them have contracts 

100 AJHR 1894, Dl, pv. 
101 Marr, 'The Alienation of Maori Land in the Rohe Potae (Aotea Block), 1840-1920', Waitangi Tribunal: Rangahaua 
Whanui Series, 1996, p128. 
102 AJHR 1897, Dl, pv. 
103 1899, Dl, ppl0S-117. 
104 Heron, pp82-83, 101. 
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for further works on the extensions of this line. ,105 In addition 50 Maori were reported to be 

working on a support road across the Puniu River. IOG The 1886 Chief Engineer's report indicated 

that part of the formation works on the Te Kuiti section, after the good work shown on the 

Puniu section, was contracted to 120 Maori. l07 Secondary accounts such as Fletcher's history of 

NIMT construction also confirm Maori employment in the early years. lOB However, commentary 

on Maori employment disappears from the AJHR's after 1889 as the rate of construction slows. 

More research is required before any assessment on the scale and length of Maori employment 

can be made. The introduction of the 'Co-operative system' of contracting by the Liberal 

government in 1891 and its impact on Maori contracts needs to be exainined. The new system 

attempted to eliminate the inefficiencies of the older system that contracted large overseas-based 

firms to construct railways. One assumed problem included the subcontracting of overseas 

workman for the formation work and other labour intensive tasks. The new system aimed to 

eliminate the 'middleman', with the Public Works Department direcdy employing setders for 

these labour intensive tasks, while retaining the services of larger firms for the more technical 

works. l09 The ideal of the co-operative system also envisioned these workers, after the 

completion of construction, being granted government land around the railway line.110 The reality 

of this system needs to be investigated, as the new process may have reduced the number of 

contracts offered to Maori as well as resulted in the setdement of workers on land within the 

district. Any assessment of Maori work in construction needs to take into consideration the large 

scale of the NIMT project and the workforce required for such as task. 

As well as discussing the extent to which Rohe Potae Maori were employed in the building of the 

NIMT railway, Chapter three Will examine whether Maori were paid for the timber and stone 

resources required for the line. At the meeting held in Kihikihi in February 1885, Ballance stated 

that Maori would be paid for any timber destroyed during construction, and at least one of the 

Maori speakers indicated a preparedness to sell some timber for use as sleepers.111 No evidence 

has been located during the scoping work to indicate that Maori were paid for timber destroyed 

or used for construction materials. It is unclear whether areas of bush outside the land required 

105 AJHR 1885, Dl, p4. 
106 AJHR 1885, Dl, p4. 
107 AJHR 1886, Dl, p33. 
lOB Fletcher, pp128-129, 133. 
109 Heron, pp131-132. 
110 P.] Gibbons, 'Some New Zealand Navvies: Co-operative Workers, 1891-1912' in New Zealalld JOllmal qfHisto/)', 
Vol11, Nol, pp54-75. 
111 Aporo Taratutu indicated a willingness to sell matai for sleepers. AJHR 1885, Gl, P 23. 
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for the track and stations were damaged during construction. In respect of the timber needed for 

the building of the line, it appears that this was secured from outside the district and transpolied 

by railway to the head of the line where construction was progressing. Several Public Works 

Department files provide details of contracts awarded for the supply of sleepers for the NIMT 

railway.ll2 These contracts seem to have all been secured by Europeans located in various bush 

areas throughout North Island. Further research is required to establish whether Rohe Potae 

Maori tendered for these contracts. Around i900, the Public Works Department established a 

mill at Kakahi (near Taumarunui, outside the Rohe Potae inquiry district) to produce timber for 

sleepers and other purposes.113 

The stone materials that would b~ required for the railway do not appear to have been discussed 

during the negotiations that preceded construction. However, once work had begun, it appears 

that Maori expected to be paid for stone material extracted from their lands and rivers. Isaac 

Coates, who was contracted to build certain northern sections of the line, recalled in his 

autobiography that in 1886 an agreement was reached with local Maori to extract gravel from the 

Waipa River at the cost of three pence pet cubic yard.114 (Coates noted that John Ormsby, who 

was chairman of the Kawhia Committee, was prominently involved in these negotiations.) 

Further research is required to establish the other places where stone resources were extracted 

from areas in Mami ownership. A particularly important source of gravel appears to have been 

part of the bed of the Mangaokewa River, near Te Kuiti.115 In October 1901, a deputation of 

Rohe Potae Maori advised the Minister of Railways that Maori were no longer being paid for 

gravel taken for their pits.116 As detailed later, u;. the outline of Chapter four, gravel pits and 

quarries were among a number of areas acquired compulsorily from Maori as 'additional' takings 

for the NIMT carried out after 1900. (One of the areas taken was the Mangaokewa River bed 

quarry - an area of almost 15 acres taken in 1907.117
) The acquisition of these lands under public 

works legislation removed the possibility of the Maori owners deriving an ongoing economic 

benefit from supplying stone materials for the railway. 

112 See, for example, W 321485/1 part 1, 60,000 sleepers for North Island Main Trunk railway, Marton-Te 
Awamutu, c.1878-c.1895, ANZ Wellington. 
113 See ABIN W3337 150, Historical Files Collated by NZR Staff - NZR Reports - Sawmills and Bush Areas, Stores 
Branch, no date, ANZ Wellington. 
114 Coates, pp121-124. 
115 Resident engineer, report on Waiteti contract dated 30 April 1889, R 3 W2278 53 1903/1989 part 1, Extension of 
North Island Main Trunk Line, 1887-1908, ANZ Wellington. 
116 Under Secretary, Public Works, to Ormsby, 7 November 1901, R 3 W2278 2161910/3916/1 part 1, Fencing
Main Trunk Railway, 1880-1907, ANZ Wellington. 
117 New ZealaJld Gazette, 1907, p2618. 
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In discussing the building of the NIMT railway, Chapter three will detail the environmental 

impact of construction, an issue that has clear links to the environmental impact report. As 

discussed in the outline of Chapter two, the effect of the railway upon mahinga kai resources and 

. waterways was discussed at the February 1885 I<ihik:ihi meeting, where Ballance assured those 

present that there would be no impact on waterways or Maori land. The chief Hopa te 

Rangianini asked to have a viaduct built over a swamp where he caught eels, rather than having it 

filled in, and another chief, Aporo Taratutu, explained that Maori wanted to keep trees such as 

kahikatea because in summer the berries were used for food.118 While any evidence relating to 

environmental impact will be presented in Chapter two, a thorough assessment of this issue is 

beyond the authors' expertise and the discussion will therefore be of a general nature. It will be 

noted, for example, d1at the railway passed through the large Te I<::awa swamp (south ofTe 

Awamutu) and that substantial filling of the swamp was undertaken during construction.119 It will 

also be noted that, at the request of Maori, at least one change to the course of the railway line 

appears to have been made during final survey to avoid an area of bush.120 

The impact that construction of the railway may have had on wahi tapu will also be addressed in 

Chapter three. However, as discussed in the earlier section on sources, lillie evidence has been 

located during the scoping work regarding this issue. Wahanui, it has been noted, asked to be 

immediately contacted if any human remains were disturbed, indicating that Rohe Potae hapu/iwi 

were concerned that burial places might be affected. Any further evidence located in relation this 

issue will be presented and discussed in Chapter three. 

The social impact of the construction of the railway on local Maori communities will also be 

explored in Chapter three. Limited evidence relating to this issue was identified during the 

scoping work, but it is expected that relevant material will be located with further research, 

particularly newspaper searches. The interaction between the large number of European workers 

and the local Maori community will be examined. As part of this, a description will be provided 

of the number of workers who moved through the district, where they lived, and the duration of 

their time at different places. It is evident that some workers brought their families with them. 

In his history of the I<ing Country, Craig Dick draws on reminiscences of two children of a 

construction worker, John and Jake Cain, who recalled that local Maori did not welcome the 

'invasion' of their lands, but seldom opposed the work unless they had been drinking, in which 

118 Marr, 'Waimarino', p184. 
119 Coates, p116. 
120 Waikato Tillles, October 1886, extract in Footplillts if History, Number 6, July 1991, p133. 
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case there might be a 'vicious fight'.121 It appears that some construction workers remained in 

the district after the construction work ended and established economic relationships with Rohe 

Potae Maori, leasing Maori land while waiting to purchase sections ofland.l22 

The introduction of alcohol into the Rohe Potae will also be examined as one of the social 

impacts of the building of the NIMT. Alcohol was prohibited in the King Country in accordance 

with a request made by Maori ~uring the negotiations that led to the opening of the district. 

However, it is apparent that alcohol was brought into the district to supply the construction 

gangs, with local Maori also presumably able to purchase this alcohol. Isaac Coates stated that 

when work was being carried on in the vicinity of Te Kuiti, the settlement was 'a great place for 

sly grog selling', with large quantities of beer and spirits brought in on the ballast trainS.123 

Alcohol continued to be illegally brought into the district on trains after the NIMT was opened -

an issue that will be explored further in Chapter five. 

121 Dick Craig, Ki1lg COUlltry: NelV Zealalld's last frolltier, 1990, p 122. 
122 See, for example, Hill to Ward, 7 December 1904, R 3 W2278 2161910/3916/1 part 1, Fencing - Main Trunk 
Railway, 1880-1907, ANZ Wellington. 
123 Coates, p125. 
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Chapter Four: Public Works Takings for the NIMT 

This chapter will examine issues surrounding the taking of Maori land for the NIMT in the Rohe 

Potae inquiry district. Issues related to these takings, it should be noted, are of central concern to 

claimants and have been repeatedly expressed at research hui. Claimants have suggested that, in 

addition to the land taken for the NIMT, land may have also been taken along some of the 

surveyed routes that were, in the end, not selected for the railway. It is important to recognise 

that the taking of land under Public Works legislation for public purposes was a separate process 

from the wider purchasing of Maori land funded by the NIMT loan described in Chapter three. 

Accordingly, land takings and land purchases will be examined separately in the report. While the 

proposed structure of the main report can generally be described as chronological, this chapter 

will be thematic in that it will discuss a number of related land-taking issues that cover a broad 

period of time. As well as examining the initial takings for the NIMT and establishing whether 

the owners were paid compensation, the chapter will discuss additional, later takings, and the 

leasing of lands taken for railway purposes. 

As discussed in the outline of Chapter two, Rohe Potae hapu/iwi gave their approval for the 

construction of the NIMT on the basis of certain understandings reached with representatives of 

the settler government. In respect of the land required for the railway, Maori agreed to provide a 

strip ofland one chain (about 20 metres) wide for the track. Telegrams sent to Ballance in late 

February 1885 confirmed that a one-chain strip could be taken, but that the government was to 

pay for the land and that the line was to be fenced.124 Evidence concerning Maori expectations 

relating to compensation is conflicting and requires further consideration. In September 1886, 

for example, Wahanui informed Ballance that it had been agreed that no payment was required 

for the one-chain strip required for the track or for limited areas of land required for stations (up 

to three acres for principal stations and two acres for small stations).125 While 'Maori may not 

have expected to be paid for the one-chain strip or for limited areas required for stations, it is 

likely that it was expected that payment would be made if land in excess of the agreed areas was 

taken. Expectations regarding the method of determining and paying compensation also need to 

be explored. The Native Land Court was responsible for assessing compensation for Maori land 

taken for public works, yet Rohe Potae leaders were opposed to the operation of the Court in the 

district. 

124 Mar.r, 'Waimarino', p188. 
125 Wahanui to Ballance, 28 Septembe.r 1886, R 3 W2278 box 216 part 1 1910/3916/1, Fencing - North Island Main 
Trunk, ANZ Wellington. 
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Land takings for the NIMT can be divided into 'initial' and later, 'additional' takings. The initial 

takings for the track and stations were carried out when the line was being constructed. Land 

was taken for the track and stations by a succession, of proclamations issued under Public Works 

legislation - a process that reflected construction progress as sections of the line were completed. 

All of these proclamations have been identified as part of the scoping exercise and are detailed in 

the table below. The initial takings saw approximately 1070 acres ofland within the Rohe Potae 

inquiry district taken for the NIMT. 

Date of New Zealand Description Area 
,proclamation Gazette reference 
29 April 1886 1886, P 596 Land in Puniu, Mangaorongo, and Orahiri Survey 167a 3r 38p 

Districts 
2 March 1888 1888, P 455 Land in Otanake and Pakaumanu Survey Districts 154a 3r 23p 

(Waiteti section) 
23 March 1888 1888, pp 386-387 Land in Orahiri and Otanake SDs ere Kuiti 

section) , 
122a 2.r31p 

3 June 1899 1898, P 1121 Land in Mapara Survey District (Mokau and Poro- 206a 1r OOp 
o-tarao sections) 

31 October 1902 1902, pp 2420-2421 Land in Mapara, Tangitu, Rangi, Tuhua, Piopiotea 417a 3r 37.5p 
SDs (Ohinemoa and Ongruhe sections): 

Total 1069a 3r 9.5p 

An examination of proclamation registers, kept by the Public Works Department indicates that 

most, if not all of this land remained in Maori ownership at the time of taking.126 Further 

research is required to establish exac:dy how much land was taken from Maori ownership. It is 

possible that some of the proclaimed areas had already been acquired by the government through 

purchase. 

In order to establish the extent to which the initial land takings for the railway exceeded the 

agreed one-chain strip and limited areas for stations, it will be necessary to examine the Public 

Works Department's proclamation plans held at Archives New Zealand.127 A preliminary 

examination of a small sample of these plans indicates that, in terms of track width, considerably 

more than one chain was taken. It appears that the amount of land taken may actually have been 

greater than was required for the operation of the railway. This is apparent from the fact that a 

significant number of areas ofland taken,for the railway were later leased to private interests, a 

matter discussed further below. The reasons why an unnecessarily large area of land appears to 

have been taken requires further consideration. 

126 ABWN 8117 W5280 129-140, parts 1- 12, Proclamation Registers (Railways Purposes), 1874-1952, ANZ 
Wellington. 

39 



After discussing the initial land takings, Chapter four will then examine whether compensation 

was paid to the owners. Research undertaken for the Whanganui inquiry established that in 1890 

the Native Land Court assessed compensation for 11 blocks of land in the Rohe Potae inquiry 

district.128 It appears that compensation was assessed for areas taken in excess of one chain for 

the track and three acres for stations. The awards made in 1890 obviously related only to the 

taking carried out up until that time. It appears that no compensation was paid to the Maori 

owners in respect of the large areas taken in 1899 and 1902. A 1946 report on licensing in the 

King Country, prepared by Justice Smith, discusses the issue of compensation.129 (This report 

examines the railway as one aspect of the governme!=lt's agreement with the Rohe Potae 

hapu/iwi, whi~h also included a ban on the sale of alcohol.) Smith's report draws on Public 

Works Department records that appear to have since been destroyed. 

Chapter four will also discuss the additional takings for the NIMT. The table below sets out 

these takings, which comprised a total area of about 106 acres. While the areas involved were 

considerably smaller than the initial takings, the additional takings were nevertheless significant, 

particularly as Maori land holdings diminished through purchase. It appears that additional land 

was taken for a number of purposes, including the provision of sections for housing for Railways 

employees. Importantly, land was also acquired for ballast pits and quarries. As discussed earlier, 

it is likely that RohePotae hapu/iwi expected to be paid for the metal resources required for the 

railway. The compulsory acquisition of areas that contained metal clearly limited the extent to 

which owners would enjoy any ongoing benefit from such resources. 

Date of New Zealand Description Area 
proclamation Gazette reference 
18 December 1904, p 2 Land in Tangitu Survey District: 
1903 - Rangitoto block 11a Or 6p 

5a 1r 39p 
7 April 1905 1905, pp 919-920 Land in Mapara, Tangitu, and Rangi Survey 

Districts: 2a 1r 3p 
- Rangitoto block 14a 1r 31p 

16 August 1907 1907, P 2618 Land in Otanake Survey District: 
- Pukenui block 2D 4 No. 6924 2D Oa Or 25.5p 
- Pukenui 2M 14a 2r17p 

25 March 1911 1911, pp 1193-1194 Land in Otanake Survey District: . 
- 20 sections that may have been Native 4a 1r 32.8p 
Township land taken for housing 

127 The reference for these plans is PWD WOOO. 
128 Philip Cleaver, 'The taking of Maori land for public works in the Whanganui inquiry district, 1850-2000', a report 
commissioned by the Waitangi Tribunal, September 2004. 
129 Justice Smith, 'King Country: Report by the Chairman of the Royal Commission on Licensing', AJHR, 1946, H-
38, appendix C, pp374-375. 
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Date of New Zealand Description Area 
proclamation Gazette reference 
28 March 1912 1912, P 1216 Land in Orahiri and Otanake Survey Districts: 

- Portion ofPukenui 2M (Maori) 48a Or OOp 
3 December 1913, p 3627 Land in Mapara Survey District: 
1913 - 8 sections (subdivisions of Rangitoto Tuhua lla Or 12Ap 

block) that may have taken for housing 
7 February 1949 1949, P 572 Land in Orahiri Survey District: 

- Orahiri 11 5a Or 13p 
- Orahiri i1A 2a Or OOp 

16 February 1953, p 221 Part Rangitoto Tuhua 68H 2B 2C Oa lr 21.5p 
1953 

Total 106a Or 1.2p 

It is proposed that Chapter four should also include a brief examination of the leasing of railway 

land in the Rohe Potae inquiry district. Around 1900, the Railways Department began leasing 

land across New Zealand as an additional source of revenue. 130 As noted above, a number of 

areas of railway land were leased to private interests in the Rohe Potae inquiry district, suggesting 

that an excessive area ofland had been taken for the railway. There are some 80 files at Archives 

New Zealand that concern individual leases of railway land in the district. These files will be 

assessed to establish approximately how much land was leased and where this land was located. 

It appears that, in the 1980s, much of this land was identified as surplus to requirements and 

marked for disposal. 

The issues that will be discussed in Chapter four are clearly relevant to the Rohe Potae public 

works report, which will focus on the compulsory acquisition of Maori land for public works 

purposes across the inquiry district. The examination of takings for the NIMT is also relevant, to 

a much lesser extent, to the native townships report. Railway takings saw small areas of the 

township lands alienated from Maori ownership. 

130 See, for example, R 3 W2381 43 1915/3935 part 1, Leasing Railway Land, 1895-1956, ANZ Wellington. 
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Chapter Five: Railways in the Rohe Potae Inquiry District, 1900-1980 

Chapter five will discuss the operation of railways in the Rohe Potae inquiry district from 1900 

through to 1980, after which New Zealand's railway system was dramatically restructured. It will 

examine the opening of the NIMT to traffic, the role of the NIMT in the initial European 

settlement of the King Country, and the construction of the Stratford-Okahukura branch line, as 

well as proposals for certain branch lines that were not built. The extent to which employment on 

the railways provided an ongoing economic benefit to Rohe Potae hapu/iwi will also be 

examined. The chapter will conclude with an assessment of the NIMT's importance to the 

national economy. This discussion will help to shed light on the overall public benefit provided 

by the railway, as compared with the experience of Rohe Potae hapu/iwi. An important aspect 

of this is the extent to which the NIMT provided for Maori economic development consistent 

with the expectations fostered during the negotiations held prior to construction. 

In 1903, construction work on the NIMT railway ended in the Rohe Potae inquiry district when 

the line from the north was completed and opened to traffic to Taumarunm. The line had been 

opened in stages as construction progressed through the district.131 In examining the opening of 

the NIMT railway, Chapter five will look closely at an issue that arose regarding the fencing of 

the line. As noted in the outline of Chapter four, telegrams sent to Ballance after the February 

188,5 Kihikihi meeting advised that one chain could be taken for the track on the condition that 

this land be paid for and that the track be fenced on both sides. It appears that during 

construction the line was fenced from the Puniu River as far as Mokau Station, but not further 

south beyond this point. 

Between 1900 and 1907, Rohe Potae Maori wrote numerous letters to the Railways Department, 

complaining about the lack of fences to stop their stock wandering onto the line.132 In this 

correspondence, they pointed out that Maori had agreed to the railway on the condition that it 

was to be fenced. Grievances relating to other issues, including the non-payment of royalties for 

stone materials, were also raised at this time. In responding to the fencing issue, the Railways and 

Public Works Departments showed little knowledge of the understandings and agreements that 

had been reached with Rohe Maori before constiuction began. In 1907, with complaints also 

131 For details of the opening of the line to traffic from the north, see correspondence in R 3 W2278 53 1903/1989 
part 1, Extension of North Island Main Trunk Line, 1887-1908, ANZ Wellington. 
132 See correspondence in R 3 W2278 216 1910/3916/1 part 1, Fencing - Main Trunk Railway, 1880-1907, ANZ 
Wellington. 
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coming from European settlers andwith a petition on the matter before the House of 

Representatives, the Public Works Department agreed to fence the section of line in question. 

Further research is required to establish whether this work was carried out. 

The first section of Chapter five, focussing on the opening of the NIMT, will conclude with an 

examination of the ceremony that took place in 1908 to mark the completion of the construction 

of the NIMT railway and the opening of the line to through traffic. It will examine how the 

railway was viewed by the members of the government who spoke at the ceremony, during which 

Sir J oseph Ward drove in the last spike. This may provide some insight into the extent to which 

the government in the early twentieth century recognised the agreements and understandings that 

had been negotiated prior of the construction of the NIMT. 

After examining the opening of the NIMT railway to traffic and the issue of fencing, Chapter five 

will discuss the importance of the railway to early European settlement activity in the Rohe Potae 

inquiry district. The railway enabled the European settlers to begin working land that had been 

earlier purchased from Rohe Potae hapu/iwi. The European population of the King Country 

gready increased after the railway reached Taumarunui in 1903. In 1901, about 1400 Europeans 

lived in the district. In 1911, some ten years later, some 12,000 Europeans were resident in the 

King Country.133 For many years sawmilling was the principal industry, with numerous mills 

operating along the NIMT and using the line to transport sawn timber out of the district. The 

NIMT was linked to timber cutting areas by an extensive network of private tramlines.134 As the 

land became cleared it was taken up for farming purposes.135 Any evidence relating to changes to 

Maori settlement patterns following the opening of the NIMT will also be explored. Claimants 

have indicated that some key marae were moved to locations near the track. 

The connection between the NIMT railway and the development of a local tourism industry will 

also be discussed in Chapter five. The railway passed near the Waitomo Caves, which were to 

become a major tourist attraction. In 1911, some 22 acres of Maori land, subdivisions of 

Hauturu East block, were taken under the Public Works Act 1908 for scenery preservation 

purposes.136 This land lay in the vicinity of the C~ves and may have included the Caves 

themselves. The railway also carried tourists to Taumarunui, the terminus of the steamer traffic 

133 :Ministry of Works Town and Country Planning Division, Waikato, Coromallde/, alld Killg COtlllt1J1 regioll, Government 
Printer, Wellington, 1973, p173. 
134 Dick Craig, King COtllltry: Nelli Zealal1d's last frolltier, 1990, p 128. 
135 Bradbury, E. (ed.), The settlelllOllt alld developlllOllt if the Killg COtllltry, New Zealalld· em~1 settlelllent, illdtlstries, resotlrces, 
scel1ic attractiolls, second edition, E. Bradbury and Co., Auckland, 1933, p9. 
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that operated on the Whanganui River.137 The station facilities built at Taumarunui were larger 

than those provided at other King Country setdements because of the anticipated river traffic.138 

In discussing the importance of the NIMT to the early European setdement of the Rohe Potae, 

Chapter five will examine the link between the railway and the establishment of native townships 

at Otorohanga, Te Kuiti, and - just outside the inquiry district - Tauma11lnui. These native 

townships were proclaimed in 1903 under the Native and Maori Land Laws Amendment Act 

1902.139 Setdements already existed in these places, with some Europeans leasing land from 

Maori as the economic opportunities brought by the NIMT increased. Woodley claims that these 

three native townships in the I<ing Countl:y were established as a result of setder agitation.140 

Setders sought access to greater areas of land and a more secure form of tide. Maoti ownership 

of the township lands was steadily eroded, and by 1927 it appears that over 50 percent of the land 

in each township was no longer in Maori hands.141 

In relation to the expansion of European setdement in the I<ing County, the construction of the 

Stratford-Okahukura line between 1908 and 1933, as well as any proposed branch lines within 

the district, will be examined in Chapter five. At this stage, litde research has been conducted 

into ·these branch lines. It will be necessary to establish whether any Maori land was acquired . 

compulsorily under public works legislation for branch lines and whether Maori were consulted 

about the projects. (In respect of the Stratford-Okahukura line, it appears that about 20 acres of 

Maori land in the Rohe Potae inquiry district was taken.14~ A proposed 'Harnilton-Kawhia

Raglan' line is an example of a branch line that was never constructed within the district. Interest 

in this line appears to have begun after the First World War and seems to have progressed as far 

as surveying ~or potential routes and estimates of costS.143 However, significant opposition to 

construction by local farmers seems to have put an end to such plans. l44 

136 Nell) Zealal1d Gaiftte, 1911, p2905. 
137 Dick Craig, King COlli/try: Nelli Zealal1d's last frontier, 1990, p141-143. 
138 See correspondence in R 3 W2278 53 1903/1989 part 1, E:lI.1:ension of North Island Main Trunk Line, 1887-1908, 
ANZ Wellington. 
139 Cathy Marr, 'The alienation of Maori land in the Rohe Potae (Aotea Block), 1840-1920'; Waitangi Tribunal 
Rangahaua Whanui series (working paper: first release), December 1996, p135. 
140 Suzanne Woodley, 'The Native Townships Act 1895', Waitangi Tribunal Rangahaua Whanui series (preliminary 
report), September 1996, p15. 
141 Cathy Marr, 'The alienation of Maori land in the Rohe Potae (Aotea Block),J840-1920', Waitangi Tribunal 
Rangahaua Whanui series (working paper: first release), December 1996, p144. 
142 Nelli Zealal1d Gazette, 1920, pp939-940. 
143 See BBAD 1054 2088e, 'Proposed Light Railway Hamilton-Kawhia-Raglan', ANZ Auckland. 
144 District Engineer to Engineer in Chief, 21 December 1921, BBAD 1054 2088e, 'Proposed Light Railway 
Hamilton-Kawhia-Raglan', ANZ Auckland. 
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The link between the NIMT railway and the illegal transportation of liquor into the district will 

also be discussed in Chapter five. Before prohibition in the district ended in the 1930s, it appears 

a significant quantity of alcohol was regularly brought into the district on the railway. The 

evidence relating to this issue, which is mostly of an anecdotal nature, touches on the efforts that 

the police made to monitor and control railway traffic to prevent the traffic of liquor.145 

Chapter five will then provide an indication of the number of Rohe Potae Maori employed on 

railways in the district after the NIMT railway was opened to traffic. This issue - raised by 

claimants at research hui - is important because it sheds light on the extent to which Rohe Potae 

hapu/iwi enjoyed an ongoing economic benefit from the railway (including the provision of 

railway housing). Establishing how many Maori worked on the railway during selected years will 

involve time-consunling research. Annual lists of Railways staff exist for the years from 1913 to 

1985.146 These lists identify the place of employment for each staff member, but are arranged 

alphabetically, meaning that the entire list (of up to 20,000 workers) will need to be searched for 

any year to identify all workers in the Rohe Potae inquiry district. Also, using these lists, it is only 

possible to identify a Maori worker where a Maori surname is given. Electoral roles may provide 

another avenue for establishing the number of Maori railway workers in the Rohe Potae inquiry 

district. 

Evidence from three different sources indicates that the number of Rohe Potae Maori employed 

on the railways was not insignificant. A file concerning applications by Railways employees for 

. staff houses at Te Kuiti include several applications by Maori.147 Also, a Department of Maori 

Affairs district welfare report of March 1955 noted that unspecified number of Maori 'boys and 

girls' in rural areas commonly gained employment with the Railways Department.148 Lastly, at a 

recent research hui, claimants provided anecdotal evidence that significant numbers of Maori 

worked on the railways.149 

Chapter five will conclude with an assessment of the NIMT contribution to the national and local 

economy. This 'big picture' will help in understanding the overall public benefit provided by the 

railway in order to place the agreements and understandings reached prior to construction, and 

145 See, for example, 'Gone are the hilarious days and riotous nights when the King Country was our last frontier', 
Week!JI News, 23 October 1957. 
146 ABIN W3337 1-4, New Zealand Railways Lists of Staff, 1913-1985, ANZ Wellington. 
147 AAEB W3199 10907/2393/3 part 3, Allocation of Rouses at Te Kuiti, 1940-1957, ANZ Wellington. 
148 District welfare report, 31 March 1955, MA W2490/138 record no. 36/29/2 part 2 District - Welfare Officers 
Report - Waikato-Maniapoto 1955-1956, ANZ Wellington .. 
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their outcomes, in the broadest possible context. It should be noted that not only is much of the 

writing on this subject complex, it is also polemic, including the official record. The political 

nature of the arguments surrounding state constructed and operated railways in New Zealand, 

combined with the romance associated with the subject of railways generally, contributes to the 

polarisation of discussion. However, some general observations can be made. Importandy, any 

assessment of the contribution of the NIMT to the national economy should not be assessed on 

the operational profitably of the line itself, although it is factor for consideration. Rather, 

assessment should focus on the broader question of increased productivity fostered and 

economic growth stimulated through the land opened to farming and transportation provided by 

the NIMT. 

New Zealand ;ailways, until the restructuring of the 1980s, have not operated with a significant 

. business imperative to increase profits. As Waterson states: 'While the railways were expected to 

yield a dividend sufficient to cover working expenses, pay interest charges and earn a three or 

four per cent surplus if possible, the developmental role was the major part the railways were 

called uponto play.,150 Indeed, operational income for the whole of New Zealand railway system 

has generally been insignificant compared to the capital debt that was incurred in construction.l5l 

The problem has been compounded by the construction of many branch lines for political 

expediency rather than economic reason.152 Moreover, through most of the twentieth century 

incomes made on the lines themselves were artificially inflated, due to the concessions offered to 

commercial and individual customers, largely protecting New Zealand railways from the 

competition of road transport.153 

The NIMT appears to be an exception to this pattern, being a profitable and intensively used line. 

As the Minister of Works, Mr Goosman, stated in 1950: '418 miles of railway line from Auckland 

to Wellington carries 40 percent of the railway freight of the North Island and 13 percent more 

than the freight carried by all South Island railways:154 New Zealand Railways General Manager 

added in 1956: 

It [NIMT] is the busiest main line in New Zealand. Each weekday ten heavily loaded 
goods trains and two express trains pass over it in each direction. The goods trains carry 

149 This issue was informally discussed with claimants at the research hui held in Hamilton on 15 August 2008. 
150 Waterson, p86. 
151 Gee, p147; Waterson, ppl03-104. 
152 Waterson, pl04. 
153 Anderson, pp60-66; Garry Hawke, The Makillg qfNe)), Zealalld: A11 Eco11omic HistOI]" Cambridge University Press, 
Great Britain, 1985, pp264-265. 
154 D01lli11ioll, 18 May 1950 AAV1C W3180 2 PUB 1/8 part 1, NIMT, 1933-1958, ANZ Wellington. 
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some 3,000 tons of goods (coal, timber, cement, petrol, merchandise of all sorts) over the 
line every working day. And this traffic is being moved at a speed and with an economy 
that compares favourably with any railway traversing a similar type of country.!SS 

The general operation and profit raised by the NIMT, including any change over the twentieth 

century, will be discussed in Chapter five. The twentieth century Railway Statements in the 

AJREs provide a statistical starting point for this analysis. 

The NIMT has been a major stimulus to the North Island's, and in turn New Zealand's, 

economic development. The development of New Zeal~nd's railway system, with the NIMT as 

one of two major trunk lines, was an important auxiliary in the growth of the dairy and frozen 

meat export industry after 1881. The growth of these industries has been the foundation of New 

Zealand's twentieth century economy. After originally increasing production through 'opening' 

large areas to settlement and farming, rail has transported farm produce, quickly and efficiently, 

to processing facilities and to port for shipment as well as farm essentials back to rural areas for 

much .of the twentieth century.!S6 Moreover, the communication links established, and the joining 

of what were beforehand separated provincial markets, by the NIMT contributed to the North 

Island's surpassing of the South Island in economic growth and population. The NIMT's 

contribution to the broader economic development of New Zealand, although difficult to 

quantify, is clearly significant. 

Though the NIMT railway remained important to the national economy as a key part of New 

Zealand's transport infrastructure, the significance of the railway to the local economy 

diminished. The railway continued to playa role in transporting goods to other regions, but it 

appears that by 1970 the use of railway transport within the inquiry district had declined 

considerably.157 This shift saw the closure of some small, rural stations.158 Further, more far 

reaching rationalisation of operations would be undertaken in the 1980s, as discussed in the 

following outline of Chapter six. 

155 General Manager, Railways, to Editor, Weekb' Nelvs, 10 December 1956, AA VK W3180 2 PUB 1/8 part 1, NIMT, 
1933-1958, ANZ Wellington. 
156 Heron, pp143-147; Waterson, pp90-91. 
157 Ministry of Works Town and Country Planning Division, H7aikato, Coromalldel, alld Killg COlllltry regioll, Government 
Printer, Wellington, 1973, p173. 
158 See, for exatpple, correspondence relating to the 1979 closure of Ongarue station in AAEB W3440 PUB 1/8 part 
4, North Island Main Trunk Railways, 1978-1986, ANZ Wellington. 
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Chapter Six: Restructuring and beyond, 1980-2008 

Chapter six will examine developments since 1980. Focussing on issues of special relevance to 

Rohe Potae hapu/iwi, it will look especially at how railway operations in the Rohe Potae inquiry 

district were affected by the major restructuring of New Zealand's railway system that was carried 

out in the 1980s. Two aspects of the restructuring will be examined in some depth - the impact 

of staff cuts on Maori railway employees in the Rohe Potae inquiry district, and the disposal of 

railway lands deemed to be surplus to operational requirements. Chapter six will also briefly 

discuss changes to the ownership of the railways system, which was privatised in 1994 and 

returned to state ownership again in 2008. 

The chapter will open with a brief discussion of the situation that faced New Zealand Railways at 

the beginning of the 1980s - the context for the restructuring that was undertaken later in the 

decade.159 In short, Railways was posting significant financial losses, with its operating costs 

heavily outweighing the revenue earned through its freight and passenger operations. Steps to 

restructure Railways was taken initially by the National Government and later carried forward by 

the Labour Government elected in 1984. In 1982, the Railways Department became 

reconstituted as the New Zealand Railways Corporation, which was required to operate the 

railway system on a more commercial basis. The new Corporation faced growing competition 

for freight business from the road transport industry, which was fully deregulated in November 

1983. 

One of the Corporation's first initiatives was to commission a report by American transport 

management consultants Booz, Allen, and Hamilton, who were asked to assess the railway system 

and prepare a plan for restructuring. The resulting report proposed a number of significant 

changes and, broadly speaking, provided the blueprint for the restructuring process that was 

subsequently carried out.160 In accordance with the consultants' plans, the Corporation was 

broken into three business groups - freight, passenger, and property - and all operations 

rationalised on a cost-effective basis. 

159 There are a number of secondary sources that provide useful background discussions of the restructuring 
process. See, for example, David Leitch and Bob Scott, Bob, New Zeala/ld RaibvC!JIs: The First 125 Years, Heinemann 
Reed, Auckland, 1988; and R.Y. Cavana, RaibvCl)1 !ystolll ill NeJv Zealalld' case stllc!Y ill strategic chal/go, Graduate School of 
Business and Government Management, Victoria University, Wellington, 1992. 
160 Booz, Alien, and Hamilton, COll1prehmsitJe review r!f operatio/ls alld strategic optiolls evalllatioll, New Zealand Railways 
Corporation, Wellington, 1983. 
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Further research is requited to establish how railway operations in the Rohe Potae inquiry district 

were affected by restructuring. It is possible that long-haul freight operations on the NIMT line 
-

remained relatively unchanged because this line had, prior to restructuring, profitably carried a 

large amount of freight between main centres of population and was therefore not especially 

vulnerable to competition from road transport. As explained in the outline of chapter five, local" 

stations on the line had been closed prior to 1980, when the line became less important to 

meeting local transport needs. In the case of the Stratford-Okahukura line, it is likely that this 

line would have struggled to compete with road transport and that services were therefore cut 

back. 

One of the major social impacts of the restructuring of Railways was the large-scale job cuts that 

saw the number of employees decline nationwide from 21,600 in 1982 to 5,400 in 1992.161 It will 

be important to gauge how many jobs were lost in the Rohe Potae inquiry district. This issue is 

significant because it appears that, for much of the twentieth century, employment on the 

railways provided an ongoing economic benefit to at least some Rohe Potae Maori. 

Unfortunately, evidence relating to regional staff numbers after 1985 has not been located and 

requites further research. Also, it may be difficult to accurately determine the extent to which 

Maori workers were affected. It is possible that staff cuts in the Rohe Potae inquiry district were 

less dramatic than the proportion of jobs lost nationally. Many of the staff cuts appear to have 

concerned employees at the large railway workshops, none of which were located in the Rohe 

Potae inquiry district.162 However, members of the claimant community have provided anecdotal 

evidence that there were significant job losses in the King Country.163 As discussed earlier, oral 

history is a source that could potentially shed valuable light on the social impacts of restructuring. 

The restructuring of railways also raises significant issues concerning land. The Corporation's 

property business group was established with the aim of generating revenue from land 

development projects and the disposal of areas of railway land deemed to be surplus to 

" operational requitements. 164 It was recognised that these areas ofland had considerable value, 

particularly in urban areas. In the mid-1980s, the COlporation began disposing of surplus 

161 Cavana, p12. 
162 Leitch and Scott, p168. Also, see material in, for example, ABJP W4103 67 501/76/4 part 1, Staff Activities 
Linked to Corporate Downsizing, 1986-1987, ANZ Wellington. 
163 This issue was informally discussed with claimants at the research hui held in Hamilton on 15 August 2008. 
164 Leitch and Scott, p167. " 
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lands.165 This process continues today, though in 1994 responsibility for the disposals was 

handed to LINZ. A superficial assessment of 'disposal plans' held by LINZ show that a 

significant number of parcels in the Rohe Potae inquiry district have been disposed of since the 

mid-1980s. These disposals have mostly involved unused station land and some strips of land 

adjoining the track. Also, all of the railway houses in the inquiry district have been sold. It 

appears that a number of areas subject to disposal were formerly leased to private interests. The 

main report will attempt to identify the parcels that have been sold in the Rohe Potae inquiry 

district and when these disposals were carried out. 

The main report will closely examine the disposal process and, as part of this discussion, will 

present brief case studies of a selection of the railway disposals from the mid-1980s to the 

present day. Two important issues relating to the disposals require examination. The first issue 

concerns how statut~ry provisions that provide former owners with a right of repurchase ('offer 

back') have been applied. This is clearly a significant issue given that much of the railway land 

was taken from Rohe Potae hapu/iwi. In the Tttrallgi T01Vllship Report, the Waitangi Tribunal 

found that claimants were prejudicially affected by the offer back provisions of the Public Works 

Act 1981.166 

The second issue that requires examination is the extent to which effective processes have been 

followed to ensure that sufficient and appropriate land has been retained for the settlement of 

historical Treaty claims. Claimants have questioned whether railway lands will be available for 

Treaty settlement pUlposes. During the 1980s, the disposal of railway lands appears to have been 

undertaken without any mechanism to protect Maori interests.167 It is also notable. that lands held 

by the. Railways Corporation did not have to be memorialised under section 27 of the State

Owned Enterprises Act 1986. (Where a section 27 memorial exists, the Tribunal can technically 

make an order to return land to Maori ownership.) From 1991 to mid-1992, the Railways 

Cotporation began making informal checks to identify if lands were subject to specific Treaty 

claims, and between mid-1992 and mid-1993, the Crown Congress Joint Working Party, with 

Maori representatives, gave clearances to the disposal of railway lands, mostly concentrating on 

lands in the Auckland and Wellington metropolitan areas.168 In 1993, the present ~ystem of 

landbanking was established with the creation of the Protection Mechanism for Surplus Crown 

165 Cleaver, pp322-323. 
166 Waitangi Tribunal, T1ITallgi T01l1llship RepOlt 1995, Wellington, 1995, p323. 
167 Cleaver, p322. . 
168 Cleaver, pp322-323. 
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Land, which is today administered by the Office of Treaty Setdements. Some of the railway lands 

that have been disposed of in the Rohe Potae inquiry district are held in a regionallandbank. 

Chapter six will conclude with a brief discussion of changes to d'le ownership of the New 

Zealand railway system since the mid-1990s. In 1994, the rail network was sold to a private 

consortium that was to operate underthe name 'Tranz Rail'. The rail land corridor remained in 

Crown ownership and was leased to Tranz Rail for $1 a year. By retaining the land in public 

ownership, the government avoided having to deal with complex disposal issues. The rail land 

corridor lease was managed by the Railways Corporation until 2004, when Tranz Rail was 

purchased by Toll Holdings. At this time, the Crown re-acquired the track infrastructure, and in 

mid-2008 the government purchased Toll Rail, re~arning the rail operator 'Kiwi Rail'. 
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Project Plan for Final Report 

Project period: 17 November 2008 - 2 October 2009 (46 weeks). 

Philip Cleaver will work 39 weeks at 4 days/wk, a total of 156 days. 

Jonathan Sarich will work 42 weeks at 4 days/wk, a total of 168 days. 

A total of 324 days is required to complete the project. 

Days required to prepare the final report, broken into the following tasks: 

J oint project planning and revision: 

Research - written primal:y sources: 

Archives New Zealand, Wellington: 

Archives New Zealand, Auckland: 

Alexander Turnbull library: 

Auckland University library: 

Local (King Country) repositories: 

Land Information New Zealand, Head Office: 

Ontrack, Head Office: 

Published primary sources: 

Official sources: 

Newspapers: 

Autobiographical works, etc: 

Research - written secondary sources: 

Research - oral history: 

Writing (draft): 

Writing (revision of draft following QA and consultation): 

Preparing supporting papers: 

Total: 

Proposed timeline for project milestones: 
Draft Report: 14 August 2009 
Final Report: 2 October 2009 

Resources required for project: 
Travel and accommodation for two research trips: 

8 

48 

8 

5 

1 

2 

7 

5 

16 

16 

6 

40 

16 

100 

30 

16 

324 days 

1) Auckland (Archives New Zealand and Auckland University library) 
2) King Country (Local repositories and oral history interviews) 
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Appendix 

fulevallt S tatemellt oj Claim 

37 

48 

Okahukura Block 

(Consolidated Claims 
for Ngati Hikairo) 

Whanganui I<i 
Maniapoto Claim 

(N gati Haua claims) 

1.1, undated, filed 31 March 1987 
1. 1 (a) Amendment 7 October 1991; 
1.1 (b) Amendment 8 December 2004, re CNI 
Inquiries 
1.l(c) Amendment 8 December 2004, re CNI 
Inquiries 
1.1 (d) Amendment 27 April 2006 (Wai 1130 
1.1.1 (d)), re Whanganui Inquiry 
1.1 (e) Draft Final Statement of Claim, 8 Jun 05 
(Wai 1130, 1. 2.2 (b)) 
1.1 (1) Final Statement of Claim, 22 Jul 05 (Wai 
1130, 1.2.2); 
1.1(g) Amended Final Statement of Claim, 15 
Sep 06 (Wai 1130, 1.2.2(a)) 
1.l(h) Additional Statement of claim, 9 May 2008 
(in response to Wai 898 #2.5.28/2.5.29 
requesting claimants to declare their interests in 
TRP District including Te Rohe Potae 
1.2, undated, filed 9 October 1987 
1. 2 (a) Amendment, filed 1 May 1992 
1.2(b) Draft Final Statement of Claim, 10 Jun 05 
(Wai 1130, 1.2.6(a)) 
1.2(c) Final Statement of Claim, 22 Jul 05 (Wai 
1130, 1.2.3) 
1.2( d) Additional statement of claim, received 6 
May 2008 in response to Wai 898 #2.5.28 
attached to Memo Wai 898 #3.1.182 

Claimants assert that Okahukura block was acquired subject to 
Nordl Island Main Trunk Railway Loan Application 
Amendment Act 1889. The claim also asserts dle taking of 
Ngati Hakairo lands in Okahukura and Ohuanga blocks, 
widlout adequate compensation and failure to return dle lands 
to Ngati Hakairo when it was not used for railways or other 
specified purposes. 

Claimants contend dlat dle Crown did not adhere to 
agreements effected widl the Rohe Potae hapu/iwi (Te Rohe 
Potae Compact). 

1.2(d) Additional statement of claim asserts: 'The Crown 
adopted a policy of opening up the interior of the North Island 
including dle Inquiry District for greater setdement. In 
particular dle Crown sought to construct dle Main Trunk 
Railway Line dltough the Rohe Potae' (7.2). An action that dle 
claimants assert 'undermined the Rohe Potae Compact', 
'imposing' the NIMT on Rohe Potae hapu/iwi without their 
full and informed consent (8.4). 
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146 King Country Lands 1.1 filed 13 June 1990 Additional statement of claim is dle same filed for WAI 48 (see 
1.1(a) Amendment, 27 June 1990; above). 

(Ngati Haua claim, 1.1(b) Amendment 26 September 2001 
related to W AI 48) 1.1(e) Additional statement of claim, received 6 

May 2008 in response to Wai.898 #2.5.28 
attached to Memo Wai 898 #3.1.182 

483 Umukaimata - 1.1 filed 7 November 1994 Although concerned with additional issues, in relation to 
Waiaraia Block 1.1(a) received 20 May 1995 railways dns claim asserts that parts of the Umukaimata and all 

of the Waiaraia blocks were acquired under the 'North Island 
Main Trunk Railway Loan Application Act, 1886', but not used 
for railway purposes. 

535 Ngati Maniapoto 1.1 received 4 August 1995 Claim asserts dlat 'tribal lands taken for Crown Railway line' 
Lands and Resources are in breach of dle Treaty ofWaitangi 
Claim 

586 Ngati Te Puta Hapu 1.1 received 19 February 1996 This claim asserts dlat actions and omissions of dle Crown 
1.1(a) received 11 May 2007 which have prejudicially affected dle land and resources of 

:t:Jgati Te Putu hapu include: taking of hapu land for Crown 
Railway; introduction of liquor with the construction of North 
Island Main tlunk; destluction of kai moana and gathering 
rights (not clear if railway specific); and employment 
opportunities (not clear if railway specific). 

587 Ngati Te Kanawa and 1.1 received 21 March 1996 This clait.n.asserts dlatactions and omissions of the Crown 
Ngati te Peeln hapu 1.1(a) addition to clait.n 22 October 1997 wlnch have prejudicially affected the land and resources of 

1.1 (b) added 11 May 2007 Ngati Te Kanawa and Ngati te Peeln hapu include land taken 
for 'Crown Railway line'. 

616 Ngati Rora Claim 1.1 received 7 July 1996 Claim assertsdlat continuation of Main Trunk Railway was a 
1.1(a) 'addition' added 11 October 1999 breach of dle 'Sacred Agreement'. Also raised issues 
1.1(b) received 16 FebruaiY 2001 surrounding .the introduction of liquor into dle King Country. 

L-. __ --
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753 Ngati I<inohaku 1.1 received 29 May 1998 Claim asserts that continuation of Main Trunk Railway was a 
Lands, Forests and 1.1(a) 25 November 1998 breach of the 'Sacred Agreement'. Also raises issues 
Fisheries Claim 1.1(b) 15 March 2002 surrounding the introduction of liquor into the I<ing Country 

1.1(c) 21 January 2004 (similar wording to W AI 616). 

788 Mokau Mohakatino 1.1 received 15 July 1999 Involves land claims in Ongarue land blocks, Te 
and Other Blocks 1.1(a) received 21 January 2004 (Wai 1071, Kawakawa/ Al, Rangitoto Tuhua 76B, Rangitoto Tuhua 76Bl 
(Maniapoto) Claim 1,100(a)) potentially involving railway issues. 

833 Te Moana Rotoaira 1.1 received 24 August 1999 See WAI 37 
and Odler Resources 1.1 (a) 8 December 2004 amended consolidated 
Claim claim for Ngiiti Hikairo (refer Wail130#1.2.2(a), 

National Park District Inqui1:y) 
(Ngati Hikairo) 1.1(g) refer to Wai 1130, #1.1.18(b); Wai 1200 

#1. i.15(b) 
1.1 (h), Amendment for Te Rohe Potae Inqui1:y, 2 
May 2008 (refer to Memo Wai 898 #3.1.172) 
Amended (additional) SoC relating claimant's 
interests in Rohe Potae District Inquiry 

1224 The Uenuku 1.1 received 23 September 2004 The claim is largely concerned widl Tuwharetoa role in 
Tuwharetoa Lands 1.1(a) Draft particulru:ised statement of claim 'compact' and implications for their interests in Tuhua lands 
and Minerals Clalin for(National Park) Wai 1130 #1.2.10(a) received and larger Rohe Potae. In particular claim asserts 'Upper river 

10 June 2005 [Whanganui] iwi and hapu were vehemendy opposed to the 
1.1(b) Final Statement of Clalin (National Park) construction of the Main Trunk Railway ... '. In relation to the 
(Wai 1130#1.2.10) Te Rohe Potae district inqui1:y the clalin states: 'The clalinants 
1.1(c) received 24 Oct 2006 adding Roberta Rose wish to participate in dns inquiry to the extent ... that it will 
Williams hear relevant evidence on dle wider lnstorical context outside 
1.1 (d) Amended Statement of Claim, 9 May 2008 the inquiry district particularly in relation to dle 1883 Rohe 
(in response to Wai 898 #2.5.28/2.5.29 Potae petition area.' 
requesting claimants to declare dleir interests in 
TRP District including Te Rohe Potae Compact.) 

L ____ '-------------.... _----_ ...... _-_ ......... - L-_____ ....... ___ ....... ____ ..... ____ 
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1309 Ngati Te Ihingarangi 1.1 received 10 November 2005 This claim is concerned with the alienation of land in i 

[hapu] Claim Ketematingi Block and Rangitoto Tuhua, particularly 
acquisitions under the North Island Main Trunk Railway Loan 
Application Act 1886. The claim asserts that the purchases 
demonstrate the ' ... Crown's insatiable and excessive land 
takings for the main trunk.railway line in our rohe which was 
instigated and exploited for the purpose of land acquisition' 

1408 The Ngati Hotu 1.1 received 11 J un 2007 This claim is concerned with land within the rohe ofNgati 
Rohe Claim Hotu, including Rangitoto Tuhua Block. Railway issues 

include: ' ... the non-payment of compensation when our lands 
were taken for the main trunk railway-line.' 

! 
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Commission 
__ .· ... __ .':. __ ._h __ . ___ .. ~_ .. _. _____ .. __ .. _ .. _______ . ___ " ____ . 

( 

OfflC~Al Wal B9B #2.3.10 

IN THE WAITANGI TRIBUNAL· 

CONCERNING the Treaty ofWaitangi Act 1975 

the Te Rohe Potae District Inqulry 

DIRECTION COMMISSIONING RESEARCH 

1. On 10 March 2008, Wendy Hart was commissioned to prepare a scoping 
report on railways in the Te Rohe patae inquiry district (Wai 898, 2.3.5). 
Wendy Hart is not able to complete this commission and the commission 
'is accordingly cancelled. 

2. Pu.rsuant to clause 5A of the second ·schedule of the Treaty of Waltangi 
Act 1975, the Tribunal commissions Philip Cleaver, contractor, and 

. Jonathan Sarich, a member of the Tribunal's research staff, to prepare a 
scoping report on railways iti the Te Rohe Potae Inquiry district over the' 

. period from negotiations over a proposed railway in the early 1880s to the 
impacts of the later twentieth century state sector railways restructuring 
and any current Issues. 

3. The scoping report will identify and clarify the research issues, identify 
primary and secondary evidential sourpes and suggest approaches and 
timeframes for a subsequent main research report which will address the 
following research questions: 

a) the extent to which the construction and operation of the railways in 
this district reflected the understandings and assurances made in the 
negotiations between the Crown and hapd and iwi in the 1880s; 

b) Whether land .and resources acquired for railway purposes were 
significantly in excess of agreements in the negotiations, or of What 
was required for the actual railway route, and whether alternatives to 
taking. such as leases for specific railway purposes, were seriously 
considered by the Crown; 

c} whether 90mpensation for land and resources taken for the railway was 
adequately provided for and whether the compensation awarded was 
properly paid; . 
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Te Rohe P5tae District Inquiry, 10 July 2008 

d) the impact of railways takings on remaining lands, such as landlocked 
land, loss of access to urupa, and commercially unusable land between 
the railway line and roads; 

e) the relationship between railway development and the creation and 
managemen~ of native townships; 

f) the impact of the development and operation of the railways on hapO 
and iwi communities in the district and on their exercise of authority, 
Including the impact of construction camps on local communities and 
the role oLthe railways in enabling liquor to be introduced outside of 
community control; 

g) any benefits that Maori communities derived in the Te Rohe P5tae 
district from ~he arrival and operation of the railway, and the extent of 
any restrictions on opportunities to gain economic benefit from the 
railway, such as the use of legislative monopolies to prevent Maori 
sellfng resources such as timber; 

h) any later developments or agreed changes in understandings over the 
railway subsequent to the original negotiations, including over whether 
some land might be given free of charge, later Government and Native 
Land Court understandings and determinations of compensation 
payments for lands,. and later Inquiries into ·railways issues and 
agreements in the district, including the inquiry conducted by Justice 
Smith in 1946; 

i) negotiations and agreements over the restructuring of the railways in 
the 1980s, ownership of the railways corridor and any current issues 
concerning railway lands in the inquiry district; 

j) issues relating to lands taken but never used for· railway purposes, 
lands taken to fund railways and the returns of lands (and railway 
housing) no longer required for railway purposes; 

k) the relationship between the dev!9lopment and operation of the railway 
and the Crown's land purchasirig and land settlement policies. 

4. The commission commenced on 8 July 2008. A complete draft of the 
scoping report is to be submitted by 10 October 2008 and will be cirCUlated 
to claimants and the Crown for comment. 

5. The commission ends on 14 November 2008, at which time a copy of the 
final scoping report must be submitted for filinfl in unbQund form, together 
with indexed copies of any supporting documents or transcripts.· An 
electronic copy of the report should also be provided. in Adobe Acrobat 
format, together with any data tables in Excel or Access format and maps 
in a standard graphics file format. The report and any subsequent 
evidential material based on it must be flied with the Registrar. 

2 
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Te Rohe Potae District Inquiry, 10 July 2008 

6. At the discretion of the Presiding Officer, the commission 'may be extended 
if one or more of the following conditions apply: 

a) the terms of the commission are changed so as'to increase the scope 
of work; 

b) more time is required.for completing otie or more project c0mponents 
owing to unforeseeable circumstances, such as illness or denial of 
access to primary sources; 

, c) the Presiding Officer directs that the services of the commlssioneefs be 
temporarily reassigned to a higher priority task for the inquiry; or 

d) the commissionee/s Isfare required to prepare for andforglve evidence 
in another inquiry during the commission period, 

7, The" report may be received as evidence and the author may be cross
examined on it. 

The Registrar is to send this direction to all those on the notification, list for 
Wai ombined record of inquiry for Te Rohe Potas District Inquiry . 

• ,hl, II/daYo! ~ 

ge DJ Ambler 
P esiding Officer 
WAITANGI TRIBUNAL 

2008. 
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Archival records and manuscripts 

Archives New Zealand, Auckland 

Department of Survey and Land Information, Hamilton District Office 
BAOB 1542 1414b 3/2902 part 1, Railway Lands - Te Awamutu, 1972-1975. 
BAOB 1542 1493a 9/25 part 1, Main Trunk Railway Line, 1915-1917. 
BAOB 1542 1493b 9/25 part 2, Main Trunk Railway Line, 1917-1919. 
BAOB 1542 1494a 9/25 part 3, Main Trunk Railway Line, 1919-1922. 
BAOB 1542 1494b 9/25 part 3A, Main Trunk Railway Line, 1919-1922. 
BAOB 1542 1495a 9/25 part 4, Main Trunk Railway Line, 1922-1925. 
BAOB 1542 1495b 9/25 part 5, Main Trunk Railway Line, 1925-1933. 
BAOB 1542 1495c 9/25 part 6, Main Trunk Railway Line, 1933-1938. 
BAOB 1542 1496a 9/25 part 7, Main Trunk Railway Line, 1938-1939. 
BAOB 1542 1496b 9/25 part 8, Main Trunk Railway Line, 1940-1942. 
BAOB 1542 1496c 9/25 part 9, Main Trunk Railway Line, 1942-1951. 
BAOB 1542 1497a 9/25 part 10, Main Trunk Railway Line, 1951-1956. 
BAOB 1542 1494b 9/25 part 11, Main Trunk Railway Line, 1956-1961. 
BAOB 1542 1498a 9/25 part 12, Main Trunk Railway Line, 1965-1980. 
BAOB 1542 Al076/231a 9/25 part 13, Main Trunk Railway Line, 1980-1982. 
BAOB 1542 Al076/231b 9/25 part 14, Main Trunk Railway Line, 1983-1989. 
BAOB 1542 Al076/339j 9/423 part 1, Railway Access Te Koura, 1915-1967. 
BAOB 1542 Al076/301c 9/194 part 1, Railway Reserve - Te Kuiti, 1915-1916. 
BAOB 1542 Al076/315b 9/270 part 1, Te Awamutu - Pirongia Railway, 1923-1923. 
BAOB 1542 Al076/383b 9/771 part 1, Waimiha Railway Station, 1928. 
BAOB 1542 2110b 38/57 part 1, Surplus Government Properties -Ex New Zealand Railways 

Carroll St Te Kuiti, 1984-1984. 
BAOB 1542 2110c 38/58 part 1,Surplus Government Properties - Ex New Zealand Railways 

Carroll St Te Kuiti, 1984-1984. 
BAOB 1542 2110d 38/59 part 1, Surplus Government Properties - Ex New Zealand Railways 

Carroll St Te KUiti, 1984-1984. 
BAOB 1542 2110e 38/60 part 1, Surplus Government Properties - Ex New Zealand Railways 

Carroll St Te Kuiti, 1984-1984. 
BAOB 4979 A1239/276 MP 145 part 1, Maori Land Purcha~e by Crown - Railway Land 

Mangapehi Revesting, 1987-1988. 

Lands and Survey Office, Auckland 
BAAZ Box 193, Series 6776, Railway Lands. 

Ministry of Works and Development, Auckland District Office 
BBAD 1054 2088e 20/1/4, Railways - Hamilton -Kawhia - Raglan, 1920-1922. 

Maori Affairs Department, Hamilton District Office 
BAZQ 4958/740a 4/110 Welfare General 1976-1983 
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New Zealand Railways, Hamilton District Engineers Office 

BAHC A558 122a 139/10, NIMT Railway, 1963-1978. 
BAHC A558 161c 163/17, Hangatiki Land, 1964-1980. 
BAHC A558 173c 200/1 part 1, Otorohanga Station, 1908-1946. 
BAHC A558 174a 200/2 part 2, Otorohanga Sidings, 1905-1949. 
BAHC A558 176a 200/17 part 1, Otorohanga Land, 1961-1976. 
BAHC A558 176b 200/17 part 2, Otorohanga Land, 1976-1977. 
BAHC A558 201c 230/1 part 1, Te Awamutu Station Building, 1908-1955. 
BAHC A558 207a 231/2, Te I<awa Sidings, 1908-1976. 
BAHC A558 211b 235/2, Te Mawhai Sidings, 1913-1971. 
BAHC A558 211c 135/17, Te Mawhai Land, 1971-1974. 

New Zealand Railways Limited, Railnet Hamilton 
BBDJ A910 42c 46/11 part 1, Inspector of Permanent Ways - Te Kuiti, 1906-1982. 
BBDJ A910 21d 213/1 part 1, Poro-o-Tarao - Station Building, 1901-1980. 
BBDJ A910 21g 215/1 part 1, Puketutu - Stations Building, 1904-1973. 
BBDJ A910 22c 215/6 part 1, Puketutu - Loading Banks, 1909-1960. 
BBDJ A910 27a 230/3part 1, Te Awamutu - Platform, 1908-1986. 
BBDJ A910 27b 231/1 part 1, Te I<awa - Station Building, 1899-1970. 

Archives New Zealand, Wellington 

Alexander Turnbull Library 
AAOK W3241 11, [poster] Chateau Tongariro - National Park best reached by rail- North 

Island Main Trunk trains to National Park Station, 1931. 
AAOK W3241 56 [poster] New Zealand Railways Waitomo Caves, 1927. 

Department of Lands 
AAQU 889 W3428 565 24/4330, Railways - National: Staff Housing - General, 1955-1983. 
AAQU W3428 68022/1237, North Island Main Trunk Railway - also King Country Licensing 

Commission, 1915-1977. 
AAQU W3428 68022/1237, North Island Main Trunk Railway - also King Country Licensing 

Commission, 1979-1984. 

Department of Lands and SurVey, Head Office 
LS 1 45090, Township general file. 
LS 1 49968, Native townships general file re proposed surveys. 
LS 150217, Native townships general file re section 6. 
LS 1 25/53, Otorohanga township. 
LS 1 25/528, Taumarunui township. 
LS 1 665 50438, Waikato Maniapoto Tuwharetoa Maori Council file. 
LS 1 41642821, Te Kuiti township. 
LS 1 133928711/3, New Zealand Railways - Puriri Sleepers, no date. 
LS 1 134236538/59, Royalties on Railway Sleepers, 1897-1908. 
AADS W3562 47 36/1355 part 1, Timber - Railway Department's Milling Area - Ohakune, 
1910-1930. 
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Land Information New Zealand, National Office 
ABWN 6095 W5021 572 22/1237 part 2, North Island Main Trunk Railway - also King Country 

Licensing Commission, 1984-1986. 
ABWN 6095 W5021 59722/3054 part 1, North Island Main Trunk Railway - taking additional 

land at Te Kuiti (pukenui 2T Section 3 Block XV Orahiri Survey District and Block III 
Otanaki, 1921-1967. 

ABWN 8115 W5280 165 part 1, Register of Lands Acquired for Railway Purposes, 1890-1901. 
ABWN 8115 W5280 166 part 2, Register of Lands Acquired for Railway Purposes, 1901-1919. 
ABWN 8115 W5280 167 part 3, Register of Lands Acquired for Railway Purposes, 1919-1938. 
ABWN 8115 W5280 168 part 4, Register of Lands Acquired for Railway Purposes, 1938-1951. 
ABWN 8115 W5280 169 part 5, Register of Lands Acquired for Railway PUlposes, 1951-1961. 
ABWN 8115 W5280 170 part 6, Register of Lands Acquired for Railway Purposes, 1961-1972. 
ABWN 8117 W5280 129 part 1, Proclamation Register, 1874-1880. 
ABWN 8117 W5280 130 part 2, Proclamation Register, 1883-1902. 
ABWN 8117 W5280 141 part 2A, Alphabetical Index to Proclamation Register 2, 1883-1902. 
ABWN 8117 W5280 131 part 3, Proclamation Register, 1879-1902.. . 
ABWN 8117 W5280 132 part 4, Proclamation Register, 1902-1912. 
ABWN 8117 W5280 133 part 5, Proclamation Register, 1913-1920. 
ABWN 8117 W5280 134 part 6, Proclamation Register, 1920-1926. 
ABWN 8117 W5280 135 part 7, Proclamation Register, 1927-1931. 
ABWN 8117 W5280 136 part 8, Proclamation Register, 1932-1938. 
ABWN 8117 W5280 137 part 9, Proclamation Register, 1938-1941. 
ABWN 8117 W5280 138 part 10, Proclamation Register, 1941-1945. 
ABWN 8117 W5280 139 part 11, Proclamation Register, 1945-1950. 
ABWN 8117 W5280 140 part 12, Proclamation Register, 1950-1952. 

Legislative Department 
LE 1/217 1884/4- Committee - North Island Main Trunk Railway 
LE1/317 1892/12 - Committees - North Island Main Trunk Railway 
LE1/295 1890/13 - Committees - Railway Rates 
LE1/954 1930/198 - Accounts and Papers - Schedule of Accounts and Papers laid upon the 
table - Session 1930 - Lands, particulars relating to purchase of Timber lands by Railways, 
Forestry and other Departments for milling purposes, and prices paid for etc 
LE1/9441930/13 - Committees - Railways-lines Construction [Minute Books and 
Correspondence] 

Maori Affairs Department, Head Office 
MA 1 5/13/212, Otorohanga township - purchase of. 
MA 1 54/16/5, Otorohanga township. 
MA 13 75 43(a), King Country Special File No. 61 - correspondence, reports, compensation, 

labour and meetings relating to North Island Trunk Railway in Maori and translated, 1883-
1885. 

MA 13 75 43 (b) , King Country Special File No. 61- correspondence, interviews, reports, 
compensation relating to North Island Trunk Railway in Maori and translated, 1883-1884. 

MA 24/5, Royal Commission on Licensing Laws, 1945 - statement submitted by the Under
Secretary of the Native Department on the sale and supply of liquor to Maoris and granting 
licenses in the King Country, 1943 

MA W2490 13836/29/2 part 1, District - Welfare Officers Report - Waikato-Maniapoto1951-
1954. 

MA W2490 13836/29/2 part 2, District - Welfare Officers Report - Waikato-Maniapoto 1955-
1956. 
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MA W2490 139 36/29/2 part 3, District - Welfare Officers Report - Waikato-Maniapoto 1957-
1958. 

MA W2490 13936/29/2 part 4, District - Welfare Officers Report - Waikato-Maniapoto and 
Auckland 1959-1960. 

MA W2490 13936/29/2 part 5, District - Welfare Officers Report - Waikato-Maniapoto and 
Auckland 1961- 1962. 

AAMI<:: 869 1194b 54/16/5, Otorohanga township blocks - sales submitted for consent of 
Waikato-Maniapoto District. 

AAMI<:: 869 W3074/1067c 36/1/36, Welfare - Welfare Social Services Section - Reports on visits 
to Districts 1971 

AAMI<:: 869 W3074/1077c 36/4/3 part 6, Welfare - Wardens Hamilton District 1976-1980 
AAMI<:: 869 W3074/1078a 36/4/3 part 7, Welfare - Wardens - Hamilton District 1980-1981 
AAMI<:: 869 W3074/1106b 36/29/3 part 1, Welfare - Welfare Officers Reports - Hamilton 1962-

1975 

Native Land Purchase Department, Wanganui 
MA-MLP-WG 2/3, Otorohanga township. 
MA-MLP-WG 3/4, Taumarunui township. 
MA-MLP-WG 3/5, Te Kuiti township. 

New Zealand Railways [Record Group] 
R 31924/1839/1 parts 1-4, Return of permanent staff employed and amount of salru:y paid, also 

returns to temporary or casual employees employed and amount of wages, 1924-1955. 
R 3 W2278 16 1901/1392 part 1, Rate on Sleepers, 1892-1925. 
R 3 W2278 17 1901/1630 part 1, Construction of Stratford - Main Trunk Railway, 1897-1910. 
R 3 W2278 381902/2630 part 1, Private Siding near Te Kuiti, 1894-1928. 
R 3 W2278 471903/583 part 1, Private Siding Mangapehi, 1898-1943. 
R 3 W2278 53 1903/1989 part 1, Extension of North Island Main Trunk Line, 1887-1908. 
R 3 W2278 71 1904/901 part 1, Traffic Staff - Ongarue, 1904-1914. 
R 3 W2278 791904/2340/3 part 1, Fares and carriage of livestock and provisions for Maoris 

attending opening ceremonies of Maori meeting houses, 1933-1937. 
R 3 W2278 98 1905/2113 part 1, Stockyards Te Kuiti, 1905-1932. . 
R 3 W2278 1111906/1389/1 part 2, Staff - Taumarunui, 1921-1936. 
R 3 W2278 1311907/2726/1 part 1, Accommodation - Te Kuiti, 1907-1919 .. 
R 3 W2278 135 1907/3906/2 part 1, Frankton-Taumarunui Train Services, 1914-1921. 
R 3 W2278 135 1907/3906/2 part 2, Frankton-Taumarunui Train Services, 1923-1934. 
R 3 W2278 136 1907/3906/2 part 3, Frankton-Taumarunui Train Services, 1932-1949. 
R 3 W2278 2161910/3916/1 part 1, Fencing in main trunk railway, 1880-1907. 
R 3 W2278 2251910/5443 part 1, Accommodation - Te Kuni, 1896-1968. 
R 3 W2278 231 1911/1294 part 1-3, Land at Te Kuiti - Removal of Stone, 1911-1958. 
R 3 W2278 232-234 1911/1981/4 parts 1-14, House building programme - Numbers-

Locations etc, 1919-1968. 
R 3 W2278 2341911/1981/11 part 1, Newspaper reports re railway houses, 1919-1925. 
R 3 W2278 2351911/1981/31 part 1-3, Houses for workshop employees, 1928 - taking land and 

erection, 1927-1954. 
R 3 W2278 2361911/2223/1 part 1-3, Construction of Stratford-Okahukura railway, 1911-1964. 
R 3 W2331151912/3461"part 1, Private Siding Ongarue, 1912-1966. " 
R 3 W2331 25 1912/4787/1 part 1, Accommodation - Mangapehi, 1912-1948. 
R 3 W2381 651916/910/1 parts 1 and 2, Employment of Labour, 1895-1957. 
R 3, W2381 741916/1120/10 parts 1 and 2, Recovery of possession of Railway Houses required 

by the Department, 1931-1956. 
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R 3 W2476 671919/2418 part 1, Social Hall- Te Kuiti, 1919-1983. 
R 3 W2476 129 1920/5917, Private Siding - Te Kuiti - Fowlers Brick Limited, 1920-1948. 
R 3 W2381 43 1915/3935 part 1, Leasing Railway Land, 1895-1956. 
R 3 W2381 48 1915/4135/20 M, North Island Licensing Authority (part file), 1933-1934. 
R 4 W2560 61899/2478, Suggestions to show place names in Maori, 1899-1892. 
R W4425 686, Seeing New Zealand by Rail- North Island [poster], 1919. 
R 480 1898/2756 part 1, Maintenance of railway boundary fences, 1878-1930. 
R 481 1898/2756 part 2, Maintenance of railway boundary fences, 1932-1935. 
R 481 1898/2756 part 3, Maintenance of railway boundary fences, 1935-1954. 
R 14 W2337 16 31/10 part 5, Housing Main File, 1969-1974. 
R 17 W2563 312/1, Lease of railway reserve at Te Kuiti, 1923-1952. 
R 18 W2854 23 PUB 91/9, Taumarunui Centenary 1960, 1960.· 

New Zealand Government Railways, General Manager's Office 
AAEB W3199 10907/2393/3 part 3, Allocation of Houses at Te.Kuiti, 1940-1957. 
AAEB W3199 11407/3906/2 part 4, Frankton Junction - Taumarunui Train Services, 1950-

1968. 
AAEB W3199 11407/3906/11 part 2, Goods Train Auckland - Frankton - Taumarunui, 1931-

1971. 
AAEB W3199 159 10/2525 part 1, Traffic Staff Mangapehi, 1910-1986. 
AAEB W3199 162 10/3916/1 part 3, Fencing North Island Main Trunk Area: Frankton-Marton, 

1947-1965. 
AAEB W3199 176 11/3851, Accommodation Ongarue, 1906-1979. 
AAEB W3293 38 9867, Te Kuiti Quarry, 1915-1947. 
AAEB W3293 4110969 part 1, Te Kuiti Private Siding - Beros Brothers, 1905-1960. 
AAEB W3239 4612219 part 1, Ongarue Station, 1907-1979. 
AAEB W3293 4712416 part 1, Te Kuiti Station, 1906-1959. 
AAEB W3293 5414832 part 1, Te Awamutu Staiton, 1893-1958. 
AAEB W3293 61 17404 part 1, Otorohanga Private Siding - Otorohanga Timber Co. Ltd and 

Otorohanga Lime Co. Ltd, 1916-1968. 
AAEB W37341-28, Registers ofInwards Correspondence, 1898-1932. 
AAEB W3438 21/1824/7 parts, 1-4, Review of Northlsland Train Services, 1974-1982. 
AAEB W3438 21/3737, Station accommodation Tuhua, 1913-1981. 
AAEB W3438 22/2342, Railway Department paying capital value for land reserved for Railway 

purposes and instruction that when Department sells land full value to be obtained for same, 
1896-1973. . 

AAEB W3438 22/3166, Stock Yards - Mangapehi, 1918-1981. 
AAEB W3439 17521, Leasing and Disposal of Railway Land, 1897-1978. 
AAEB W3440 PUB 1 part 3, Historical information relating to the opening and operation of 

sections of the N.Z. Railways, 1977-1987. 
AAEB W3440 PUB 1/7 part 3, Construction and History of Stratford Okahukura Railway, 1983. 
AAEB W3440 PUB 1/8 part 4, North Island Main Trunk Railways, 1978-1986. 
AAEB W3440 PUB 3/9 part 4, Railway Stations Good Sheds arid Crossing Loops North Island, 

1977-1987. 
AAEB W3440 PUB 27 part 1, "Rail" Magazine, 1981-1987. 
AAEB W3440 PUB 36 parts 3 and 4, Railway Workshops, 1982-1988. 
AAEB W3440 PUB 38 part 1, "Railnews" (Newspaper to Staff), 1985-1986. 
AAEB W3440 PUB 48 part 3, Statements by MiniSh"] of Railways and General Manager re: 

Progress and Development ofNZ Railways, 1977-1987. 
AAEB W3440 PUB 69/4 part 2, Folder - "North Island Main Trunk Railway", 1980-1986. 
AAEB W3440 PUB 82 part 3, Release of Railway Information - Policy, 1983-1985. 
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AAEB W3440 PUB 82/2 part 1, Release of Railway Information to News Media - copies of, 
1983-1987. 

AAEB W3440 PUB 100/19 part 1, 75 th Anniversary Celebrations - Driving of Last Spike of 
North Island Main Trunk Railway - 6/11/1883, 1908-1988. 

AAEB W3661, Railway plans. 
AAEB W3875, Photographs. 

New Zealand Rail Limited, Corporate Support Services Group 
ABJP W4098 28 04/2340/1 part 4, Fares and Train Arrangements for Maori Gatherings, 1964-

1980. 
ABJP W4098 28 04/2340/3 part 2, Fares and Carriage of Livestock and Provisions for Maori 

Attending Official Functions at Marae, 1937-1985. 
ABJP W4098 47 07/3906/2 part 5, Franklin Junction - Taumarunui Train, 1969-1986. 
ABJP W4098 5409/2645/1 part 2, Management ofNZ Railways - Working Papers Setting up 

Corporation, 1980-1982, 
ABJP W4098 5409/2645/1 part 3, Management ofNZ Railways - Working Papers Setting up 

Corporation, 1981-1981. 
ABJP W4098 5409/2645/1 parts 18-23, Control and Management of New Zealand Railways, 

1960-1988. 
ABJP W4098 5409/2645/2 part 16, Control and Management of New Zealand Railways

Newspaper Clippings, 1982-1985. 
ABJP W4098 5409/2645/2 part 17, Control and Management of New Zealand Railways

Newspaper Clippings, 1985-1986. 
ABJP W4098 57 09/2645/64 part 1, Railway Discussion Booklet- 'Time for Change', 1978-

1981. 
ABJP ~4098 57 09/2645/64 part 2, Railway Discussion Booklet - 'Time for Change', 1981-

1984. 
ABJP W4098 6410/3916 part 4, Fencing - NIMT - Frankton to Marton, 1966-1981. 
ABJP W4098 6410/3916 part 5, Fencing - NIMT - Frankton to Marton, 1982-1985. 
ABJP W4098 67, Housing Review 1982, 1983-1988. . 
ABJP W 4098 67, 11/1981/52, Procedure and Financing Arrangements for Disposal of Surplus 

Houses, 1984. 
ABJP W4098 92 14/3619/3 part 2, Conditions Applicable to the Occupation of Railway Houses 

by Employees, 1954-1986. 
ABJP W4098 11115/3698/1 part 15, Amendments to Government Railways Act, 1980-1982. 
ABJP W4098 111 15/3698/1 part 15, Amendments to Government Railways Act, 1983-1984. 
ABJP W409811115/3698/1 part 17, Railways Act Amendments, 1984-1987. 
ABJP W409811415/3935/6 part 1, Property Business Group Land Hamilton, 1986-1987. 
ABJP W4103 43 ~91/11 part 1, Freight Strategy Project - Booz, Allen, and Hamilton, 1984-1988. 
ABJP W4103 43 392/1 part 1, Business Strategy, 1984-1987. 
ABJP W4103 43 392/2 part 1, Business Planning for the Corporation (Repositioning Project), 

1984. 
ABJP W4103 43 392/2, Business Planning for the Corporation, 1984-1985. 
ABJP W4103 43 392/3 part 1, Property Management Group, 1984-1985. 
ABJP W4103 43 392/5 part 1, Booz-Allen Repositioning Projects, 1984-1986. 
ABJP W4103 66, 501/76/3 part 1, Employment - Staff Ceiliilg, 1973-1976. 
ABJP W4103 67,501/76/3 part 2, Employment - Staff Ceiling, 1976-1977. 
ABJP W4103 67, 501/76/3 part 3, Employment - Staff Ceiling, 1977-1979. 
ABJP W4103 67, 501/76/3 part 4, Employment - Staff Ceiling, 1980-1985. 
ABJP W4103 67 501/76/4 part 1, Staff Activities Linked to Corporate Downsizing, 1986-1987. 
ABJP W4103 67 501/95/2 part 1, Trade Training Schemes, 1940-1973. 
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New Zealand Railways Corporation, Head Office 
ABJQ W4177 1, Index Cards (A-Z subject index to articles written in the New Zealand Railways 

Magazine),1926-1940. 
ABJQ W4177 1, Index Cards (A-Z subject index to photographs printed in the New Zealand 

Railways Magazine), 1926-1940. 
ABJQ W4439 17017, Map of central North Island showing areas of bush available for milling, 

1909. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448 2 L12485, DeanJM- Agricultural Site: Kopaki, 1956-1983. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448 2 L13197, Kennedy JP Lease of Land: Otorohanga (temp file), 1984-1986. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448 3 L13854, Otorohanga Transport Ltd - Coal Stacking Site: Otorohanga, 

1921-1981. 
ABJQ 17005 W544811 L21881 part 1, Bell AM Lease of Land: Otorohanga, 1966-1990. 
ABJQ 17005 W544811 L21940 parti, BlairWJ -Lease of Land: TeAwamutu, 1931-1978. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448 12 L23035 part 1, Otorohanga Timber Co Ltd - Lease of Land: 

Otorohanga, 1921-1981. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448 17 L28605, Maloney -lease ofland at Otorohanga, 1949-1988. [This is one 

of a number of files in this series that appear to relate to the lease of railway land at 
Otorohanga.] 

ABJQ 17005 W5448 24 L32937, Brook MH - Lease of Land at Te Kuiti, 1975-1981. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448 28 L34775, TeAwamutu-Lease of Land, 1949-1986. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448 41 L39299, Waipa County Council- Lease of Land: Te Awamutu, 1926-

1989. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448 46 L40756, Residential Site at Poro-o-Tarao, 1967-1979. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448 57 L42774, Bevan - grazing and cropping at Ongarue, 1969-1989. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448 60 L43261, Te Kuiti Play Centre Lease No 43261- Te Kuiti, 1969-1981. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448 62 L43594, Mobile Oil (NZ) Ltd - Lease of Land: Te Kuiti, 1966-1971. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448 71 L44787, Boyle LM - Lease of Land: Te Kuiti, 1931-1973. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448 71 L44880 part 2, Otorohanga Borough Council- Lease of Land: 

Otorohanga, 1974-1986. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448 72 L44971 Norton MG & WL - Lease of Land: Mangapehi, 1973-1989. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448 76 L45508 McDonald DC..:.. Lease of Land: Ohaupo, 1973-1986. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448 77 L45610, Car Park Site Otorohanga, 1971-1983. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448 86 L46511, Eketone J Lease of Land: Te Awamutu, 1974-1976. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448 87 L46609, Barr GR - Lease of Land: Ohaupo, 1969-1987. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448 87 L46624, Fortescue SG & FN - Lease of Land: Waitete, 1975-1987. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448 92 L47083, Fortescue SG Te Kuiti, 1969-1976. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448 93 L47217, Te Awamutu Borough Council Te Awamutu, 1976. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448 123 L49934, Te Awamutu Co-operative Dairy Company Limited - Te 

Awamutu, 1975-1984. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448125 L50057 [1], V Storey: TeAwamutu, 1977-1986. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448 125 L50057 [2], Skleners EW: Te Awamutu, 1986-1991. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448130 L50477, DibbleBros Ltd - Lease of Land: Te Awamutu, 1958-1981. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448 131 L50501, Somerville 1M & AJ - Lease of Land: Rukuhia, 1976-1986. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448 133 L50700, Jacobsen BM - Lease of Land: Ohaupo, 1982-1989. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448 134 L50812, Packwood - Lease of Land at Te Kuitl, 1982..;1987. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448 136 L50965, RB Motor Engineering Ltd Te Kuiti Lease of Land, 1981-

1983. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448 137 L50981 parts 1 and 2, E and D Visser - Lease of Land - Te Kumi, 

1980-1992. 
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ABJQ 17005 W5448 142 L51307, Bay of Plenty Co-op Fertilizer Co Ltd - Te Kuiti Lease of 
Land, 1981-1984. 

ABJQ 17005 W5448 142 L51319, Lucas CW Ohaupo Lease of Land, 1978-1988. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448 142 L51333, Rothery HB Hangatiki Lease of Land, 1975-1983. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448 142 L51334, Smith IB and LB Hangatiki Lease of Land, 1983. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448146 L51580, Hagen MH Te Awamutu, 1976-1985. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448146 L51580, Hagen MH TeAwamutu, 1988-1991. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448 146 L51581, Hollinshead WR Residential Site/Te Awamutu, 1973-1987. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448 148 L51716 part 1, Fagan RS &:MR Hangatiki Lease of Land, 1979-1984. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448 146 L51580, Hagen MH Te Awamutu, 1988-1991. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448 150 L51821 [1], Hagen MH, 1984. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448 150 L51821 [2], Hagen MH, 1984-1991. 
ABJQ 17005 W54,48 150 L51830, Lang GJ & PM Otorohanga Lease of Land, 1963-1984. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448150 L5.1857, ParrJW &WRNgaroto Lease of Land, 1963-1987. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448 151 L51933 part 1, Murphy TA & CM Kopaki Lease of Land, 1977-1988. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448 156 L52223 [1], Higgins GJ & MN - Lease of Land/Te Kuiti, 1979-1985. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448 156 L52223 [2], Higgins GJ & MN - Lease of Land/Te Kuiti, 1985-1991. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448 158 L52267, Bayliss J & Co Ltd, Lease of Land/Te Awamutu, 1979-1985. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448 158 L52272, Shaw RJ & HF, Lease of Land/Te Awamutu, 1985. 
ABJQ 17005 W5448 158 L52293 part 1, Were KF - Lease of Land/Te Kumi, 1980-1985. 
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