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MEMORANDUM-DIRECTIONS OF THE CHAIRPERSON

In its March 2006 inquiry proposal, the Ngapuhi Design Group [NDG] stated
that it was ‘of vital importance to the NDG that it is Ngapuhi themselves who
present to the Tribunal the Ngapuhi understandings of Te Whakaputanga and
Te. Tiriti at the very place that these precious taonga were brought forth. For
this reason the opening hearing week should be held at Te Tou Rangatira,

Waitangyi'.

The time has come for claimants and the Crown to decide whether they wish
to proceed early to such a hearing. It is possnble that addressing this core
issue early will provide a platform to allow the iwi involved in this inquiry
district to decide whether they wish to proceed to full hearings or whether
there is support for early negotiations. | hasten to add that the Tribunal has
absolutely no preference either way whether in respect of early
commencement of a Treaty hearing or the appropnate path for parties after
those hearings are completed. | am interested only in gauging whether there
is support for what would be an innovative but potentially helpful way to build

momentum.

To consider that possibility, a judicial conference will be held at
Waitangi on Friday 26 September 2008 beginning at 10 am.

If there is support, considerétion will need to be given at the conference to:

e Timing — perhaps commencement of hearings in 2009.
Scope — the Treaty story itself, Crown Mé&ori conflict 1840 — 1846, the role
of the Church and so forth.
Relevant evidence — claimant, technical and independent.
Funding and process for preparation.




Above everything else, the Tribunal needs to know whether there is broad-
based support for an early start to the NDG proposal to deal with'the Treaty
story first. This will determine whether we are able to develop the necessary
momentum for a full inquiry into the area of Aotearoa that gave birth to Te
Tiriti o Waitangi. , :
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