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REVISED LAND ALIENATION OVERVIEW 

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
1 Wai 898, #A21 p34. 
2 Wai 898, #3.4.116 p5, Wai 898, 3.4.288 at [14], Wai 898, A70 p47. 
3 Number adjusted from 151,869 figure of claimant counsel submissions to exclude the Waipa-Waitetuna purchase. Number also 
adjusted from the 142,000 acres as provided in Crown counsel closing submissions, reasons given in Crown memorandum dated 
30 January 2015.  
4 Wai 898, #3.4.122 p23, Wai 898, #A21 p43, Wai 898, #A60 p562. 
5 Wai 898, #A28 p385. 
6 Wai 898, #A28 pp 422-426.  
7 By 1889, Joshua Jones held under perpetual lease 53,285 acres of the 56,500 acre Mokau Mohakatino block. Wai 898, 
#3.4.122(b) p2. Wai 898, #A28 p385.   
8 Wai 898, #A20(a) para 47. 
9 Wai 898, #3.4.121 p35, Wai 898, #A20 p148, Wai 898, 3.4.293, at [117]. 
10 Wai 898, #3.4.121 p47, Wai 898, #A20 p 160 – 163, Wai 898, 3.4.293, at [118]. 

TSOI  Land Alienation Mechanism and 
Breakdown of Total Acreage  

Total Acres Alienated  Non-permanent 
alienation figures 
coloured yellow 

Figures in the 
alternative 
coloured grey 

INQUIRY DISTRICT 
PROPER TOTAL 

 
 1,931,136 acres 

GIS estimate of the 
area of the Tribunal 
Inquiry District.1 

TSOI 8: PRE-
TREATY 
TRANSACTIONS: 
OLD LAND CLAIMS 

Old Land Claim Commissions - New 
Zealand Land Claims Ordinance 1841 
Act and the Land Claims Settlement 
Extension Act 1858.  

416 acres.2 - 416  

TSOI 9: 1840-1865: 
PRE-NATIVE LAND 
COURT 
ALIENATIONS 

Crown purchases from 1851 to 1864. 129,181 acres.3 - 129,181 

TSOI 11: 1865 – 
1885: 
PURCHASING 
DURING THE 
AUKATI 

Private purchase of Mohakatino 
Parininihi 2.  

682 acres - private purchase 
1881.4  

- 682 

Mohakatino-Paranihinihi and Mokau-
Mohakatino title investigated in 1882.  

Perpetually renewable lease to 
Joshua Jones under the Mokau 
Mohakatino Land Act 1888.5  

At least 26,000 acres was 
permanently alienated around 
1911.6 Captured within TSOI 19 
figures. 

- At least 53,2857 

TSOI 5: NORTH 
ISLAND MAIN 
TRUNK RAILWAY 

Part VI of the PWA 1882, continued 
under Part VII of the PWA 1894.8 

 

Pre 1903 - 1096 acres (includes 
188 acres gifted).9   

- 1,096 

Post 1903 - at least a further 192 
acres.10 

- At least 192 

Wai 898, #3.4.130(h)
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11  Wai 898, #A63, p144. 
12 Wai 898, #A63(f) p61. 
13 Wai 898, #A63(f). 
14 Wai 898, #3.4.107 p49, Wai 898, #A79, p318 and p331. 
15 Wai 898, #3.4.107 p98, Wai 898, #A79, p598. 
16 Wai 898, #3.4.121 p42, Wai 898, #A146 p82. 
17 Wai 898, #A73 p90.  
18 Wai 898, #A21 p131.  
19 Wai 898, #3.4.119 p3, Wai 898, #A21 p44. 
20 Wai 898, #A21 p131.  
21 Wai 898, #3.4.119 p3, Wai 898, #A67 p27. 

TSOI 17: PUBLIC 
WORKS  

 

Native Lands Act 1865 (s76) 5% rule 
3,205 acres.11 

16,871 acres.12   - 16,871  

Total non-compensated road takings 
5,133 acres.13 

TSOI 10: THE 
NATIVE LAND 
COURT 

Survey Costs - estimate of 91,000 
acres within the original Aotea-Rohe 
Pōtae block (1897 – 1907).14 

Alienations covered by Crown 
purchasing post NLC TSOI 12 and 
19. 

 

Faulty surveys - for example, 
estimates of the land lost by Māori 
owners of Umukaimata range from 
5,000 to 11,000 acres.15 

TSOI 12: 1885 - 
1909: LAND 
ALIENATION 
DURING THE 
PERIOD OF PRE 
EMPTION  

Crown Purchasing  

165,123 acres purchased under 
Railway loan finance.16 

170,571 acres purchased under Māori 
Land Settlement Act 1905 up to 31 
March 1909.17 

804,511.51 acres using sum of 
land purchased as provided in the 
A21 report inclusive of purchasing 
in 1889 and 1909.18 

- 804,511.51 

 

811,077 acres using 42% of total 
land area.19  

- 811,077.12 

Private Purchasing  25,176.97 acres  using sum of land 
purchased as provided in the A21 
report inclusive of purchasing in 
1889 and 1909.20 

- 25,176.97 

21,242 acres using 1.1% of total 
land area.21 

- 21,242.5 
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22 Wai 898, #A146 p198, AJHR 1909, G11. 
23 Wai 898, #A93 p 117.  
24 Wai 898, #A69 p 172. Dr Hearn gives the examples of section 5 of the Native Land Amendment and Native Land Claims 
Adjustment Act 1926, section 30 of the Native Land Amendment and Native Land Claims Adjustment Act 1929, and section 78 of 
the Native Purposes Act 1931. 
25 Wai 898, #3.4.125(b). 
26 Wai 898, #3.4.125 para 234.1. 
27 Wai 898, #3.4.125(b). 
28 Wai 898, #3.4.125(b). 
29 Wai 898, #3.4.125(b). 
30 Wai 898, #3.4.125(b). 
31 Wai 898, #3.4.125(b). 
32 Wai 898, #3.4.125(b). 
33 Wai 898, #3.4.125(b). 
34 Wai 898, #3.4.125(b). 

Leasing 1905 – 1909.  

 

180,839 acres, blocks over 10 
acres leased from 1904 to 1909.22  

Almost 450,000 acres leased by 
1909.23 We suggest that the 
majority of this land was 
subsequently sold to private 
individuals post 1909. This figure is 
included in TSOI 19.  

Same land subject to the “efforts of 
successive governments during 
the 1920s and 1930s to ease the 
burden on settlers of rates.”24 

- 450,000 

TSOI 13: NATIVE 
TOWNSHIPS 

Parawai 485 acres.25  

Established in 1900 majority 
transferred to the King in 1927.  

Created under Native Townships Act 
1895 

1043 acres – total affected “almost 
completely alienated from the 
owners either by way of acquisition 
by the Crown or private parties, or 
through a perpetual leasing 
system.”26  

300 acres approx - Crown 
purchases covered in TSOI 19.  

200 acres approx – roads covered 
in TSOI 17.27  

40 acres approx - private 
purchases covered in TSOI 19.28  

30 acres approx - subject to 
perpetual leases as of 2009.29 

404 acres – revested (Parawai).30  

- 30 acres approx  
subject to perpetual 

leases as of 2009 

Karewa 54 acres.31 

Created under Native Townships Act 
1895 

Te Puru, 23 acres lands sold to the 
Crown in 1912.32  

Created under Native Townships Act 
1895 

Otorohanga 243 acres.33 

Created under Native Land 
Amendment Act 1902 

Te Kuiti 238 acres.34  

Created under Native Land 



 4 

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
35 Wai 898, #3.4.120 p9, Wai 898, #A146 p128. 
36 Wai 898, #A73, p155. 
37 Wai 898, #3.4.120 p15, 898 #A73 p120. 
38 See Wai 898 #A73 p146 and 271. Pakeha lessees were also paying less rent than they should have been and their improvements 
were overvalued, Wai 898, #A73 p 184.  
39 Wai 898, #3.4.114 p23, Wai 898, #A69(b).  
40 Wai 898, #3.4.114 p15, Wai 898, #A69 p89. Tables 2.4 and 2.5 of Wai 898, #A69 give figures for lands awarded to the Crown.  
41 AJHR 1932, G10, p.16, Cross-examination Dr Hearn Wai 898, #A69 Report Wai 898, #4.1.20 p112. 
43 Wai 898, #3.4.114 p25, Wai 898, #A75 p425. These do not include combined partition blocks under the Native Land Act 1931 
(s146).  
44 Our calculation of the acreage of the ’23 amalgamated blocks listed by Basset and Kay.’ We note some overlap with consolidation 
and amalgamation in this figure – Te Ahoroa and Mahoenui Station note consolidation and amalgamation of lands within final block 
acreage. The largest amalgamations totaling over half of the combined acreage of lands affected by amalgamations are Te Hape 
(11,429 acres) and Tiroa (34,262 acres). 

Amendment Act 1902 

TSOI 14: VESTED 
LANDS 

Māori Lands Administration Act 1900 
(s31) 

25,607 acres - in Rangitoto Tuhua 
blocks voluntarily transferred to the 
Maniapoto Tuwharetoa Māori Land 
Council ‘for administration.’35  

Approx 50% of 
205,179 acres 

(102,600) vested 
for lease.     

 
Native Land Settlement Act 1907 205,179 acres - total vested in 

Waikato-Maniapoto Maori Land 
Board for lease and sale.36  

734,448 acres remaining in Maori 
ownership as of 1907 focus of 
vested lands.37 

Almost all land vested for lease 
was permanently alienated as 
100% compensation for 
improvements in lease 
agreements.38 Alienation included 
in general post 1909 purchasing 
figures, TSOI 19.  

Native Land Act 1909 

TSOI 15: 
TWENTIETH-
CENTURY LAND 
TITLE REFORM 

Consolidation  

Native Land Amendment and Native 
Claims Adjustment Act 1923 (s6-8) 

From 1952, closely associated with 
Development Schemes.39 

Rates compromise - £16,950 to be 
reimbursed in by award of land or 
cash payments.40 Forms part of 
overall Crown purchasing figure 
TSOI 12 and 19.  

400,000 acres approx - affected by 
the consolidation scheme.41 

- 400,000 
(consolidation 

orders prohibiting 
private alienation, 

for up to two 
decades.)  

Amalgamation 

Māori Affairs Act 1953 (s435) 

Māori Affairs Amendment Act 1967 
(s15-19) 

Closely associated with Development 

23 amalgamated blocks listed by 
Basset and Kay.43  

85,000 acres approx.44  
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42 Wai 898, #3.4.114 p23, Wai 898, #A69(b).  
45 Wai 898, #3.4.114 p26, Wai 898, #A75 (f) p 3.  
46 Wai 898, #3.4.114 p29. Wai 898, #A75 p 407. 
47 Wai 898, #3.4.114 p32. Wai 898, #A21 p127. 
48 Included in permanent alienation as this reflects a change of status of land from ‘Maori land’ but not immediately from Maori 
ownership. Still Europeanisation was implemented to make alienations of blocks with four or fewer owners easier, Wai 898, #A75 
p415.  
49 Wai 898, #A69 p196. 
50 Wai 898, #A69 p196. 
51 Wai 898, #A69 table 8.7 p362. 
53 Numbers do suggest that between 1940 and 1980 there was at least 20,000 acres of Rohe Pōtae Maori land under development 
at any point in time. 

Schemes.42 

Conversion 

Māori Affairs Act 1953 Act (137, 151A, 
and 445) 

Māori Affairs Amendment 1967 Act 

Closely associated with Development 
Schemes. 

Ownership patterns in over 2,500 
blocks in the Waikato- Maniapoto 
District were re-arranged.45           

Overall acreage unknown.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

By 1975, the Waikato-Maniapoto 
District the most active district, 
purchased approximately 30 
percent of the national total.46 

 

Europeanisation  

Māori Affairs Amendment 1967 Act 

28,514.99 acres - converted from 
Maori freehold land to general 
land.47  

Unknown amount changed back to 
Maori freehold status.  

- 28,514.9948 

TSOI 16: LAND 
DEVELOPMENT 
SCHEMES 

Native Land Amendment and Native 
Land Claims Adjustment Act 1929 
(s23)  

The Native Land Amendment Act 
1932 (s17) and subsequent 
legislation.  

 

38,915 acres - gazetted as under 
development within Te Rohe Potae 
by 1941 and 23,284 acres had 
been developed (over 12 
schemes).49 

Post 1941 data only available per 
Maori land district - does not 
correlate to Inquiry District. Figures 
indicate modest increase up until 
1949.50  

21,525 acres - Te Rohe Pōtae land 
in operational development 
schemes in 1953 (does not include 
Aramiro).51 

19,629 hectares (48,504 acres) - 
Te Rohe Pōtae land in operational 
development schemes in 1980 

Varying at different 
times. Land under 
development also 
included Crown 
land. Numbers 
difficult to 
quantify.53 
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52 Wai 898, #A69 table 8.8 p363 hectares converted into acres. 
54 Wai 898, #A24(h) p7. 
55 Wai 898, #A24(h) p8. 
56 Wai 898, #A24(h) p8. 
57 See Wai 898, #A24(h)(i) example Awaroa A6B2.  
58 See Wai 898, #A24(h)(i). 
59 These allowed sale of entire blocks with consent of as little as five owners in a block. 
60 Wai 898, A21, at 131-134.  
61 Wai 898, 3.4.298, at [24] and Wai 898, A21, at 46-51. This figure is based on the percentages for this period for alienations to 
private purchasers that are provided in the A21 report. 
62 Wai 898, #A073, p531. 
64 Wai 898, A21, at 131-134. This figure is the total amount of land alienated to the Crown from 1910-2010 as provided in the A21 
report. 
65 Wai 898, 3.4.298 at [19] and Wai 898, A21, at 46-51. 

(including Aramiro).52 

TSOI 18: RATING Native Land Act 1931 (s540) 
 
 

 

Maori Purposes Act 1950 (s34) 

Maori Affairs Act 1953 (s387) 

Acts entitled leases to be paid 75% of 
improvements.  

36,705 acres subject to 
applications.54  

20,615 acres orders made (11,634 
acres remain Maori land 56.4%).55 

16,090 orders not made (5,902 
acres remain Maori land 36.7%).56 
Of this, some compulsory leases 
may still be in place today.57 

-20,615 

(11,600 remains 
Maori land). 

Lands subject to 
compulsory leases 

for varying 
periods.58 

 

TSOI 19: LAND 
ALIENATION 
(OTHER) 

Private Purchasing  

Meeting of owners mechanisms.59 
Also mechanism of proxy voting an 
issue.  

433,815.68 acres using sum of 
land purchased as provided in the 
A21 report inclusive of purchasing 
in 1910 and 2010.60 

- 433,815.68 

 

427,692.12 acres using 
percentage calculation.61 

- 427,692.12 

Crown Purchases  

Native Land Act 1909 (s363) extended 
pre-emption powers, Crown could 
inform Ministers of contemplated 
purchases and restrict private 
alienation on that basis.62  

Native Land Amendment Act 1913 
extension of pre-emption powers to 
include “land which the Crown sought 
not only to purchase but also to lease 

215,354.07 acres using sum of 
land purchased as provided in the 
A21 report inclusive of purchasing 
in 1910 and 2010.64 

- 215,354.07 

 

211,902.16 acres using 
percentage calculation.65 

- 211,902.16 
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63 Wai 898, #A73 p 532. 
66 Wai 898, #A073, p631. 
67 Wai 898, #A073) p 615 
68 Wai 898, #A69 p 172. Dr Hearn gives the examples of section 5 of the Native Land Amendment and Native Land Claims 
Adjustment Act 1926, section 30 of the Native Land Amendment and Native Land Claims Adjustment Act 1929, and section 78 of 
the Native Purposes Act 1931. 
69 Wai 898, #A73 p 758.  
70 Note Wai 898, #A21 total tracked area of permanent alienations 1,644,259 acres, p 37 and actual area of remaining Maori Land 
as of 2010, based upon a quantification of current Māori land blocks 233,204 acres, p50. Therefore the actual area of permanent 
alienations amounts to approximately 1,697,800 acres or 88% of the Inquiry District. The difference between the two figures is the 
total untracked area of alienation within the Wai 898, #A21 report. 

or otherwise acquire.”63 

Meeting of owners mechanisms. Also 
mechanism of proxy voting. 

Purchasing 1910 – 1923 focus on 
resettling soldiers returning from WWI. 

Leasing  

Trouble recovering rent from the Maori 
Land Boards.66 

From 1906 - Waikato-Maniapoto Maori 
Land Board begab to play a key role.67 

 

Same land subject to the “efforts of 
successive governments during 
the 1920s and 1930s to ease the 
burden on settlers of rates.”68 

12,191 acres subject to s 30 of the 
Native Land Amendment and 
Native Claims Adjustment Act 
1929 and section 78 of the Native 
Purposes Act 1931 by December 
1932.69 

Incomplete figures 
for land that was 
subject to rent 
adjustments and 
other concessions 
to lessees in the 
20s and 30s. 

Total Land 
Permanently 
Alienated of the  of 
the Tribunal 
Inquiry District.70 

 Using TSOI 12 and 19 figures of  
using sum of land purchased as 
provided in the A21 report.  

- 1,655,811.22  

Using TSOI 12 and 19 
percentages as provided in the 
A21 and A67 reports as calcuation 
of total Inquiry District.  

- 1,648,866.89 




