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MEMORANDUM-DIRECTIONS OF THE PRESIDING OFFICER

On 16 February 2010 Moana Tuwhare filed a joint memorandum of counsel with the
Tribunal (Wai 1040, #3.1.166).

Ms Tuwhare raised the issue of the unofficial advice she had received that the
indicative hearing dates in March were no longer available. The Tribunal has stated
on a number of occasions that starting the initial hearings depends on ‘claimant
readiness. The Tribunal has been continuing to assess readiness not only of the
claimants but also in terms of other factors such as Tribunal resourcing, overall
Tribunal planning (not only for this hearing but other hearings), Tribunal
administrative matters and availability of Tribunal members. The Tribunal can
officially confirm that the indicative dates of 22 and 29 March 2010 are no longer
available for the commencement of hearings. We will look, if possible, to confirm a
definite date for the commencement of the initial hearings following the chambers
conference.

In her memorandum of 16 February 2010 (Wai 1040, #3.1.166) Ms Tuwhare
requested a teleconference be held on 24 February 2010 with herself and two other
counsel. The Tribunal's preference is that the issues to be discussed at a telephone
conference should be discussed in an open forum at the chambers conference.
Counsel will have ample opportunity to discuss issues raised in my memorandum-
directions of 10 December 2009 (Wai 1040, #2.5.29) and further issues raised in the
recent memoranda of counsel at the chambers conference of 25 February 2010.
Accordingly, | decline the request for a teleconference to be held.

On 10 February 2010, David Howden sought leave from the Tribunal for two
representatives of the Legal Services Agency to attend the chambers conference on
25 February 2010 (Wai 1040, #3.1.165). | informed parties that | would grant the
leave sought. The Tribunal received a query on 13 February 2010 from claimant
counsel, Charl Hirschfeld regarding the two representatives for the Agency. The
Agency has confirmed that Rogan Spears and Sarah Azzarelli will be in attendance
at the chambers conference.

The Tribunal would appreciate if counsel could indicate whether they will be in
attendance at the chambers conference by 23 February 2010. Counsel should
contact Inquiry Facilitator, Tina Mihaere on 04 914 3038 or via email:
tina.mihaere@justice.govt.nz.




The Registrar is to send this direction to all those on the notification list for Wai 1040,
the Te Paparahi o Te Raki Inquiry.

DATED at Wellington this 22" day of February 2010

Judge C T Coxhead
Presiding Officer
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