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KEI MUA TE RŌPŪ WHAKAMANA I TE TIRITI                      WAI 898  
BEFORE THE WAITANGI TRIBUNAL      WAI 537 

I TE TAKE O                                  TE TURE O TE TIRITI O 
WAITANGI 1975 

 IN THE MATTER OF THE TREATY OF WAITANGI 
ACT 1975 

ME 
AND 
 
I TE TAKE O TE ROHE PŌTAE 
IN THE MATTER OF DISTRICT INQUIRY  
 
ME 
AND 
 
I TE TAKE O NGĀ KERĒME O RICHARD 

TIKI O TE RANGI TAMIHANA 
(THOMPSON) MŌ NGĀ HAPŪ 
O TAHINGA 

 
IN THE MATTER OF A CLAIM BY RICHARD TIKI O 

TE RANGI TAMIHANA 
(THOMPSON) FOR AND ON 
BEHALF OF TAHINGA TRIBES
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KO NGĀ WHAKAPĀ TUHINGA WHAKAUTU MŌ  
NGĀ HAPŪ O TAHINGA 

 
REPLY SUBMISSIONS ON BEHALF OF NGĀ HAPŪ O TAHINGA  

TO CROWN SPECIFIC CLOSING SUBMISSIONS 
 

 

MAY IT PLEASE THE TRIBUNAL 

MIHI POROPOROAKI 

Anei te karanga wairua ki nga tini mate o Ngāti Tahinga, mai Kaipara ki te ngutu awa o 

Waikato, ki Te Akau, eke iho ki Patikirau kei te takutai o Whaingaroa, ki te motu Karewa, ki 

roto Kinohaku, huri noa, huri noa.  

E tangi tonu ana mo te wehenga a tinana o Tiki o Te Rangi Thompson jnr., i haere tere atu 

ki te pō i tēnā tau, no reira moe mai i te Atua e te rangatira, haere atu ra.  

Ki nga rangatira pupuri tikanga o Ngāti Tahinga, tū mai, tū mai, kia maia mai ra! 

 

1.0 WHAKATŪWHERA/INTRODUCTION 

1.1 These reply submissions are made on behalf of the Wai 537 claimants Mr Richard Tiki o 

Te Rangi Tamihana (Thompson) and others on behalf of the hapū and whānau of Ngāti 

Tahinga (“the claimants”). 

 

1.2 These submissions adopt the various claimant generic reply submissions, insofar as they 

relate to the claims and issues raised by the claimants.  

 

1.3 For the benefit of the claimants, counsel wish to add further claimant specific responses 

to the Crown’s closing submissions. Unless otherwise stated these reply submissions 

refer to the Crown’s specific closing submissions set out in the compiled document Wai 

898 #3.1.310 (e).  

 

1.4 In particular, these reply submissions will address the lack of Crown response1 to the 

claimants closing submissions. The claimants were disappointed to not have a Crown 

reply to their specific claim, however they understand that the Crown only responded to 

a few of the numerous specific hapū claims.  

                                                           
1 Wai 898 #3.1.310 (e) 
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1.5 The specific nature of this claim is the block of land at the northern side of Whaingaroa 

called Te Akau D block. It includes the fundamental issues of tino rangatiratanga, land 

alienation, war and raupatu and the suppression of the tikanga of the Tahinga tribes by 

the Crown. 

1.6 As discussed with the Judge at the Week 15 hearing when presenting the Wai 537 

closings in November 2014 and again at the Crown closings in Week 17, Counsel are not 

pressing the raupatu issue in the same way as other claimant hapū. However, the war and 

raupatu remain live issues for Ngāti Tahinga because they are a backdrop to the divisive 

and violent means by which the Crown pitted hapū against hapū and after which it 

introduced more commissions and courts. The Crown was eventually able to acquire 

nearly all of Te Akau D block, including those Tahinga land interests within the Inquiry 

District. It is the context of those Crown actions which is important in creating an 

understanding of how matters came to be in the present day.  

2.0 CROWN RESPONSE - WAIKATO RAUPATU JURISDICTIONAL ISSUES 

2.1 The Crown has not responded specifically to the Wai 537 claim concerning the Waikato 

Raupatu jurisdictional issues2 relating to this claim but instead generally has relied on and 

adopted the Crown’s generic closing submissions on this topic.3  

2.2 Counsel accepts the jurisdictional test as the Tribunal has previously stated being: 

That it may only inquire into their raupatu claims where the claimants can establish that they are making the claim on the 

basis of some other non-Waikato or Waikato-Tainui affiliation / whakapapa. 

2.3 Counsel submit that the claimants meet the threshold of this jurisdiction test in that: 

a) The claimants have whakapapa and whenua interests in Te Rohe Pōtae through 

their own myriad lines of whakapapa; 

b) The claimants have a continuing registered legal land interest in Te Rohe Pōtae in 

Kinohaku West, Karewa Island and in Te Akau D, where the landlocked urupa 

known as Patikirau on the northern shore of Whaingaroa opposite Raglan wharf, 

holds the bones of their tipuna. 

                                                           
2 Wai 898 #3.1.310 (e), para 60, pg 23 
3 Closing Submissions of the Crown on War and Raupatu, (9 December 2014), Wai 898, 3.4.300 
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c) The claimants tikanga dictate that they remain bound to, ‘pānga whenua, pānga 

tūpāpaku, pānga tapu’, in Te Rohe Pōtae; 

3.0 WHAKAPAPA/ CONCLUSION 

3.1 While the Crown has made no specific submission to the Wai 537 claim, and their 

generic submissions on raupatu do not refute any of the core specific claims made by 

claimants.  

3.2 Accordingly, Counsel maintains its original submission of findings and recommendation 

in favour of the claimants’ position.  

Dated this 21st Day of March, 2015 
Kei Tamaki Makau Rau,  

                                  
Tavake Barron Afeaki |David McCarthy |Winston McCarthy 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 




