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5 Ngati Maru Tribal History 

5.1 The People 

There is little written material which records the tribal origins 
of Ngati Maru. Also, since the written versions have partial 
differences, establishing authenticity is somewhat difficult. 
A common element, however, is that Maru Wharanui is the common· 
ancestor of the Taranaki Ngati Maru. 

Ngati Maru hapu which have been mentioned in published materials 
are Ngati Te Ika, Ngariki and Ngati Hine. 6 A list of sixteen 
Ngati Maru hapu has been collated by Dennis Patuwairua and Pono 
Whakaruru. 7 The sixteen hapu being: Ngati Kui, Ngati Kopua, 
Ngati Rautao, Ngati Rongonui, Ngati Mihi, Ngati Takahi, Ngati 
Hinemokai, Ngati Wharanui, Ngati Kehu, Ngati Tearei, Ngati Teika 
and Ngati Kura te Uta. 

An early account Of Ngati Maru's tribal origins was recorded by 
Parris in 1872. B Initially, he understood Ngatimaru to be a 
section of the Ngatiawa tribe, but this assertion was ~isproved 
by information.he later obtained. 9 With the assistance of Hone 
Pihama, a Ngati Ruanui chief, Parris was informed that the 
Ngatimaru tribes living in the Ngatimaru country, in the Upper 
Whanganui, and at the Thames, are descendants of a branch of the 
Ngati Ruanui tribe. They originally lived at a place called 

6 

7 

B 

9 

See above note 2. Reference made to hapu, in Smith's 
book at p 18. Also, reference made in petition of 
Kapua Keepa, Ngati te Ika; Petition No 74/1925, and 
file N.D. 1925/322, also refer to Raupatu Document 
Bank, vol 4, at p 1461 

Hapu list extracted from writings of Pono Whakaruru's 
father, by Dennis Patuwairua and Pono Whakaruru. List 
provided to Waitangi Tribunal researcher, June 1995. 
Refer to copy at Appendix 3 

Parris, Civil Commissioner of New Plymouth. 
Information taken from his report, 6 August 1872, to 
the Hon. Minister for Public Works. Appendix to the 
Journals of the House of Representatives (1873) G-8, 
No. 30 at pp 24-25 

II Ngat imaru II and 
interchangeably 

"Ngati 
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Rata-Maru, near Otapawa in the Ngati Ruanui district. The elders 
of this section of the tribe were Maru-haranui, Maru-kopiri, and 
their sister Mihirawhiti. Maru-haranui, the eldest brother, 
settled on the Waitara, the origin of the district and the people 
being called Ngatimaru. Maru-kopiri settled at Manganui-a-te-ao 
(Upper Whanganui). Maru-Tuahu, son of Mihirawhiti, settled at 
Thames. Consequently the Ngatimaru tribe at Thames are the 
younger branch. They are the most numerous at the present day.10 

Percy Smith recorded a somewhat different account. 11 According 
to his source, three brothers, Maru Kopiri, Maru-whara-nui and 
Maru-Tuahu, were descendants of the captain of the Tainui waka, 
by a Waikato woman named Mihi-rawhiti. This woman lived at 
Kawhia, where her children were born, after which they moved to 
the Ngati Ruanui country, her husband's home. As relayed by 
Parris, Smith's version records that the Maru brothers scattered 
to the varying areas of Taranaki, the Whanganui river, and to the 
Thames/Hauraki region .12 

Patuwairua says that whakapapa could be recited indicating that 
Ngati Maru were the tangata whenua when Kupe arrived. 13 However, 
Edward Ngeru, of Ngati Maru, stated in his article that the tribe 
are descendants of the Tokomaru Canoe. 14 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

See above note 8 

SP Smith, History and Traditions of the Taranaki Coast 
Wellington NZ: Polynesian Society, 1973 at pp 19-20 

ibid 

Dennis Patuwairua Submission to the Waitangi Tribunal 
by Ngati Maru in the matter of the Muru me te Raupatu, 
Waitangi Tribunal Record of Documents, Taranaki Claim 
(Wai 143), document FlO, p 1 

Robert Brown, Te Moa: 100 years history of Inglewood: 
1875-1975 at pp 31-32. Also, L Aitken and M Webb 
Purangi 1891-1991 (1992) at p 4. Both books contain 
an article by Edward Te M Ngeru, The Maori History of 
the Ngatimaru Area. Edward Ngeru, school teacher, his 
article does not give an account of Ngati Maru 
whakapapa to descendants of the Tokomaru canoe 
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Ngati Maru were closely allied to Ati-awa and also with Ngati 
Ruanui. 15 This close relationship could explain why Parris had 
intially considered Ngati Maru to be a section of Ngatiawa. A 
further explanation was raised by Patuwairua during his oral 
submission to the Waitangi Tribunal. Patuwairua stated that Te 
Atiawa was a confederation of four tribes, namely, Ngati Tama, 
Ngati Mutunga, Atiawa and Ngati Maru. So, for that reason, 
records about Ngati Maru may have been absorbed within the 
identity of Te Atiawa. Conversely, it was not unusual of the 
Government to ignore tribal divisions, unless it suited them to 
recognise the people separately. 16 

In Smith's opinion, he said that the tribe could never have been 
a numerous one. By the early 1900s, Ngati Marti had sadly reduced 
in numbers. They were principally confined to the neighbourhood 
of Purangi, on the Upper Waitara river. A few, however, were 
known to be living at Otaki, on the Wellington-Manawatu Railway 
line. 17 The Maori based at Otaki at that time were likely to be 
descendants of, or the original Ngati Maru people who migrated 
south with Te Wharepouri during the early 1830s period. 

5.2 The Land 

The tribal boundary is an important issue of contention raised 
by the claimants. Written records on the tribal boundary are 
rather sparse, and they also vary somewhat from the oral accounts 
advocated by Ngati Maru kaumatua .18 

In his writings, Smith stated that precise information about 
Ngati Maru's tribal boundaries was lacking. They were an inland 
people of bush dwellers. Generally, NgatiMaru owned the whole 
of the Waitara valley and most of its branches from about the 
junction of the Manga-nui with the Waitara river. Also, their 

15 

16 

17 

18 

See above note 11, p 18. "Atiawa", "Ati Awa" and 
"Ngati Awa" will be used interchangeably 

Heather Bauchop, The Invasion of Taranaki & Iwi 
Losses: A Summary, Waitangi Tribunal Recqrd of 
Documents, Taranaki Claim (Wai 143), document H11, 
1992, P 116, footnote 309, Appendix to the Journals of 
the House of Representatives (1868) A-1 at p 59 

See above note 11 

See above note 13, p 1 
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boundaries matched with Ngati Mutunga and Ati Awa on the west, 
Ati Awa and Ngati Ruanui on the south, the numerous tribes known 
under the general name of Whanganui on the east, and with Ngati 
Haua on the north. 19 

Smith noted Skinner's account of Ngati Maru which mentions: 

... that they made great clearings and built numerous pas 
in the forest east of Stratford, in Manga-o-tuku and Poho­
kura blocks, as also the cultivations along the Upper 
waitara and in the Tara-mouku, Manga-moe-hau, Makino, and 
other valleys leading into Waitara, and now known as the 
Ngati Maru country.20 

During the 19th century, the tribe had numerous pa sites along 
the Waitara River bank. 21 This is in sharp contrast with their 
present day marae base. According to Ngati Maru claimants the 
only functioning Ngati Maru marae is Te Upoko 0 te Whenua, at 
Tarata. This marae had been established only in recent years. 

19 

20 

21 

See above note 11, p 18-19 

SP Smith, History and Tradi tions of the 
Coast, Journal of the Polynesian Society, 
19, Chapter 12, p 28 

Taranaki 
1910, vol 

See overpage, map of pa sites along the Waitara river. 
The map is an extract from article by Edward Ngeru, 
Robert Brown, Te Moa: 100 years history of Inglewood: 
1875-1975; L Aitken and M Webb, Purangi 1891-1991 
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5.2.1 Tribal boundary issue 

The 1928 Sim Commission report included maps depicting tribal 
boundaries in Taranaki, including the boundary of Ngati Maru. 22 

This depiction however, contrasts greatly with Ngati Maru oral 
tradition. 

Traditionally, Ngati Maru's rohe is: 23 

.. , from Waitara to Mt Damper along to Ohura, a straight 
line to Cherry Grove in Taumaranui, down the Wanganui River 
to Matemateaonga, straight down the centre of the range to 
Stratford, north on a line along the State Highway 3 to 
Tariki then 50 kilometres out of Inglewood following the 
Wanganui River to the Wai tara River. 24 

This was the account Patuwairua gathered from Ngati Maru 
kaumatua, and he pr.esented to the Waitangi Tribunal in October 
1991. 25 This boundary includes the rohe of the Ngati Haua tribe 
of Taranaki. It also stretches into other rohe areas, ie 
Atiawa, Ngati Tama, Ngati Mutunga, if compared to the rohe 
defined in the Sim Comission map. 

A second account of Ngati Maru's rohe has since been provided by 
Patuwairua. It is an account extracted from writings by Pono 
Whakaruru's father, and compiled by Patuwairua and Pono 
Whakaruru. The second account, which is recorded in Maori, 
refines the boundaries of the Ngati Maru rohe: 26 

'" from the Maikaikatoa stream to the hills of Tangitu, 
Pouiatoa and Tuipaki, along the Taramoukou river to where 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

See Sim Commission map, end of this section of report 

See maps of rohe, at end of this section of report 

See above note 13, p 2 

ibid, P 1 

Dennis Patuwairua, Te Rohe 0 Ngatimaru Wharanui. An 

account compiled with assistance from Pono Whakaruru, 
provided to Waitangi Tribunal researcher, June 1995. 
Copy of rohe defined in Maori, is attached at Appendix 
3 
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· .. 
it joins the Manganui river, then following a straight line 
southward in the direction of Te Ahurangi. Then from where 
the Patea river joins Mangaehu river, follow across the top 
of the Matemateaonga range to where the Tangahoe stream 
meets the Whanganui river. Head up the Whanganui river to 
where the Tangarakau stream joins it, continue along the 
Tangarakau stream to where it meets the Heao river. Follow 
the Heao river to where it meets Tatu, then go across to 
the Waitaraiti hill.27 

It is difficult to define definite rohe boundaries for any iwi, 
and in this situation, for Ngati Maru. What needs to be kept in 
mind however is that, regardless of differences of perception 
about the extent of Ngati Maru' s customary rohe, prior to 
raupatu, Ngati Maru were owners of substantial landholdings. 
Such landholdings are estimated to be approximately 605,000-
635,000 acres. 

27 Note, this is a translation which was used by the 
writer to estimate the confines of the rohe 
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6 Pre-Taranaki Land Wars 

A number of significant events impacted upon Ngati Maru during 
the nineteenth century. These major events, contributed 
immensely toward the tribe's eventual state of virtual 
landlessness. 

6.1 The Northern Expedition, 1819-1820 

Prior to the. Taranaki land wars, Ngati Maru suffered defeat by 
a Nga Puhi war party in 1819-1820. The northern expedition was 
led by Tuwhare, Patuone, Nene, accompanied by the Ngati Toa 
chief, Te Rauparaha. The party dwelt for a time with Te Ati Awa 
allies, at Manukorihi. It appears that, during that period, a 
feud existed between Manukorihi and Pukerangiora people situated 
four miles up the Waitara river. The northern party seized the 
opportunity to use their muskets, and against Pukerangiora. But 
the Pukerangiora defences were too strong. Instead, the would 
be attackers continued up river and attacked Ngati Maru: 

the taua attacked and took a small pa belonging to 
Ngati Maru, named Puke-kaka-maru, situated not far from 
Pukerangiora on the Waitara river [ ... J. Here Ngati Maru 
had gathered for safety and to offer battle to the 
invaders, under their head chiefs Patu-wairua and 
Tutahanga. 28 

It was Tutahanga that had defeated both Nga Puhi and Waikato 
formerly; but in the second war he was killed, with many of Ngati 
Maru-whara-nui. The pa in which he fought was Te Kerikeringa. 29 

The killing of their leaders Tutahanga and Patu-wairua dispirited 
the tribe. The remainder escaped across the Waitara river to the 
east along the Taramouku valley and then into the numerous 
clearings throughout the great forest that extended inland for 
many miles. 

6.2 Waikato attack, 1831 

In 1831, 
defeats. 

28 

29 

a Waikato taua headed to Taranaki to avenge earlier 
According to Ballara: 

See above note 20, p 29 

ibid, pp 29-33 
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Great numbers of Taranaki people were killed at 
Pukerangiora, and many survivors took refuge with Te 
Wharepouri at Otaka pa, Ngamotu. 30 

Despite the success of Te Ati Awa in driving off Waikato at 
Otaka, Te Ati Awa leader, Te Wharepouri, and other chiefs thought 
that Waikato were bound to return again seeking revenge. Hence, 
they decided "to migrate southwards to new homes far away from 
their strongest enemies." 31 

Many of Ngati Maru remained in their own territory along the 
Upper Waitara and amongst them was one of the principal men named 
Te Ika-tere. 32 However, numerous Ngati Maru Maori joined the 
heke or migration: 

under their chiefs Haere-tu-ki-te-rangi (who died at 
Whareroa, Otaki), Te Rangi-huatau, Te Whita, Rakuraku, and 
Pukere; some of whom eventually settled -at Titahi Bay, 
Porirua - others were assigned lands at Tipapa, between 
Wainui and Whareroa by the Ngati-Toa chief Te Pani. 33 

7 The .Taranaki Land Wars 

The extent .to which Ngati Maru participated in the Taranaki wars 
of 1860-1861, and 1863-1864, has not been widely documented. In 
fact, there does not appear to be any recorded evidence which 
implies that the iwi of Ngati Maru engaged in rebellion against 
the Crown during these wars. As suggested earlier in this 
report, Ngati Maru may have been regarded as a hapu of Te Atiawa, 
and so their actions weren't recorded as those of a separate iwi. 

Access through Ngati Maru territory was utilised by various taua 
engaged in war. The Taumata Mahoe track was a main route through 
Ngati Maru tribal lands, and was frequented by tribesmen from the 

30 

31 

32 

33 

The Dictionary of New Zealand Biography, 
1769-1869, T85 entry, Te Wharepourii 
Ballara, at pp 521-522 

ibid 

Volume One, 
by Angela 

See above note 20, ?vol 19, Chapter 19, at pp 51-52; 
the lament by Te Ika-tere 

ibid, P 51 
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Ngati Maru and Upper Wanganui country. 34 This track was an 
important cross-country connecting link between the hinterlands 
of Taranaki and the western sea coast. 35 

7.1 Wiremu Kingi, takes refuge in Ngati Maru rohe 

Ngati Maru is renowned for accommodating Kingi following the end 
of the first Taranaki land war. In the early 1860s, Kingi 
initially took refuge in the Waikato, staying at Kihikihi with 
Rewi Maniapoto. 36 When peace had settled at Taranaki, Kingi 
returned with his followers and lived secluded in Ngati Maru 
territory for twelve years. 37 He lived along the Waitara river 
at Te Nau and Manutangihia. After his long seclusion, in 1872, 
Kingi went to Parihaka and became a follower of Te Whiti. A 
number of Ngati Maru people went with Kingi, and became keen 
followers of Te Whiti also. 

8 Titokowaru's war: 1868-1869 

The scene of Titokowaru's war, during 1868-1869, was between 
Wanganui and Mount Taranaki. Titokowaru, a Ngati Ruanui leader, 
initially fought with a small fo:rce of around eighty men. Among 
the individuals recorded as joining the struggle was Tihirua, a 
young priest, from Ngati Maru. 

As the war continued, support was gained by various iwi including 
Nga Rauru, and recruits from Te Ati Awa, Taranaki and Ngati Maru. 
Titokowaru enjoyed a number of successes against the British 
force during his campaign before finally retreating from 
Tauranga-ika to inland Ngati Maru territory. Titokowaru's 
relationship with Ngati Maru was through family marriages with 

34 

35 

36 

37 

See above note 14. Refer to article by Edward Ngeru, 
p 33. Also, see map of Taumata Mahoe track, attached 
at Appendix 4 

Reference as to whether Ngati Maru participated in the 
second Taranaki war, has not been investigated in this 
report. Only the effects of the 1860-1861 war which 
led to land confiscation has been considered 

Rewi Maniapoto, a Ngati Maniapoto chief 

The Dictionary of New Zealand Biography, Volume One, 
~769-~B69, Te Rangitake Wiremu Kingi; T70 entry, pp 
499-502 
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the tribe and he and his people took refuge in Ngati Maru's rohe 
for that reason. 38 They headed to Totara, on the upper Waitara 
River. Titokowaru remained at Kawau pa until 1871 which is when 
he went to reoccupy his old territories, building villages at 
Omutarangi and Taikatu, subsequently at Okaiawa. 39 

9 The Confiscation of Taranaki Land, 1865 

In 1865, 1,275,000 acres of land was confiscated from Taranaki 
Maori.40 The New Zealand Settlements Act 1863 ("Settlements 
Act 11), empowered the Governor to confiscate land from Maori 
considered to have been engaged in "rebellion" against IIHer 
Majesty's authorityll, after 1 January 1863. 

The lands in Taranaki were confiscated in three parts, or 
districts, namely: Middle Taranaki, Ngatiawa and Ngatiruanui. 41 

The Ngatiawa Coast block incorporated all the Ngatiawa 
"district", and some of the Middle Taranaki "district". The 
confiscation line crossed through the middle of Ngati Maru' s 
rohe. 42 The land seized from Ngati Maru was included in the 

38 

39 

40 

41 

42 

ibid, Titokowaru Riwha; T101 entry, pp 541-545 

For further reading about Titokowaru, refer to James 
Belich, I shall not Die, Wellington, Allen & Unwin 
Port Nicholson Press, 1989. See above map of pa 
sites, p 8 

Sim Commission Report: Appendix to the Journals of the 
House of Representatives, (1928), G7, p 11. Area 
orginally confiscated 1,275,000 acres was the figure 
provided to Sim Commission. Compare with 1,244,300 
acres quoted by Riseborough, Hazel Riseborough, Days 
of Darkness, Taranaki 1878-1884, Wellington, Allen & 
Unwin New Zealand Ltd, 1989, P 12 

Middle Taranaki (NZ Gazette No 3, 31 Jan 1865 p 16); 
Ngatiawa (NZ Gazette No 35, 5 Sep 1865 p 266); 
Ngatiruanui (NZ Gazette No 35, 5 Sep 1865 p 266). 
Note the term "Ngatiawa" is in reference to "Ati Awa", 
in the context of the landblocks confiscated.by the 
Crown. Also, see Sim Commission map at Section 5.2.1 
of this report 

NZ Gazette, 5 September 1865, No 35, P 266. 
RDB, vol 11, p 4039 
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Ngatiawa district and, according to Government records, totalled 
approximately 93,000 acres. 43 

9.1 The Compensation Court 

The Settlements Act also established the Compensation Court.44 
That Court's role was to grant compensation to those Maori with 
"title, interest or claim" to ~uch lands provided they had not 
themselves been in rebellion or aided, assisted or comforted 
those who had ( ... ).45 

9.2 Award granted for claims to Compensation Court 

In July 1991, a report by Janine Ford examined the decisions and 
awards of the Compensation Court in Taranaki, 1866-1874. 46 

Ford's report notes that claims from Ngatimaru, Ngatitama, Ngati 
Mutunga, Pukerangiora andPuketapu were heard by the court in 
1866. The claims to compensation were heard in New Plymouth on 
21 September, 1-11 October, and 25 October 1866 by J Rogan and 
J Lyon. 

An out of court settlement was apparently reached which resulted 
in an award of a 26, 000 acre block of land. 47 The block was 
divided into 7 subdivisions, A to G, and to be granted to the 
claimant iwi/hapu of Ngatimaru, Ngatitama, Ngati Mutunga, 
Pukerangiora and Puketapu. 

43 

44 

45 

46 

47 

Raupatu Document Bank, vol 49, P 19222, "Taranaki 
Confiscations", from MA 85 series, File no 85/6, 
Exhibits & miscellaneous papers on confiscation 

New Zealand Settlements Act 1863, sections 7-14 

Hazel Riseborough, Days of Darkness, Taranaki 1878-
1884, Wellington, Allen & Unwin New Zealand Ltd, 1989, 
P 18 

Janine Ford, The Decisions and Awards of the 
Compensation Court in Taranaki, 1866-1874, 1991, 
Waitangi Tribunal Record of Documents, Taranaki Claim 
(Wai 143), document E6, p 49 

ibid 
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Because full records of the award were not kept, it is difficult 
to determine the benefits gained, if any, by Ngati Maru. In 
fact, unlike the Oakura and Waitara South Blocks, no report was 
written and submitted to the House of Representatives following 
the hearings of claims to the Ngatiawa Coast Block.48 

10 Ngati Maru's Participation in Land Sales, 1872-1875 

In 1872, Donald McLean, Minister of Native Affairs, issued 
instructions introducing a scheme to purchase land which had been 
confiscated from Taranaki Maori. 49 The account given here is 
based on a report by Aroha Harris entitled "Crown acquisition of 
confiscated and Maori land in Taranaki 1872-1881". The report 
examined transactions which emerged from the administration of 
McLean's instructions. 50 

10.1 Background to scheme introduced under McLean's Instructions 

According to Harris, McLean's devised scheme, sent mixed messages 
to Maori regarding land confiscations. 

In this case, if the land was confiscated, and Maori title 
therefore extinguished and vested in the Crown, what the 
Crown was about to do, under McLean's instructions, was buy 
land from itself. This legal paradox became more 
significant when Maori began to say that the confiscation 
must have been abandoned if the Crown was purchasing the 
land from them. 51 

Nevertheless, deeds were executed by Parris, "for all the lands 
he acquired for the Crown, regardless of whether they were inside 
or outside the confiscation boundary. ,,52 

48 

49 

50 

51 

52 

ibid, P 49. 
report 

For further information, refer to Ford 

This scheme was to eventually develop into the system 
known as takoha 

Aroha Harris, Crown acquisi tion of 
Maori land in Taranaki 1872-1881, 
Tribunal Research series no 1 

ibid, P 9 

ibid, P 12 
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10.2 The Scheme and Ngati Maru 

The decade of the 1870s saw a shift in association between 
Government and the Ngati Maru iwi. A willingness to sell land 
was expressed by some Ngati Maru, and the Government seized 
opportunities when they arose. 

At that time, Ngati Maru were a people who had kept themselves 
aloof from wider society. They had suffered greatly from attacks 
by other Maori tribes and suffered from a loss of land emanating 
from war with the Pakeha. Ngati Maru reasons for deciding to 
sell land are not recorded. Where accounts of sales are 
recorded, these are by government officials. In her report, 
Harris noted that according to Parris, Ngati Maru were keen to 
ally themselves with the Government and therefore determined to 
sell all the land which they did not require for their own use. 53 

Harris states: 

It seemed to Parris that when Titokowaru and his 
followers left the Ngati Maru district, the Ngati Maru took 
advantage of what they considered a good opportunity to 
establish friendly relations with Government, and commenced 
selling their land.~ 

However, not all Ngati Maru condoned the selling of land. Parris 
identified two distinct groups of the tribe over the matter of 
land sales: Te Amo's group, which Parris described as "1ed away 
by the prevailing influence of Te Whiti"{and Rangihekeiho's 
group which was "exerting itself to get the country transferred 
to the government for more profitable occupation. 1155 

Te Amo remained friendly toward Parris, but it appears he 
never sold land. It is interesting to note that non 
sellers at Te Kawau were eventually surrounded on all sides 
by confiscated land purchased by Parris during this period. 
One thousand acres at Te Kawau was reserved out of the 

53 

54 

55 

ibid, P 18 

ibid 

Appendix to the Journals of the 
Representatives (1874) G2 No 12 P 13 

18 
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Huiroa purchase, a block of 25,300 acres bought from 36 
Ngati Ruanui on 25 September 1874. 56 

Rangihekeiho was responsible for the sale of the Ruapekapeka 
Block, and also participated in the sale of other Ngati Maru 
land. 

10.3 Land Sales of Ngati Maru 

In all, Ngati Maru were party to the sale of seven landblocks, 
of 120,860 acres in total. 57 Ngati Maru were the sale sellers of 
four blocks, Te Kopua, Pukemahoe, Ruapekapeka and Te Wera. With 
other iwi, Ngati Maru sold the remaining three blocks, Waitara­
Taramouku No. 1 & 2, Oanero-Urenui-Taramouku and Mangaotuku. 58 

Parris was most complimentary of those Maori who did sell land. 
The material benefits gained included gifts and advances, and 
land purchase money. Parris reported in 1875, that with the 
money paid by the Crown for land, many Maori were "now much more 
comfortably off than they [had] been for a number of years ~ ,,59 

10.4 Section 24, Native Land Act 1873 

Of the 120,860 acres which Ngati Maru were party to selling, only 
1,082.5 acres, less than one percent, were reserved from sale. 
This occurred despite the passing of the 1873 Native Land Act. 
Section 24 of that Act, empowered every District Officer to "set 
apart, a sufficient quantity of land in as many blocks as he 
[ ••• J deem [ed] necessary for the benefit of the Natives of the 
district '" ,,60 Such reserved land being "equal to an aggregate 

56 

57 

58 

59 

60 

Harris report, p 19 

ibid, at Appendix for: 
Parris under McLean's 
Ngatimaru 

Details of land acquired by 
Instructions of 1872, from 

See overpage, map of landblocks sold by Ngati Maru 

Harris report, p 20. Appendix to the Journals of the 
House of Representatives, (1875), G-1, No.8, pp 10-11 

The Native Land Act 1873, section 24 
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amount of not less than fifty acres per head for every Native man 
woman and child resident in the district 11 .61 According to Ward: 

In McLean's view, the 50 acres per head allocation of 
reserves was intended to allow Maori communities to 
continue their traditional village order relatively 
cushioned from the demands of Pakeha society.62 

This requirement of the law however, was not observed during the 
land transactions concerning Ngati Maru. 

10.5 Table of landblocks sold by Ngati Maru, 1872-1875 

-, 

BLOCK DATE NO. OF AREA CONSIDER- RESERVES 
NAME ACQUIRED SIGNATURES (acres) ATION MADE 

-Ngatimaru 

1. Te Kopua 1 Aug 23 3,140 £230 2 roods 
1872 (urupa) 

2. Waitara 27 Feb 23 of 12,800 £1600 330 acres, 
Taramouku 1873 Ngatimaru Aotawa; 2 
No. 1 & Ngatitu roods 

hapu Pari tutu 

3. Waitara 19 Feb 5 of 12,800 £200 same as 
Taramouku 1874 Ngatimaru Waitara 
No. 2 & Ngatitu Taramouku 

hapu No. 1 

4. Pukemahoe 28 Feb 7 1,000- £125 1 acre, 
1874 Pohohitoa 

(urupa) 

s. Ruapeka- 28 Feb 1 400 £50 Nil 
peka 1874 

6. Onaero- 3 Mar 85 Ngati- 36,000 £3,530 500 acres; 
Urenui- 1874 maru & 200 acres 
Taramouku other iwi 

7. Te Wera 1 Sep 14 6,320 £787 50 acres, 
1874 Mangaoapa 

8. Mangao- 16 Dec 18 Ngati- 61,200 £7,650 Nil 
tuku 1875 maru & reduced 

Ngati- to 
ruanui 38,860 

TOTAL 120,860 £14,142 1,082 acres 

61 ibid 

62 Alan Ward, A Show of Justice, p 255; endnote 15 
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10.5.1 Te Kopua and Waitara Taramouku No 1 and No 2 blocks 

The Native Land Act 1873 came into operation on 1 January 1874. 
By then, the Te Kopua block, and the Waitara Taramouku No 1 block 
had been purchased by Parris for £1,830. 63 The purchase was not 
without error:although a small urupa was drawn on the plan, the 
Te Kopua block deed did not record it. 64 However, the urupa, 
consisting of 2 roods, was recorded as a reserve in the West 
Coast Commission report. 65 

As noted by Harris, some discrepancies existed regarding the 
evidence provided by the West Coast Commission, and the 
information contained in the original deeds for the Waitara­
Taramouku No 1 and No 2 blocks. For example, 330 acres were 
effectively set aside for reserve at Aotawa, although the 
commission recorded the reserve as comprising of 230 acres. 66 

10.5.2 Pukemahoe, Ruapekapeka and Onaero-Urenui-Taramouku 
blocks 

The Pukemahoe, Ruapekapeka and Onaero-Urenui-Taramouku blocks 
were purchased by Parris during 1874. For the three blocks 
totalling 37,400 acres, £3,705 was exchanged. 700 acres was set 
aside as reserve land within the Onaero-Urenui-Taramouku block. 
A one acre urupa was reserved in the Pukemahoe block. No reserve 
provision was made from the sale of the Ruapekapeka block, which 
was a sole sale by Rangihekeiho, who received £50 from the 
transaction. 

10.5.3 Te Wera and Mangaotuku blocks 

The Te Wera and Mangaotuku blocks consisted of some parts which 

63 

64 

65 

66 

Details outlined in following table of landblocks sold 
by Ngati Maru, 1872-1875. Further particulars are 
available in Harris's report 

Note, that same reserves were made for Waitara 
Taramouku No 2 as Waitara Taramouku No 1 block 

The West Coast Commission report, Appendix to the 
House of Representatives, 1880, G-2, Appendix B, No 8, 
P 30 

ibid, P 31 
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lay outside the confiscation boundary. A mere 50 acre reserve 
was provided within the 6,320 acre Te Wera block. No reserve 
provision was made.within the much larger Mangaotuku block. 

Although the Native Land Act 1873 came into operation on 1 
January 1874, it does not appear that the. section 24 requirements 
were applied during the 1874 and 1875 Ngati Maru land sales. 

10.5.4 

Pre 1873 
Act 

Post 
1873 Act 

TOTAL 

Calculation of Reserves for Ngati Maru lands sold to 
the Crown, 1873-1875 

Actual Reserve Potential Reserves, Potential Reserves, 
Provision made shared with other exclusive to Ngati 

iwi Maru 

331 acres - -

751 acres 6,500 acres 1,100 acres 

1,082 acres 6,500 acres 1,100 acres 

The above table displays details of the actual reserves made and 
the potential reserves which could have been set aside for Ngati 
Maru Maori if section 24 of the Act had been applied. 

The actual reserve provisions made prior to the Native Land Act 
1873 totalled 331 acres. An urupa reserve of 2 roods was set 
aside from the Te Kopua block. A further two roods at Paritutu 
was set aside from the Waitara Taramouku No 1 and No 2 blocks. 
While the remaining 300 acre reserve was from the Waitara 
Taramouku blocks also. 67 

Summary: 

Within the Ngati Maru rohe, reserves do not appear to have been 
set aside as a result of the Native Land Act 1873. No reserves 
were set aside for Maori from the Ruapekapeka or Mangaotuku 
blocks. While reserves were provided within the Onaero-Urenui­
Taramouku, and the Te Wera blocks, these were not of a size 
envisaged by section 24 requirements of the Act. 

If the Native Land Act section 24 requirements had been met, . then 
at least 6,500 acres should have been allocated based on a 

67 Refer to Te Kopua block, urupa reserve 
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calculation of 50 acres per person who participated in the 
transaction. This calculation does not take into account those 
persons not party to the sale. 

Ngati Maru Maori should have had the exclusive benefit of 1,100 
acres of reserve land from the block sales in which they were the 
sole participants. Instead they shared in the 1,082 acres of 
reserve set aside for Ngati Maru and the other hapu or iwi. 

No evidence of protests regarding the distribution of reserve 
land, prior to the petition presented by Tutanuku Tume in 1896, 
has been found. 

10.6 Commissions of Inquiry, from 1880-1907 

The government commissions of inquiry do not appear to have been 
forums utilised by Ngati Maru. Mention in the commission reports 
about Ngati Maru's situation are sparse and to some extent, 
indirect. 

10.6.1 Fox-Bell, West Coast Commission, 1880 

Brief reference is made to Ngati Maru in the 1880 West Coast 
. Commission reports. 68 Reference is made to the Ngati Maru 
reserves, and, the landblocks they sold. 69 Also, the fact that 
Titokowaru took refuge in Ngati Maru territory is documented in 
the commission's second report. 70 

10.6.2 Rees-Carroll-Mackay Commission, 1891 

The Rees-Carroll-Mackay Commission carried 
inquiry into the subject of Native land.71 

out an extensive 
The commissioners 

68 

69 

70 

71 

The West Coast Commission report, Appendix to the 
House of Representatives, 1880, G-2 

ibid, Appendix B, No.8. Native reserves in Blocks 
acquired by Cession or Takoha within the Confiscated 
lines, p 3 o. Also, Statements of Lands acquired 
within the confiscated Territory on the West Coast, up 
to 31 March 1880, p31 

ibid, Second report, 14 July 1880, p xiii, and p xx 

The Rees-Carroll-Mackay Commission, Appendix to the 
House of Representatives, 1891, G-l 
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vislted New Plymouth on 21 April 1891. A number of Pakeha 
set~lers, led by Mr EM Smith, laid their particular grievances 
before the commissioners. Based on the Commission's report about 
the New Plymouth visit, there appears to have been an absence of 
local Maori at the meeting and an absence of local Maori views 
being represented. 

10.6.3 Ngata-Stout Commission, 1907 

The Ngata-Stout Commission had the task of inquiring into the 
question of native lands and native tenure. 72 No mention was 
made of Ngati Maru in their report. 

11 Ngati Maru A to F blocks, Pre-1907 Enactments 

The following section examines the sequence of events which 
culminated in the Ngati Maru, and the Purangi Landless Native 
Acts. These acts were a mechanism which enabled the Government 
to allot land to landless Maori, resident at Purangi, or to those 
Maori who had returned from Parihaka to Ngati Maru territory. 

The process was triggered by a petition presented by Tutanuku 
Tume, of Purangi, in 1896. 73 

11.1 Petition of Tutanuku Tume (IITume ll ), 1896 

Two decades had passed since the sale of substantial Ngati Maru 
land holdings. Tume, the spokesman for the tribe, resided with 
other tribal relations, at Purangi. In 1896, Tume and others 
presented a petition to Parliament about land ownership at 
Purangi. 74 Tume stated that they were the rightful owners of the 
Purangi Block. The Government, however, was planning to take the 
land for a township. The petitioners asked "to be awarded land 

72 

73 

74 

The Ngata-Stout Commission, Appendix to the House of 
Representatives, 1907, G-1 to G-4 

Tutanuku Tume, elder of Ngati Maru tribe, assessor of 
the Native Land Court, and Church of England lay 
reader, died 30 November 1917; Letter by Chief 
Surveyor of New Plymouth, 30 November 1942, DOSLI file 
20/43, vol 2, 30 November 1942 

Appendix to 
Representatives 
(1896) 

the Journals of 
(1896), 1-3, p 13. 
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at Purangi, which [they stated] had always been occupied by them 
as a permanent settlement. 1175 

The Native Affairs Committee recommended that Tume's 
be referred to Government for inquiry. The purpose 
determine the status of the land in question. 76 

petition 
being to 

An investigation into the claim by Percy Smith, the Surveyor 
General, commenced in 1898. New Plymouth chief surveyor, John 
Strachon, reported that the particular land on the west side of 
the Waitara River, near Purangi, was originally confiscated by 
the Crown and that land was later purchased from Ngati Maru under 
a Deed o~ Cession by Parris, in 1874.77 Even at this stage, no 
explanation was offered by the Crown as to this apparent 
contradiction of confiscated land later being purchased from 
Ngati Maru Maori. 78 

Smith, decided that another portion of land should be sought, 
land which the Government might be inclined to give to the 
Purangi Maori if the original block requested by the Purangi 
Maori was unavailable. Smith was aware that over sixty Maori had 
claimed a state of landlessness. If these claims were affirmed 
by inquiry, provisions of land would have to be made as in the 
case of landless Maori in the South Island. Strachon was 
instructed to find some appropriate land. 79 

HM Skeet, district surveyor, informed StrachoI!_it was evident 
that Tume and his people needed suitable land to make their home. 

75 

76 

77 

78 

79 

New Zealand Parliamentary Debates (1907) November 23, 
at p 1256 

ibid 

Appendix to the Journals of the House of 
Representatives (1880) G2, West Coast Commission 
Report 1880, Appendix Bi No 8 at p 31. Specific 
reference to the Pukemahoe Block, ie. land acquired 
within the confiscated territory by Mr Parris, under 
Deed of Cession 

J Strauchon, chief surveyor to Surveyor General, 6 
September 1898 

Surveyor General to Chief Surveyor, New Plymouth, 3 
November 1898, DOSLI file 20/43 vol 1 
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They had "not been given interests in any of the larger reserves 
in the waitara but only in the small reserves of Mangaopa and 
Puketui. ,,80 Skeet considered it necessary that the claimants be 
carefully scrutinised to establish whether they were entitled to 
land. For example, he could not recall there ever being as many 
as sixty six Maori on the Upper Waitara for many years, and so 
he queried the actual population of Ngati Maru suffering 
landlessness. He further suspected that many of the people who 
used to live along the Waitara River now had interests in the 
larger reserves of Manutangihia. The West Coast Commission had 
dealt with the Manutangihia, Ngakorako, Autawa and Kawau 
reserves, along the clearings of the Waitara river. However, by 
some oversight, Tume and his people had been omitted from these 
reserves. 81 

In January 1899, the surveyor general advised the New Plymouth 
Commissioner of Crown Lands (I the commissioner I) to withhold 
2,000 acres of Crown land from·sale. 82 This arrangement was in 
anticipation of allotting land to Tume and his people, subsequent 
to inquiry. 

In July, Government decided that preliminary inquiries would be 
made to determine whether any Purangi Maori were landless, or 
without sufficient lands to support themselves. 83 A meeting was 
arranged with Tume during which a list of names was gathered from 
him.84 He was unable to specify any landholdings which each 
person might have had under a Native land court title. So, 
further investigation was required of the Department of Lands and 
Survey. 

80 

81 

82 

83 

84 

HM Skeet, district surveyor to J Strauchon, chief 
surveyor, New Plymouth, 13 December 1898, DOSLI file 
20/43, vol 1 

ibid, at p 2 

Surveyor General to commissioner of Crown lands, New 
Plymouth, 9 January 1899, DOSLI file 20/43 vol 1 

ibid, 11 July 1899, DOSLI file 20/43 vol 1 

Refer to written evidence of Tutanuku Tume taken at 
New Plymouth, 25 September 1899, DOSLI file 20/43 vol 
1 
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According to the DOSLI folio records, little more was done about 
the situation until 1903. 

Correspondence between J Mackenzie, the commissioner, and 
Marchant, the surveyor general, suggests that the commissioner 
was anxious to determine the quantity of Crown land available for 
sale. An inspection of the Upper Waitara area had been recently 
made by the Commissioner of Crown lands. Most of the land was 
suitable for dairying and could be readily occupied. J Langmuir 
stated in his opinion that: 

The roading of Crown lands adjoining would be greatly 
facilitated were these lands opened for settlement and it 
appeared that the Natives at Purangi already had quite 
sufficient land at present to keep them occupied and to 
support them. S5 

For that reason, the Commissioner of Crown lands was anxious to 
settle the land issue with Tume. In March, the commissioner, 
asked whether anything had been decided about the lands held back 
from sale in 1899. s6 In another letter to the surveyor general, 
in May, the commissioner mentioned his intentions to put some 
4,200 acres of forfeited lands into the market. These lands, on 
the opposite side of the waitara River, along with the land 
withheld for Tume, would make up a good block for sale. s7 

In August, the commissioner recommended that 1,200 acres of land 
would be ample for allotting to the landless Maori at Purangi 
and he proposed that the balance of the 2,000 acres of land 
initially set aside, could go towards the opening of a 
settlement. ss 

S5 

S6 

S7 

J Langmuir (for the Commissioner) to M Marchant, the 
surveyor general, 3 March 1903, DOSLI file 20/41 vol 
1 

ibid 

J Mackenzie, commissioner, to M Marchant, surveyor 
general, 9 May 1903, DOSLI file 20/43 vol 1 

ss ibid, 22 July & 6 August 1903; DOSLI file 20/43 vol 1. 
The commissioner was assisted in determining the 
number of Maori requiring land and acreage by Thos 
Fisher and Smith 
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-
It appears that the surveyor general was uncertain as to who 
actually had the authority to set aside land for Tume's claim. 
Although a South Island Landless Natives Commission had been 
established in 1893 to investigate claims from landless Maori in 
the South Island, a similar commission had not been established 
to deal with such issues from North Island Landless Maori. 
Under the South Island Act, the Governor was able to set aside 
reserves for landless natives of the South Island. The 
definition of 'landless Natives I being II ••• Maori in the South 
Island who are not in possession of sufficient land to provide 
for their support and maintenance [ ... ]. 1189 

For the moment, the commissioner of Crown lands stated it was 
assumed that the only existing power to allot land was under 
subsection 6, clause 235, of the Land Act 1892 where the Governor 
was able to make reserves IIfor the use, support or education of 
Aboriginal Natives ... II .90 

12 Planning for the Enactments, 1907 

Progress for the Maori at Purangi slowed again after 1903. But 
the enactment of the South Island Landless Natives Act in 1906, 
prompted a revisit to the Purangi matter in 1907. 

In February 1907 it was suggested by the Under Secretary for 
Crown lands, that a better way to deal with the landless issue 
for Ngati Maru would be to draft a special Bill containing a 
schedule of the landless persons and the amount of land shares 
to which each would be entitled. 91 

A meeting was arranged in March between Smith and Tume, to 
discuss how best to group the persons named on the landless list. 
Smith suggested adopting a similar approach to that for South 
Island Maori, the plan being lito merge the individual claims into 
family groups. 1192 Such an approach he said: 

89 

90 

91 

92 

Section 2, South Island Landless Natives Act 1906 

Section 235(6), Land Act 1892 

Under Secretary for Crown lands to commissioner, New 
Plymouth, 19 February 1907, DOSLI file 20/43 vol 1 
3023/20 

Minutes of Meeting between Smith and Tume, 19 March 
1907, from DOSLI file 20/43 3023/23 at p 1 
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would greatly simplify the survey and also allow of a 
more-economic working of the land by the natives, and be at 
the same time in conformity with their customs of land 
cultivation. 93 

And that: 

'" many of the claims if individualised would be so small 
that they would be of little or no use to the cultivator 
unless he was fortunate enough to get the whole of it on 
one of the few comparatively level parts along the Waitara 
River, whereas if grouped with his relations it would make 
with the others a decent farm. 94 

Tume and his brother, Ripine Tume, who was also present at the 
meeting, agreed to Smith's suggestion and assisted in dividing 
the list of nineteen Maori into groups. Those on the list were 
Maori, who, in the opinion of the Native Land Court were entitled 
to consideration under this claim. 

Tume wanted his people to be gathered together so they could 
provide company and mutual help to each other. He requested 
that: 

a small village of nineteen acres be laid off at a 
suitable spot within the block where each of the nineteen 
claimants would receive one acre, and upon which their 
homes would be built and where the small community would 
live. 95 

In acknowledging Tume's request 
recommend the plan to the under 
though, he did not say whether the 

Smith said that he would 
secretary. At that stage, 
request would be met. 

12.1 The Purangi Landless Natives Bill 

By May 1907, the under secretary was seeking particulars to 
assist in preparing the Bill for introduction to Parliament. The 
information sought was, how much land Maori were already entitled 
to in other blocks, and, the exact area of land each of the 

93 ibid 

94 ibid 

95 ibid, P 3 
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nineteen Maori were to be awarded. 96 When this information had 
been obtained, a plan and description of the Crown land necessary 
to satisfy the award was to be prepared. 

The Purangi Landless Natives Bill provided for nine hundred and 
one acres of Crown land to be set aside for the nineteen named 
persons. 

12.2 Ngati Maru Landless Natives Bill 

In June, Smith raised a further issue when he wanted to allocate 
land to Ngati Maru persons who had formerly lived at Parihaka but 
were now wanting to return to their tribal lands. 97 Smith 
suggested that, in addition to the land already proposed to be 
set aside at Purangi for landless Maori, further provision be 
made for the Ngati Maru people at Parihaka. This would enable 
those wanting to leave to be able to set up elsewhere. 

Smith suggested: 

'" that the balance of the Crown land block near Purangi 
not already allotted as aforesaid might with advantage be 
apportioned amongst certain other members of the Ngati Maru 
tribe, who had previously been under the influence of Te 
Whiti and Tohu, at Parihaka, but consequent on the death of 
the latter were desirous of returning to their former 
homes. 98 

Smith submitted a list of those entitled; twenty-one adults and 
seven children. A second Bill entitled The Ngati Maru Landless 
Natives Bill was prepared. It set aside a further one thousand 
five hundred and eighty one acres of Crown land, for the 
occupation of the additional Maori. The two land areas allotted 
under each Bill were adjoining. In total, those lands were later 
to be subdivided and become known as the six Ngati Maru Ato F 
blocks. 

Both Bills were read in Parliament, without debate, on 23 
November and received assent on 25 November 1907. 

96 

97 

98 

The New Zealand Gazette/Kahiti (1909) 4 June, p 354 

SP Smith to Commissioner of Crown lands, New Plymouth, 
20 June 1907, DOSLI file 20/43 vol 1 

Hon Dr Findlay, 23 November 1907, NZPD, vol 142, P 1256 
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13 The Purangi Landless Natives Act 1907 & the Ngati Maru Landless 
Natives Act 1907 

The Purangi Act and the Ngati Maru Act were similar in purpose 
to the South Island Landless Natives Act. The South Island Act 
had been introduced following recommendations made by the Mackay­
Smith Commission of 1893. Alexander Mackay and Smith were 
appointed to this Commission to allocate Crown waste land after 
investigating into the South Island Maori state of landlessness. 
Over the ensuing years, a number of reports were produced by the 
Commission. During the course of their investigations, the 
Commission had similar cases referred to them in relation to 
landless North Island Maori, including the claim of Purangi 
Maori. Smith's involvement with the Purangi matter does not 
appear to have been as member of the Commission. There is no 
record of the Mackay-Smith Commission making official 
recommendations about Purangi. 

13.1 Allocation of Land 

The first schedule of each act listed the persons entitled to 
benefit from the land allocations. The second schedule described 
the land awarded. 99 

In order to determine the distribution of land among Ngati Maru 
the Native Land Court firstly determined the area of land already 
owned by each of the Maori listed. In accordance with section 
3 of each of the acts, adults would be entitled to receive land 
'to make up an area of fifty acres' together with lands already 
owned by her or him.100 Similarly, the children listed in the 
Ngati Maru Act's schedule, would be entitled to lands to make up 
an area of twenty five acres including any land they might 
already own. 

13.2 Criteria for deter.mining land-ownership 

Discussion took place between Judge Johnson and W Kensington, the 
under secretary, as to the scope of inquiry to determine land 
ownership status of the Maori named in the Acts. It was agreed 

99 

100 

See schedules of Purangi Landless Natives Act 1907 & 
Ngati Maru Landless Natives Act 1907 

Section 3 of the Ngati Maru Act, also, of the Purangi 
Act 
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that "it should be confined to lands within the confiscated area 
in the West Coast (Taranaki) District. ,,101 

Information about landholdings was supplied by the New Plymouth 
Native Land Court to the Chief Judge and the names and area 
allocations were published in the gazette of Kahiti, 4 June 1909. 

From the First Schedule of the Ngati Maru Act, all twenty-eight 
persons named were landless, except Taruhae te Korowhiti who 
owned one and five sixth acres of land. 102 Regarding the persons 
listed in the Purangi Act, four persons were found to have a 
small amount of land holdings. One person, Toroa te Ikawairangi 
owned more than 50 acres, while the remaining twelve persons were 
landless .103 

13.3 Surveying the Ngati Maru A to F blocks 

In August ·1911, Stanley Orbell, a surveyor, was designated to 
carry out the task of land survey and establishing land titles 
to the blocks. 

Tume, however, was unhappy with the developing survey plans. 104 

Apparently, children listed in the schedules were being allotted 
land apart from that allotted to their parents. Although the 
Crown lands commissioner was aware that this matter would be 
contentious for Tume, it does not appear that he did anything to 
temper this potential problem .105 

A further problem was also identified when it appeared that 
Section 33 of Block II, Ngatimaru Survey District, would not be 

101 

102 

Judge Johnson, New Plymouth, to Chief Judge, Native 
Land Court, 20 February 1909, DOSLI file 20/43 vol 1 

Kahi t i ( 1909 ) 4 June at p 354. Also refer to the 
Native Land Court report to the Governor, 1 March 1909 

103 ibid 
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Tume to Lands and Surveys Office, New Plymouth, 27 
October 1911, DOSLI file 20/43 vol 1 

WH Skinner, Commissioner 
Commissioner, New Plymouth, 
file 20/43, vol 1 
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allotted to Tume and his particular people .106 This was despite 
their having made improvements on that specific piece of land. 
The current Commissioner of Crown lands, WH Skinner, doubted the 
likelihood of that allocation problem being amended to Tume's 
benefit. The problem was that Section 33 was included in the 
Second Schedule of the Ngatimaru Act, while Tume appeared on the 
landless native list of the Purangi Act. Skinner suggested the 
possiblity of an Order in Council to address the error, but there 
is no record of such corrective action. l07 

The survey was completed in July 1913 and on 12 July 1913 a 
Governor's warrant was issued for completion and issue of 
certificates of titles for the sections of each block .108 Two 
years later, in 1915, the chief surveyor noted that the owners 
had not uplifted their titles. A reason to explain the owners' 
behaviour was not given. 

In December 1915, Ngati Maru brought the matter before the New 
Plymouth Native Land Court in order to consolidate and exchange 
titles so that the different families could be grouped together 
in contiguous areas. The matter was heard by Judge JB Jack, on 
9 December. Initially, the Judge intimated his intention of 
dealing with those sections which had remained unallotted by way 
of exchange .109 However, after further discussion, he decided to 
leave the said sections as they were. The next day, 10 December, 
partition orders of the A to F blocks were issued by Judge Jack, 
for the entitled owners. 

106 ibid 

107 ibid 

108 List of certificates of titles issued on 12 
DOSLI folio 20/43 vol 2. Certificates 
numbering from CT 76/256 to CT 76/301 

July 1913, 
of title 

109 Five sections were set aside as residue areas without 
issue of a certificate of title. These sections being 
Sections 27, 31, 36, 60 of Block XIV Upper Waitara 
subdivision, and, section 50 of Block II Ngatimaru 
subdivision. Refer to CT list of Ngati Maru Landless 
Natives, DOSLI file 20/43 vol 2 
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t. 

13.4 Section 55 of the Native Land Amendment Act 1913 

The issue of partition orders were purported to have been within 
the terms of section 55 of the Native Land Amendment Act 1913. 
The validity of this action was contemplated by Judge Browne in 
1936. 110 Under section 55, the Court had jurisdiction "where two 
or more adjoining blocks [ ... ] are owned wholly or partly by the 
same owners [then] the Court may, for the purposes of partition, 
treat such blocks as one area [ ... ]" .111 In this instance, Judge 
Browne was doubtful about such jurisdiction existing for the 
Court. "There was no proof that the sections were at the time 
owned 'wholly or partly by the same owners' and looking at their 
origin it is more than likely that they were not.,,112 

Judge Jack had treated the lands allotted under the Ngatimaru and 
Purangi Acts as one area, and then partitioned it accordingly 
into the six divisions. 

The partition orders made by Judge Jack were considered however, 
to have been an attempt to consolidate family groups who were 
previously scattered about singly in different sections. 113 Apart 
from Court proceedings nothing further had been done to 
accommodate the matter of consolidation. 114 

14 Other Petitions Presented to Parliament 

Further petitions, on the subject of Ngati Maru land ownership 
were presented to Parliament after the enactments of the Ngati 
Maru and purangi acts. Kapua Keepa's petition, presented to the 

110 

111 

112 

113 

114 

Judge Browne to The Chief Surveyor, New Plymouth, 5 
August 1936, 'Ngatimaru Landless Natives Act 1907', 
DOSLI file 20/43 vol 2 

Section 55 of the Native Land Amendment Act 1913 

ibid 

The Registrar, Wanganui to the Under-Secretary, Native 
Department, 'Petition No 174/1937 of Te Hekenui 
Whakarake and others Ngatimaru lands'; Chief 
Surveyor, 'Report on Ngatimaru and Purangi Landless 
Natives', 30 November 1942; DOSLI file 20/43 vol 2 

ibid, 30 November 1942; DOSLI file 20/43 vol 2 
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Sim Commission in 1925, related to confiscated lands between 
Purangi and Tarata. 115 

In 1937, a petition was presented by Titi te Ikahaehae Kupenga 
and others. 116 Kupenga' s pet it ion challenged whether the 
Pukemahoe block containing 1000 acres, was sold to the Crown by 
persons entitled to do so. The Acting Native Minister directed 
that no action could be taken regarding the petition. 117 Seven 
Ngatimaru people had been involved in the sale and so the claim 
that other persons of the Ngatiruanui tribe had sold the block 
was erroneous. For that reason, it appeared that the petitioners 
did not have a case. In any event, nothing could be done either, 
as the land had since been disposed of by the Crown. 11B 

Te Hekenui Whakarake and others also petitioned in 1937. 119 They 
requested an inquiry to ascertain whether Maori who gained title 
to land under the Ngati Maru Act and Purangi Act, were genuine 
members of the Ngati Maru tribe. A second petition presented by 
Whakarake in 1943, was similar in nature to Kupenga's 
petition. 120 Whakarake questioned whether the signatories of the 
Deed of Cession for Pukemahoe block were the rightful owners. 
The Chief Surveyor at New Plymouth considered that the 
petitioners assertion could easily be disp6sed of.u1 Seventy 
years had lapsed since the signing of the Deed and no complaint 
had been voiced in the interim. Also, since the Crown had 
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116 

117 

Petition by Kapua Keepa; Petition No 74/1925 

Petition by Titi te Ikahaehae Kupenga and others; 
Petition No 61/1937, Sale of Pukemahoe block 

Raupatu Document Bank, vol 56, pp 21197-21220, from 
precis of comment, Native Department; 29 June 1938 

11B ibid. Note also that the Pukemahoe block was declared 
waste land of the Crown by Proclamation, NZ Gazette 
1877, p 808 
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Petition by Te Hekenui Whakarake and others; Petition 
No 174/1937, The Ngatimaru and Purangi Acts 

Petition by Te Hekenui Whakarake; Petition No 54/1943, 
Pukemahoe block 

Raupatu Document Bank, vol 56, pp 21197-21220,Petition 
54/1943, precis of comment, Native Department, 1943 
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already disposed of the block, it 
anything now about the situation. 122 

the petition. 

14.1 Petition of Kapua Keepa, 1925 

seemed impossible to do 
So no action was taken on 

Keepa's petition was addressed by the Sim Commission in 1925. 
It was the only petition representing Ngati Maru concerns to the 
Commission. 123 The Ngati Ika petitioners' claim related to 
confiscated lands between Purangi and Tarata and raised the 
following issues: 

1. That they were unaware of any reason for the confiscation 
of their lands situated between Purangi and Tarata. 

2. That they knew of no engagement between Ngati Maru and the 
Europeans which should justify the confiscation. 

3. That while recognition was given to those portions of land 
subsequently legally sold, the confiscat"ion of other lands 
which were not sold was not justified. 

4. That if the confiscation of certain Taranaki lands was due 
to the support given by the then Native owners to the Tohu 
and Te Whiti movement the petitioners are of the opinion 
th.at such confiscation was wrong. Tohu and Te Whiti were 
guil ty of no crime. 124 

Listed in the petition were twelve sections of land located in 
the Ngati Maru tribal region. The petitioners stated that those 
sections, totalling over 6,000 acres, had been confiscated by 
Government, and so should be returned to Ngati te Ika. 

In his oral submission before the Sim Commission, Keepa brought 
particular attention to concerns of tribal urupa on the 
confiscated lands which had not been returned to Maori. Keepa 
named the following places: Haeo, a burial place of Ngati Maru 

122 ibid. See also, Report by Deputy Chief Surveyor, on 
Petition No 61/1937, Petition of Titi te Ikahaehae 
Kupenga and others, Raupatu Document Bank, vol 56, pp 
21197-21220 

123 Petition No 74/1925, & file N.D. 1925/322. Also see 
above note 94, vol 4, P 1461; Appendix to the Journals 
of the House of Representatives (1928) Vol II, G-7: 
Sim Commission Report 1928 

124 ibid 
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on Waitara river; Te Poho-o-hipoa, a burial place which has a 
road running through it; and Pukemahoe, an old, large pa near a 
cemetery of the same name. 

14.2 Sim Commission regarding Keepa1s petition 

The Commission dealt with Keepa's petition as a matter within the 
general question of the Taranaki confiscatioris. 125 

[ ... ] the Sim Commission declared that [the Taranaki Maori] 
were not in rebellion in the first Taranaki war, and that 
in the second, which was only a continuation of the first, 
they were forced into the position of rebels within the 
meaning of the New Zealand Settlements Act and in the 
circumstances should not have been punished by the 
confiscation of any of their land. 126 

The Sim Commission's recommendation of compensation for the wrong 
done by the confiscations was that "a yearly payment of £5,000, 
to be applied by a Board for the benefit of the Natives of the 
tribes whose lands were confiscated. 11127 This therefore included 
Ngati Maru. 

14.3 Te Hekenui Whakarake1s petition 

Twelve years later, Te Hekenui Whakarake and others presented 
their petition to Parliament in 1937. 128 By this time, the Ngati 
Maru Act and the Purangi Act had been repealed in 1931. 129 The 
reason for repeal may have simply been that the purpose of the 
statutes had been fulfilled, ie. the allocated lands had been 
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126 

127 

128 

129 

the House of Appendix to the Journals 
Representatives (1928) Vol II, 
Report 1928, p 31 

of 
G-7, Bim Commission 

Hazel Riseborough, Days of Darkness, Taranaki 1878-
1884, Wellington, Allen & Unwin New Zealand Ltd, 1989, 
pp 18-19 

Appendix to the Journal of the 
Representatives, (1928) vol II, G-7, Bim 
Report, p 11 

House of 
Commission 

Petition No 174/1937, Te Hekenui Whakarake and others 

See Repeal Schedule of Native Purposes Act 1931 

37 



subdivided amongst the persons listed in the Ngati Maru and the 
Purangi Acts. The petitioners claimed that some of the 
beneficiaries of the Ngati Maru A to F blocks were not genuine 
Ngati Maru people at all, but belonged to other iwi. liOn the 
other hand many genuine Ngati Maru who were and are landless, 
were left out of the said grants of land altogether. 11130 The 
petitioners requested "an inquiry to ascertain the true 
membership of the Ngati Maru tribe so that the strangers wrongly 
included may be removed from the titles and the rightful persons 
included. 11131 

In 1946 the Wellington Native Land Court 
recommendations on Whakarake' s petition. 
Court: 

reported and made 
Upon inquiry, the 

... found that there was no foundation for the claims that 
all members of the Ngati Maru tribe who were landless 
should have been included and that some persons were 
wrongly included. D2 

The Court stated that Tume had supplied the names of Maori named 
in the Acts. Further to that, the Court held the opinion that: 

'" the grants of land were not made specifically to the 
members of the Ngati Maru tribe, but were made to those 
Natives, irrespective of their tribes, who were found 
squatting on the Crown land in that locality when the staff 
surveyors commenced the subdi visional surveys. 133 

It is unclear how the Court arrived at this conclusion. Tume 
provided the names of Maori listed in the Purangi Act. The 
listed persons may have come within the category of II squatters II 
at Purangi. It is not clear if Tume also supplied the names of 
those on the Ngati Maru Act. Available evidence suggests that 
Smith may have provided the list as it was his idea to allocate 

130 Petition No 174/1937, Te Hekenui Whakarake and others 

131 ibid 

132 

133 

Appendix to the Journals of 
Representatives (1946)G-6, Report 
on Petition No 174 of 1937, P 1 

ibid, p 2 
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land to Maori he identified as followers of Te Whiti who now 
wanted to return to their own_homelands. 

The Court view of the grants of land made under the Ngati Maru 
and Purangi Acts was that these should not be disturbed. They 
recommended however: 

... that if the allegations made by the petitioners that 
they are landless is correct and that [if] there is any 
vacant Crown land in the vicinity which could be set aside 
for them, then this should be done and the matter referred 
to the Native Land Court to determine the names of the 
beneficiaries in pursuance of the power contained in 
section 527 of the Native Land Act, 1931. 134 

15 Subdivision of Ngati Maru A to F blocks 

As mentioned earlier, partition orders for each of the six Ngati 
Maru A to F blocks were issued by the New Plymouth Native Land 
Court on 10 December 1915. Issued under section 55 of the Native 
Land Amendment Act 1913, the orders consolidated sections to form 
the six blocks. The sections of Block A were part of Block II 
Ngatimaru Survey District. The B to F blocks were made up of 
sections from Block XIV Upper Waitara Survey District. 

Collectively, the Ngati Maru A to F blocks totalled 2,038 acres 
6 perches, from the date of issue on 10 December 1915. But since 
that time there has been a continuing erosion of Ngati Maru Maori 
ownership of the blocks. 

15.1 Alienations of the Ngati Maru A to F blocks 

The following information gathered, from the Maori Land Court 
file and DOSLI file, identifies alienations which have affected 
the Ngati Maru A to F blocks.13s 

134 Appendix to the Journals of 
Representatives (1946) G-6, P 3. 
writer has not investigated whether 
taken as recommended by the court 

the House of 
Note also, the 
any action was 

13S See Maori Land Court file, Tar 851; DOSLI file 20/43 
vols 1,2,3 
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(a) Block A 

Block A consisted of 249 acres 2 roods. Its five sections were 
divided amongst six adults. Two persons received 25 shares, 
while the remaining four were each entitled to 50 shares. 

On 5 August 1965, by order of the Maori Land Court, 34 acres 3 
roods and 29 perches was gifted for 10 pounds from Te Puata 
(alias Puata te Ika) to Ronald Puata. In 1969 the Maori Trustee, 
leased 249 acres 2 roods, the entire block, to Edward Ngeru for 
a 21 year period at $13.00 pa. 

In 1970, Ngeru acquired shareholdings in Block A. He purchased 
27.5000 shares for £28.60 on 21 January. On 18 June, Ngeru 
purchased a further 10.0000 shares out of 250.0000 shares from 
Kara Ngeru for £10.40. These transactions occurred by order of 
the Maori Land Court, under section 213 of the Maori Affairs Act 
1953. 

The land status of Block A is Maori freehold land. 

(b) Block B 

Block B, totalling 422 acres 1 rood 30 perches, consisted of nine 
sections which were allotted to nine owners. 

On 5 August 1965, Ronald Puata gifted £5 to Te Puata (alias Te 
Puata te Ika) for a total of 13 acres 1 rood 30 perches. 

The Maori Trustee, as agent for the owners, transferred the total 
area of 422 acres 1 rood 30 perches to Ngeru for consideration 
of $400.00. The Maori Land Court resolution of 9 September 1970 
provided that the land to be sold to Ngeru for $400.00 was to be 
less the value of the interest of Kara Ngeru who wished the 
purchaser to have his share without any consideration whatsoever. 
The sale was also one of Maori land title which the purchaser was· 
to accept. 

However, under Part I of the Maori Affairs Amendment Act 1967 
("Amendment Act"), the land status of Block B changed to General 
land by notice on 14 April 1971. 

(c) Block C 

Block C, the largest of the six blocks, consisted of 476 acres 
1 rood 16 perches, and was allotted to seventeen owners. 
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On 26 October 1933 an injunction was applied for sections 20 and 
31, against cutting and carrying away timber. 

In 1976, Ngeru was advised by the Maori Land Court Registrar to 
withdraw his application for purchasing the block. In a letter 
dated 21 January 1976, from H Rangipuawhe, for the Registrar, 
Ngeru was informed that his proposal for the shareholdings to 
sell required a 75% share representation to establish a quorum. 
Total shares in the block being 484.000, 75% of which is 363.000. 
The shares of owners for whom addresses are held totalled only 
152.5794, which was well short of the quorum requirement. Hence, 
it was not possible to muster a quorum for Ngeru's proposal. 

A Government valuation valued the block at $1900.00 on 4 April 
1974. As of June 1981, there was no lease of the block, which 
now had a total of 49 owners. 

The land status of Block C is Maori freehold land. 

(d) Block D 

Block D totalled 457 acres and consisted of nine sections. These 
sections were allotted to nine owners. 

In 1966, 50 acres was transferred by the Maori Trustee to Mervyn 
Jensen, for consideration of £125. 136 Once again, the Maori 
Trustee was acting as agent for the owners under section 387 of 
the Maori Affairs Act 1953. 

Repartition of Ngati Maru D Block, 1971 

The most dramatic change in land ownership took place in February 
1971. An application appears to have been made between 1966-71 
for Sections 32 and 37 of D block. D7 Sections 32, 37 and 38 were 
later cancelled from the original Ngatimaru D block. The reason 
being that the land status of those sections changed to general 
land on 13 October 1971. As a result, Ngatimaru D block was 
reduced in size, from 407 acres down to only 306 acres 2 roods. 

136 

137 

Section 38 Block XIV Upper Waitara Survey district 

TT Bright, Chief Surveyor, to The Registrar, Wanganui 
Maori Land Court, 26 August 1970, DOSLI file 20/43 vol 
2. Note, a copy of the relevant application not 
included in DOSLI file 
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The remaining block sections 39, 40, 43, 44, 47 and 48, were then 
renamed Ngatimaru G block. DB 

On 17 August 1973, the land status of Ngati Maru G block was 
changed to General land, under the Amendment Act. 

(e) Block E 

Block E consisted of 225 acres and the six sections were allotted 
to six persons. 
In 1977, a lease for the entire block was acquired by Maraea Te 
Rangihaua Tippins. The lease term was for seven years at a 
rental of $100 per annum, dating from 1 April 1977. 139 

The land status of Block E is Maori freehold land. 

(f) Block F 

Block F totalled 252 acres and 3 . roods. Consisting of five 
sections, these were allotted to five persons. 

In 1964, F block was leased for a 21 year term to Eric Thomas, 
Doris Orma Scown, Paul Eric and Judith Merle Scown. 

In 1984, the block was vested in the Maori Trustee under section 
438 (1) of the Maori Affairs act .140 Under section 438 (5), the 
land was made available for leasing by public tender or private 
treaty for a term of five years. Francis Richard Webb acquired 
a five year lease from the Maori Trustee, commencing from 1 April 
1985. An order to vary the terms of the trust was made in 1992, 
under section 438(3) (b) of the Maori Affairs act.M1 

In 1984, the status of Block F was determined as Maori freehold 
land. 

13B See DOSLI file 20/43, 1966, 1970, 1971, vol 2 & 3 

139 See memorial schedule, Maori Land court file Tar 851 

140 See memorial schedule of F block, Maori Land Court 
file, Tar 851 

141 ibid 
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15.2 Maori Affairs Amendment Act .. 1967 

It is important to note the impact of the Amendment Act upon 
Ngati Maru ownership. Section 3 of the Amendment Act enabled the 
Maori Land Court Registrar to declare Maori freehold land to be 
of General land status, if there were four or fewer Maori owners. 
Consultation with Maori owners was not necessary. As a result, 
715 acres 2 roods of Ngati Maru allocated land, (for instance, 
Blocks B and G), became General land. 

The Amendment Act was preceded by the 1965, Pritchard/Waetford 
Report on "Laws Affecting Maori Land and Powers of the Maori Land 
Court. ,,142 Although a conscientious attempt had been made by the 
committee to ascertain Maori opinion as to the "better use" of 
Maori land, strong opposition was demonstrated by Maori when the 
Bill went before Parliament .143 The Maori Council opposed the 
Report's recommendations which had been incorporated in the Bill, 
while the Maori Members· of Parliament hotly debated against it 
in the House. Regardless, the Maori Affairs Amendment Bill 
received assent, 22 November 1967. 144 In essence: 

the Act reflect [ed] the attitude that Maori land 
holdings should be individual and that the individual 
should ultimately have the same freedom of alienation as 
Pakeha. It thus [did] not recognise the concept of tribal 
land or that Maori might not want their land to become 
II Europeanised" in status. 145 

15.3 Unallotted land 

The A to F blocks did not include six sections which were part 
of the original lands set aside under the Ngati Maru and Purangi 
Acts. The unallotted sections were namely, sections 11, 27, 31, 
36, 60 of Block XIV, Upper Waitara survey district, and section 

142 Government Printer, Wellington, 1965 

143 

144 

David Williams Law statute database i Maori Affairs 
Amendment Act 1967 

ibid, debate by Maori Members of Parliament, Whetu 
Tirikatene-Sullivan and Matiu Rata 

145 ibid 
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50 of Block II, Ngati Maru survey district. 146 These sections 
were apparently in .excess of the requirements under these Acts. 
Section 60 of Block XIV, Upper Waitara survey district had never 
been subject to either the Ngati Maru Act or the Purangi Act. 
Instead, section 60 had the status of "unalienated Crown land 
subj ect to the Land Act 1948" .147 

In 1970, the Secretary for Maori and Island Affairs was asked to 
arrange to issue a proclamation reducing the area of land covered 
by the acts and to declare the unallotted sections as lands 
released to be Crown land, subject to the Land Act 1948. l48 The 
Lands and Surveys Department Director General further suggested 
that such action to uplift restrictions on these lands may not 
have taken place earlier simply because no person had previously 
applied for the lands. 

Accordingly, a valuation for the lands was carried out by the 
Lands Department: l49 

Section 
Section 11 127 
Section 27} 
Section 31} 208 
Section 36} 
Section 50 29 
TOTAL 364 

Area 
acres 

acres 

acres 
acres 

Capital Value 
$360 

$208 

$ 29 
$602 

Section 11 contained four acres of flat land, while the balance 
of acres was very steep covered in native bush. The remaining 

146 

147 

Refer to Certificate of title list of Ngati Maru Land 
Natives. See memo by DS Gray, Chief Draughtsman, 30 
July 1969, and also see maps of unallotted sections, 
DOSLI 20/43 vol 2 

Memo by DS Gray, Chief Draughtsman, 30 July 1969 

148 Director General to Commission for Crown Lands, New 
Plymouth, 25 May 1970, DOSLI file 20/43 vol 2 

149 Field Officer to Commissioner of Crown lands, 10 
August 1970, Valuation of sections, DOSLI file 20/43 
vol 2 
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sections were similarly assessed as being very steep, 
unattractive .pieces of land, covered in native bush. 1sO 

In 1971, proclamations were issued by the Minister of Maori and 
Pacific Island Affairs to reduce the area of lands subject to the 
Ngati Maru and Purangi ActS. 1S1 The sections became Crown land 
subject to the Land Act 1948.~2 

The four acres of flat contained in Section 11 were being 
utilised by the MBG Jensen Family Trust in 1970. The trust had 
also acquired preferential allotment of the section to them, in 
1970. 1S3 Now, following the proclamations of Crown land, 
disposal of the section to the trust could be carried out. 

15.4 Impact of Maori Trustee upon Ngati Maru ownership 

Section 387 of the Maori Affairs Act 1953 enabled the Maori Land 
Court to appoint the Maori Trustee as agent, to dispose of 
unproductive land owned by Maori. Section 387(5) contained a 
proviso whereby the Maori Trustee was not to sell or lease any 
such land to any person other than a Maori or Maori descendant 
if a suitable offer was made .lS4 However, the Maori Trustees' 
decision would be final as to whether any such offer was suitable 
or not. 

Consequently, Blocks A and D were affected by the application of 
.Election 387. 1SS 

lS0 ibid 

lSl 

lS2 

RJ Maclachlan, Director General, Department of Lands 
and Survey, Head Office, to Commissioner of Crown 
lands, New Plymouth, 4 August 1971, DOSLI 20/43 vol 2 

New Zealand Gazette No 63, p 1674, 1971 

lS3 RM Velvin, Crown lands Commissioner, 2 June 1971, 
DOSLI 20/43 vol 2 

lS4 See section 387 of the Maori Affairs Act 1953 

lSS Refer to 15.1(a) and 15.1(d), alienations of Block A 
and Block D, in this report 
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Under section 438 of the Maori Affairs Act 1953, the court was 
able to vest land in trustees for the benefit of Maori.156 The 
interests of Block F were vested in the Maori Trustee, and so, 
it was under section 438 that the Maori Trustee was able to lease 
Block F out to Pakeha farmers.~7 

16 Summary of ownership of land allocated under the Ngati Maru and 
Puarangi acts 

Under the Purangi act, 901 acres 2 roods 7 perches, was set aside 
for allocating to Maori living at Purangi, while 1 581 acres were 
set aside under the Ngati Maru act. These two areas totalled 2 
482 acres 2 roods 7 perches. The sections of land allocated 
under the 10 December 1915 partition orders came to a sum of 2 
083 acres 6 perches. The unallotted sections of land totalled 
364 acres 20 perches. Since 1915, some of the blocks have 
diminished quite markedly regarding ownership by the orginal 
owners and their successors. 

Block A has reduced in size from 249 acres 2 roods down to 
approximately 215 acres. The status of Block B, 422 acres 1 rood 
30 perches, has been changed to General land. Similarly, the 
sections which made up Block D were changed to General land. 
This was after Block D was repartitioned and reduced in size from 
457 acres, down to 306 acres 2 roods and renamed Block G. 

Total land allocated to Maori 
under the acts 

Sections allotted under the 
1915 partition orders 

= 2 482 acres 2 roods 7 perches 

= 2 083 acres 0 roods 6 perches 

Remaining acreage unallotted = 399 acres 2 roods 1 perch 

Unallotted sections, 1915 
Remaining unallotted acreage 

TOTAL 

Maori freehold land status 
Block A 249 acres 2 roods 

364 acres 0 roods 20 perches 
+ 35 acres 1 roods 21 perches* 
= 399 acres 2 roods 1 perch 

= 1 203 acres 2 roods 16 perches 

156 See section 438 of the Maori Affairs Act 1953 

157 Refer to 15.1(f) ,alienations of Block F, in this report 
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Block C 476 acres 1 rood 16 perches 
Block E 225 acres 
Block F 252 acre!;! 3 rood!;! 
TOTAL = 1 203 acres 2 roods 16 perches 

Lands changed to 
General land status = 879 acres 1 rood 30 perches 
Block B 422 acres 1 rood 30 perches 
Block D 407 gcre!;! 
TOTAL = 879 acres 1 rood 30 perches 

Maori freehold land 1 203 acres 2 roods 16 perches 
General land + 879 acres 1 rood 30 :gerches 

2 083 acres 0 roods 6 perches 

* Probably the unallotted section 60, Block XIV, Upper Waitara 
survey district 
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17 Conclusion/Issues concerning Ngati Maru Wharanui 

Two important issues to be considered by Tribunal members are: 

i) whether the Crown acted in good faith toward Ngati Maru by 
providing Ngati Maru A to F blocks to compensate for losses 
suffered? 

ii) whether the Ngati Maru A to F blocks were sufficient for, 
and, actually satisfied the needs of Ngati Maru? 

17.1 Quality of Ngati Maru A to F blocks 

The quality of land allocated for the benefit of Ngati Maru is 
somewhat dubious. The Ngati Maru A to F blocks have been 
described by a Ngati Maru spokesperson as only "good for grazing 
goats" .158 The land has few flat areas, very steep hills, and is 
largely inaccessible by road. Also the land is largely covered 
in native bush, gorse and scrub. At the time of Tume's petition 
he and his people were living on the flats at Purangi. However, 
such quality flat land was not allocated to them. Instead a 
lengthy process was undertaken which ensured landless Maori would 
be provided lesser desired land from the Crown. 

17.2 Taranaki Land Confiscation of 1865 

Evidence in this report suggests that Ngati Maru as an iwi had 
endured and suffered extreme hardship. Ngati Maru had lost many 
of their people, during wars against Northern and Waikato tribes 
between 1819-1831. Later, they suffered the loss of a 
considerable amount of land through Crown land confiscations in 
1865. This is despite a lack of evidence suggesting that Ngati 
Maru fought in rebellion against the Crown during the Taranaki 
land wars. It was probable that their rohe was utilised by 
various war parties who were engaged in that war. On that slight 
notion, Ngati Maru might be viewed as having been involved. 
Also, perhaps, in terms of their assisting Wiremu Kingi when he 
took refuge in their rohe, this might be viewed as helping Maori 
who were rebellious against the Crown. 

While Ngati Maru retained rangatiratanga status of their rohe 
following tribal fighting in the early 1800s, as a consequence 

158 Oral evidence, Dennis Patuwairua, Waitangi Tribunal 
hearing, Te Upoko 0 te Whenua marae, Tarata, 15 
October 1991 
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of the 1865 Crown confiscation, Ngati Maru were stripped of such 
status when several thousand acres of their rohe were 
appropriated by the Crown. 

Despite discrepancies in terms of Ngati Maru's actual rohe, and 
the total amount of land which was confiscated from them, it is 
reasonable to conclude that Ngati Maru unfairly suffered 
substantial land losses because of the confiscation. 

17.3 The Compensation Court Award of 1866 

The Compensation Court's attempt to grant compensation to Ngati 
Maru for the wrongful confiscation is difficult to quantify. A 
block of 26,000 acres was awarded which was to be subdivided 
between the claimant iwi/hapu of Ngati Maru, Ngatitama, Ngati 
Mutunga, Pukerangiora and Puketapu. Full records of the award 
were not kept regarding the above arrangement and so it is 
difficult to. determine to what extent Ngati Maru benefited, if 
at all, from that award. 

17.4 Purchase of Ngati Maru lands 

McLean's instructions of 1872 which developed into the takoha 
system, added further confusion to the land ownership issue. In 
following the instructions, certain confiscated lands were being 
purchased by Parris between 1873 to 1875. There were two 
distinct Ngati Maru groups of sellers and non-sellers, and yet 
the purchases were still carried out by a handful of the willing 
Ngati Maru sellers. 

17.4.1 The Native Land Act 1873, Section 24 

The Native Land Act 1873 required the setting aside of sufficient 
quantities of land for the Natives as reserves under section 24. 
This was not carried out in the circumstances of Ngati Maru land 
purchases. 

An alternative assertion might b~ proposed regarding section 24. 
The Crown withheld from purchasing some areas of land, and so, 
that could be viewed as if the Crown had "set apart a sufficient 
quantity", of lands "deemed necessary for the benefit of the 
Natives of the district". Such an assertion however, seems 
somewhat frail. 

The Crown should have fulfilled its duty as a treaty partner and 
acted in good faith by setting aside at least the minimable 
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amount of acres per person from each block as a reserve, and, as 
set out in it's own legislation. 

17.5 Lands allocated for landless Natives 

In terms of the Crown's attempts to address the landless Ngati 
Maru issue, Ngati Maru's situation is somewhat comparable to the 
circums.tances of Ngai Tahu. Under the South Island Landless 
Natives Act 1906, an area of 142,118 acres was allocated to 4064 
people, not all of whom were Ngai Tahu. The quality of the land 
was largely poor wasteland. The Tribunal in it's NgaiTahu 
report, stated that they were: 

... unable to escape the conclusion that, to appease its 
conscience, the Crown wished to appear to be doing 
something when in fact it was perpetrating a cruel hoax. 
In the tribunal's view the facts speak for themselves. The 
tribunal is unable to reconcile the Crown's action with its 
duty to act in the utmost good faith towards its treaty 
partner. The Act [the South Island Landless Natives Act 
1906] and its implementation cannot be reconciled with the 
honour of the Crown. The tribunal finds the Crown's policy 
and the legislative implementation of the policy in 
relation to landless Ngai Tahu to be a serious breach of 
the Treaty principle requiring it to act in good faith. 
This breach is yet to be remedied .159 

The process of addressing Ngati Maru's landless issue spanned 
eleven years from the time of Tume's petition to Parliament in 
1896, until the enactment of the Ngati Maru and the Purangi 
Landless Native Acts in 1907. Tume requested in 1907, that lands 
be set aside to enable families to gather together as a small 
community. 160 However, the Crown's land allocation process did 
not cater for this rather minimable request. 

A further eight years lapsed before the allocated lands were 
partitioned into the Ngati Maru A to F blocks, and titles given 
to the Maori owners listed in the two acts. It appears that 
activity to remedy the Ngati Maru landless situation followed on, 
to some extent, only as a result of the progress made for South 
Island Maori. For example, the Ngati Maru and Purangi statutes 

159 

160 

Waitangi Tribunal Ngai Tabu Report, (Wai 27) (Brooker 
& Friend Wellington, 1991) 

Refer to Section 12 of this report 
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were enacted a year after the South Island Landless Natives Act 
1906. 
A further issue to raise in terms of allocation is whether the 
Crown should have been allocating lands in the Ngati Maru rohe 
to non-Ngati Maru Maori in the first place? 

17.6 Unallocated sections of land 

Following the allocation of lands to listed persons in the Ngati 
Maru and Purangi acts, 364 acres remained unallocated since 1915. 
In 1971, proclamations were issued declaring the unallocated 
sections as Crown land subject to the Land Act 1948. The reason 
for the non-allocation of these sections in 1915 has not been 
uncovered in the file records. However, the unallocated sections 
may have been the remaining sum of land, after the maximum sums 
had been allocated. For instance, the 50 acres for adults, and 
25 acres for children. 

The point at issue is, should the Crown have reclaimed those 
sections originally allocated under the Acts for landless Maori? 
In so doing, the sections have since become available for 
utilisation by non-Ngati Maru peoples. 

17.7 The Maori Affairs Amendment Act 1967 ('Amendment Act') 

The Maori Affairs Amendment Act was legislated as part of 
National Government policy to remove legislative distinctions 
between Maori and Pakeha. As a result, Part I of the Amendment 
Act automatically declared Maori freehold land as General land 
where there was less than four owners to the property. 161 This 
act appears to have been yet another example of the Government's 
continuous attempt to marginalise the concept of tribal Maori 
ownership in favour of individualised rights of land ownership .162 

Alternatively, the act may have been a potential solution to the 
problems of possessing fragmented titles, the difficulties of 
collecting owners, and the difficulties the owners themselves· 
were having in making collectively agreed decisions about their 
lands. 

Over 700 acres, which is almost a third of the Ngati Maru blocks, 
changed status to General land as a result of Part I of the 1967 

161 David Williams database, Maori Affairs Amendment Act 
1967 

162 ibid 
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Amendment Act. These areas being Blocks B and the repartitioned 
Block D (which became Block G) . 

The tribunal has not commented in earlier reports on the specific 
issue of Part I of the Amendment Act. This report questions ~he 
lack of Crown responsibility when the allocated Ngati Maru land 
blocks continued to be alienated from Maori landowners? 
Furthermore, has the Crown acted in breach toward their Treaty 
partner by imposing statutory changes to Maori freehold land 
status, without the consent of Maori landowners?163 

17.8 The Maori Trustee 

Under various statutes, the Maori Trustee has been entrusted with 
power which has meant to be for the benefit and interests of 
Maori beneficiaries. 164 In this situation alone, the influence 
of the Maori Trustee has been a causal factor in the continual 
erosion of tribal landownership by Ngati Maru •. The .question is 
whether Ngati Maru interests have been affected prejudicially by 
decisions of the Trustee? A broader question arises also as to 
whether the Crown has acted in accordance with Treaty principles 
by giving the Maori Trustee statutory power to act without the 
necessity to consult with Maori landowners? 

163 

164 

Part I of the Amendment Act was repealed in 1973, in 
recognition of it's unpopularity with Maori people. 
The act had been based largely on the recommendations 
of the 1965 Pritchard report. In 1970, the Maori 
Affairs Department reported that 3 410 declarations of 
land status changes had been made since the Act was 
passed. Of those declarations, only 586 had been at 
the request of Maori owners. David Williams, Maori 
Law Legislation Database, Commentary on Maori Affairs 
Amendment Act 1967 

For example, the Maori Affairs Act 1953 
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Appendices 

1. Direction Commissioning Research 

2. Statement of Claim for Ngati Maru, (Wai 136) i Wai 143 Taranaki 
claim 

3. Hapu list and Ngati Maru Wharanui rohe, written 
Information compiled by Dennis Patuwairua and Pono 
extracted from writings by father of Pono Whakaruru. 

in Maori. 
Whakarurui 

4. Maps relating to Ngati Maru A to F blocks ancillary claim 

Maps included in report: 

Figure 1 Map of A to F blocks 

Figure 2 Topographical map of A to F blocks 

Figure 3 Map of Pa Sites along Waitara river 

Figure 4 Depiction of map from Sim Commission Report 1928 

Figure Sa Tribally defined Ngati Maru boundary, 1991 version 

Figure 5b Tribally defined Ngati Maru boundary, 1995 version 

Figure 7 Map of landblocks sold by Ngati Maru 

Maps attached in Appendix: 

Figure 6 Map depicting Taumata Mahoe track 
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AND CONCERNING 

DIRECTION COMMISSIONING RESEARCH 

appolx ,. 

WAJ.143 

the Treaty of Waitangi 
Act 1975 

the Taranaki Ancillary 
claim by Ngati Maru 
Wharanui over Ngati 
Maru A to .. F blocks. 

-''" 

1 Pursuant to clause 5A(1) of the second schedule of the Treaty ofWaitangi Act 1975, the 
Tribunal commissions Aroha Waetford, a member of staff, to complete on behalf of the 
claimants a research report for this claim covering the following matters: 

(a) A review of the history ofNgati Maru land holdings and the alienation of these lands 
by confiscation or other means. 

(b) A review of the allocatioJ;l of the Ngati Maru A to F blocks under the Ngatimaru 
Landless Natives Act 1907 and the Purangi Landless Natives Act 1907, whether 
there was any prior negotiation with representatives ofNgati Maru, what agreement, 
if any, was reached and whether the eventual allocation reflected that agreement. 

2 This commission commenced on 9 September 1994. 

3 The commission ends on 30 September 1995 at which time one copy of the report will be 
filed in unbound form together with an indexed document bank and copy of the report on 
disk. 

4 The report may be received as evidence and the commissionee may be cross examined on 
it. 

cont. page 2: 5. The Registrar is etc. 
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5 The Registrar is to send copies of this direction to: 

Aroha Waetford 
Claimants 
Counsel for.Claimants 
Solicitor General, Crown Law Office 
Director, Office of Treaty Settlements 
Secretary, Crown Forestry Rental Trust 

Dated at Wellington ~s l' day of August 1995 .. 

Chief Judge E T e 
Chairperson 
WAITANGI TRIBUNAL 
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WAI··i·~~ I-MARU TRIBAL 
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The Registrar, 
Waitangi Tribunal, 
Wellington. 

Dear Sir, 

.,.:5 B ~ OrC/)(:xd-N' me, (4 C{Q 

.¥1. 
21/9/87 

We write on behalf of the Ngati-Maru Trustees, representing the Tribal 
interests of our people and their Land Rights. We are aware of the 
Percy ~·mith report of 1976, and also the Sim Report from the Royal 
Commission of 1928. 

We do not agree with the boundary lines defined by these Reports, in 
that they vary from Ancestral teachings of the Ngati-Maru land area. 
We believe that our people, being historically of inland and river 
settlers, have had their Land areas encroached on by other Tribes, or at 
~east, by those preparing Maps to define respective Tribal areas. The 
:..:aranaki Maori Trust Board Map does show more accurately, the general 

gion of Ngati-Maru Ancestral boundries. 

We claim our region, from the Tarata Zig-Zag, moves east~ both sides 
of the Waitara river, fanning out in a North-East and South.e·rly direct ion, 
extending to the Wanganui River. We have many of our people, (a scatt­
ered Tribe) living in the upper Wanganui River region. This River is 

]
r Boundary to where it joins the Ohura river and runs to the West 

__ . ast. Our neighbours are, Ngati-Haua North-East ( Ngat i-Tama North­
West, Ngati-Ruanui and Ngarauru South-West. 

We would request the time and opportunity to establish more specific­
ally our more accurate boundaries, and discuss this subject with our 
neighbouring Tribes. 

/,~:--l 
i(allmatua. :., _~ .. ~. 

T. TOkota~ /... .. 

~~~.~. 
p. T tl Kopu 

Kui 

Trustee/Secretary . /lR/?~L~_ 
B.H. Orchard 

23 Hinau Street, 
Inglewood. 

Note: Maps defining Boundari~s are being prepared, and will be 
forwarded in due course. 
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12 HAPU OF NGATIMARU-WHARANUI 

NGATI KUI NGATI KOPUA NGATI RAUTAO NGATI RONGONUI 

NGATI MIHI NGATI TAKAHI NGATI HINEMOKAI NGATI WHARANUI 

NGATI KEHU NGATI TEAREI NGATI TEIKA NGATI KURA TE UTA 

TE ROHE· 0 NGATIMARU WHARANUI 

MAt I TE PUMAI 0 TE AWARD A KI TONA HONONGA KI 
MAIKAIKATEA KA HAERE WHENUA MAl I TE PUNAWAI 0 
MAIKAIKATEA TIKA TONU KI ENEI PUKE TAPU HINAU 
TANGITU POUIATOA ME TUIPAKI 

KA HEKE MAl I TUlPAKE KI TE PUNAWAI 0 TARAMOUKOU 
AWA KI TONA PUTANGA KI TE AWAROA KI TONA 
HONONGA KI TE AWA 0 MANGANUI 

KA HURl KI TE TONGA,KA WHAI I TE AWA 0 MANGANUI 
KI TE ARA WHENUA 0 TE AHURANGI 

MAl I TE TE AHURANGI KI TE AWA 0 PATEA KI 
TONA HONONGA KI TE AWA 0 MANGAEHU 

MAl I TE AWA 0 MANGAEHU KA HAERE WHENUA KI 
TE TIHI 0 TE MATE 0 ONGAONGA 

KA PEKE IHO I TE IHU WAKA KI WAKA KI TANGAHOE KI UTA 
KI TONA PUTANGA KI TE AWA 0 WHANGANUI 

KA PIKI I TE AWA 0 WHANGANUI KI TONA HONONGA 
KI TE AWA 0 TE TANGARAKAU 

KA PIKI I TE AWA 0 TANGA~AKAU KI TONA HONONGA KI 
TE AWA 0 HEAD 

KA PIKI ATU I TE AWA 0 HEAD TAE ATU KI rONA PUNAWAI 
KA HAERE WHENUA KA PIKI TI TE TIHI 0 TE TATU 

KA HEKE IHO I TE TATU KI TE RERE PAHU PAHU KA WHITIATU 
KI WAITARA ITI 



APPENDIX 4 

Maps relating to Ngati Maru A to F blocks ancillary claim: 

Figure 6 Map depicting Taumata Mahoe track 



TRIBAL AREAS 
AND 

MAIN COMMUNICATION ROUTES 
c.1800 

MAIN ROUTES 

1. Kawhia - Waipa R. 

2. Marakopa - Waipa R. 

3. Taumatamaire Track 

4. Mokau River 

5. Tatara - Takaanu 
(Tapuiwahine rack) 

6. Totoro - Ongarue R. 

7. Tihimanuka - Wanganui R. 

B. Tangarakau - Wanganui R. 

9. Woitara - Wanganui R. 
(Taumatamahoc Track) 

10. Mataitawa - Patea 
(Whakaahurangi Track) 

. -" 

imATI HAUA 

(/ 
puraor:f.. 

... , . 

._0 Tribal Boundaries 
.' Tracks 

------ Rivers 

11. Potea - Tihimanuka 
(Kaharoa Track) 

12. Waitatara - Wanganui 

13. Wanganui River 

14. Wanganui - Taupo 
(via Manganui a te Aa) 

15. Wanganui - Taupo 
(via Rangipo) 

Source : Smith, 1910. 

Figure 6 Map depicting Taumatamahoe track 
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SCHEDULE OF NGATI MARU A TO F BLOCK PARTITIONS 

Ngati Maru A to F blocks 

Par- Date of Area Sections OWners 
tition Partition (acres &: 

Order hectares) 

Block A 10 Dec 1915 249 acres 2 33,46,47,48,49 of 6 
roods Blk II Ngatimaru owners 
- 100.9690 S.D. 
hectares 

Block B 10 Dec 1915 422 acres 1 33,34,41,45,4956, 9 
rood 30 57,58,59 of Blk owners 
perches XIV Upper Waitara 
- 170.8846 S.D. 
hectares 

Block C 10 Dec 1915 476 acres 1 5,6,7,19,20,2122, 17 
rood 16 26,35,42,4650 of owners 
perches Blk XIV Upper 
- 192.7720 Waitara S.D. 
hectares 

Block D 10 Dec 1915 407 acres 32,37,38,39,4043, 9 
*457 acres 44,47,48 of Blk owners 
- 184.9479 XIV Upper Waitara 
hectares S.D. 

Block E 10 Dec 1915 225 acres 23,24,25,28,2930 6 
- 91. 0542 of Blk XIV Upper owners 
hectares Waitara S.D. 

Block F 10 Dec 1915 252 acres 3 51,52,53,54,55 of 5 
roods Blk XIV Upper owners 
- 102.2842 Waitara S.D. 
hectares 

Total 2 083 acres 52 
6 perches owners 

- 843.0913 
hectares 

* Partition Order stated 407 acres, although 457 acres were 
actually allocated 
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LIST OF ORIGINAL OWNERS OF NGATI MARU A TO F BLOCKS 

The.following information is taken from the partition orders 
which were issued for each block on 10 December 1915. 

BLOCK A 6 owners 

1. 

2. 
3. 
4. 

5. 
6 . 

Name 
Kikirua Hoani 

Relative Interest 
50 shares 

Ngawini Hoani 50 " 
Te Kapua Rangataua 50 " 
Te Rauhi Rangiwhatumata 50 " 

(Te Tauhi Te Rangiwhatumata) 
Puti te Ika 25 " 
Te Puata 25 " 

Total 250 shares 

BLOCK B 9 owners 

1. 
2. 
3. 

4. 

5. 
6 . 
7. 
8 . 
9 . 

Name 
Tamakehu Hiko 

Relative Interest 
25 shares 

Ngauta Piripi (Ngaki) 50 " 
Taruhae te Korowhiti 48 " 

(Turahae Wi Te Kowahiti) 
Wi Korowhiti 50 " 

(Kowahiti/ Wiremu Te Korohiti) 
Tutehourangi 50 " 
Mokai Rakei (Ratahi Tukau) 50 " 
Pohepohe Tukau 50 " 
Tuhi Aorangi 50 " 
Paki te Ika 25 " 

Total 398 shares 

Block C 17 owners 
Name Relative Interest 

1. Taura Patuone 50 shares 
2. Te Hekenui Taiaha 50 " 
3. Mae te Ikahaehae 25 " 
4 . Peti te Ikahaehae 25 " 
5. Tukapua te Ikahaehae 11 1/3 " 
6. Tira te Ikahaehae 11 1/3 " 
7. Titi te Ikahaehae 11 1/3 " 
8. Kopa Ngataierua 12 1/2 " 
9. Manihera Ngataierua 12 1/2 " 
10. Whareaitu Ngataierua 12 1/2 " 
11. Okio Ngataierua 12 1/2 " 
12. Marie Ngaone 50 shares 
13. Tukotahi Ngaone (Tukatahi) 50 " 
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14. Tohe Taua 
15. Hora Haere 
16. Te Uta Mate 
17. Hine Mokai 

Block D 9 owners 
Name 

1. Tutaunuku Tume (Tutanuku) 
2. Hue Riwai (Te Hue Riwai) 
3. Ngakuira Ripene 
4. Rangiheuea Tume 
5. Wiki Topia 
6. Motutahi Pare 
7. Hinewhiu Hoani 
8 . Wiremu Tume 
9. Tapapa Hataraka 

Block E 6 owners 

1. 
2. 
3. 

4. 

5. 
6 . 

Name 
Tuwhai Wehikore 
Maraenui Wehikore 
Eriwata Punipi 
Ngahina Wira 

(Ngahuia Uira) 
Ngarongo Kauika 
Pare Taiaha 

Block F 5 owners 
Name 

1. Manunui a Paihau 

50 
25 
50 
25 

" 
" 
" 
" 

Total 484 shares 

Relative Interest 
75 shares 
50 " 
50 " 
50 " 
50 " 
50 " 
50 " 
50 " 
25 " 

Total 450 shares 

Relative Interest 
25 shares 
25 
50 
50 

39 
50 

" 
" 
" 

" 
" 

Total 239 shares 

Relative Interest 
50 shares 

(Mananui a Paihau Tume) 
2. 

3 . 
4. 

5. 

Tunga te Hore 50 " 
Tunganekore (Hinehapua) 50 " 
Kuramaiangi 50 " 

(Kuramaianga Turia) 
Kupuora Turia 50 " 

Total 250 shares 

A2 



NAMES OF PERSONS LISTED UNDER ACTS 

Purangi Landless Natives Act 1907 

First Schedule - Names of Maoris to whom this act applies 
Tutanuku Tume Uira Wehikore 
Kapohanga Wehikore Nga-Huia Uira 
Rangiheuea Tume Nga-Wini Hoani 
Mananui-a-Paihau Tume Hinewhiu Hoani 
Ngakuira Ripine Nga-Moanga Tuhai 
Ripine Tume Haimona Papa-a-wai 
Te Ika Haehae Motutahi Pare 
Nga-One Te Manihera 
Tukatahi Nga-One 
Waikowai Motutahi 

Tuhi Aorangi 
Toroa Te Ika Wairangi 

Ngati Maru Landless Natives Act 1907 

First Schedule - Names of Maori to whom this act applies 
Part I 
Te Kapua Rangataua 
Kikirua Hoani 
Tohe Taua 
Te Uta Mate 
Taura Patuone 
Te Tauhi Te Rangiwhatumata 
Ngaki Piripi 
Te Ratahi Tukau 
Pohepohe Tukau 
Tutehourangi 
Turahae Wi Te Kowahiti 

Part II 
Hora Haere 
Hine Mokai 
Tamakehu Hiko 
Puti Te Ika 

Wiremu Te Korohiti 
Pare Taiaha 
Taiaha Mauihera Hinehapua 
Ngataierua Kere 
Tunganekore Hinehapua 
Te Hue Riwai 
Tunga Te Hore 
Wiki Topia 
Kuramaianga Turia 
Kupuora Turia 

Te Puata 
Paki Te Ika 
Tapapa Hataraka 

Toroa te Ika Wairangi was found by the Native Land Court to own 
more than the maximum area of 50 acres, so the name was struck 
out. Refer to letter, Chief Surveyor, New Plymouth to Judge JW 
Browne, 17 August 1936, DOSLI File 20/43, vol 2, P 124, at Part 
B of Document Bank, document B31 
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NGATIlIARU AND PURANGI LANDLESS NATIVES. 

XX/43 

30/l1/42~ 

BI 

In the year 1898· oertain olaims were made by lfgatimaru and 
Puf--gi resident Maoris, '''Purporting to be landless, for lands in Upper 
Wa1~ara and Ngatimaru Survey Distriots on the Nast of' the Waitara River 
near Purang1. This land Ues with1n the Oonf1scated boundaries and 
when the surveyors Were on the land theY' were instruoted to make provision 
for. the oetting aside of approximately 2000 acres for the purpose of 
satisfying anY' olaims theref'rom that maY' be fOlUld af'ter inves-';igation 
by the Court to be fully juatif'ied, i.e. that the claimant was 
landless and that h1s abode was at Purang1 at the time the surveyors 
commenced operat1ons in that 10ceJ.1ty. 

Tutanuk* Tume, a.n elder of the Ngatimaru tribe and a paramount 
chief of that day - a man who washe1d in high esteem by both llaori and 
Pakeha - an assessor of ·the Native Land Court and a Church of England 
lay-reader - was entrusted with the matter by the peop1e oonoerned and 
he' accompanied the surveyor, W.It.UUroott, to the land and agreed to the 
position of the blook of' land from whioh awards would subsequently be 
made. 'rutanu1tu. 'Was then asked to furnish the names Of' the people 
Who had olaim to be ino].uded for consideration by the Court and some 
29 names Of' Purang1 people were Bubmi tted for investigation. "The 
Nga.timaru Landless Natives Act,1907", page 352, gives the names of Maoris 
entitled to land set aside for the Ngatimaru landless people. Atter the 
surve.Y of' the blook whereby manY' 50 acre and 25 acre seotions were 1aid 
off, Ithe sections were aJ.10 tted by the Lands Depar1men:t. and a. Governor's 
Warratlt was issued for completion and issue of' titles • .J The J.ocation of 
a section. for each person as alJ.o tted was appa.rently done without 
consideration of ! emily grouping and this led to a further request to 
the Oourt to re-open the matter. The authoritY' for the Oommissioner of 
Crown La.nds to aJ.lot sections is contained in Subsection 2 of Section 5 
of' both the' Ngat1maru Landl.ess Natives Aot,1901 and the Purangi 
LandJ.ess Natives Act.1907. Statutes No.69 and 70. pages 351 to 356. 
Of' the 29 persons whoBe Bames were submi tted bY' Tntanuku Tome, 18 were 
f'ound to be landl.ess and were allotted a seotion in the Purangi Landless 
Na.tives :Block. In the Ngatimaru Landless Nat! ves mook, 28 persons were 
a110tted a section. '.rhe l.atter are. the people whose names are 
published in Kah1ti of 4th June, 1909. page 354. Tutanuku Tome died 
on 30/1J./.1.7 t twen ty'-five years ago, and several other awardees have 
aJ.so passed away. 

The actual titl.es were' completed bY' the District Land Registrar 
and are recorded in Certificate of Title VoJ.ume 76, folio 256 etc., but 
onl.y one title has been upl:lf'ted. The Aot provides by Section 8 thereof 

I 
that successors to any of the awards made who may die before the 

ICe~ttf1cate of Title has been issued to htm, may succee6 to the land 
19ranted. 

The question of re-grouping of sections to' permit of families 
being ab1e to work in cJ.oser co-operation on the land came before Judge 
Jack at New Plymouth on 9/12/15. At this aittmg the Court purported 
under Seotion 55 of the Native Land Amendment Act.19J.3, to treat the 
area of the b100ks as previously awarded as one and partj,tioned it into 
siX divisions. Judge Browne subsequently stated that he was doubtful. 
if the COlU"t had jurisdiotion to. do this (See FUe XX/431l23). It is 
submitted that the Court has no,," power to aJ.'ter the names as schedul.ed 
in the Act of 1907 but may recommend that the Act be amended if fotmd 
necessary. 

The partition by Judge Jack was made in an endeavour to 
consolidate the family groups and apart from Court prooeedings nothing 
further haa been done. 

. / Reverting to the persons for whom a voice was raised in an 
\ ........ ./ endeavour to settle them near the spot where the first surveyors to 

enter the district found them, whioh was in the loceJ.ity of' Purangi 
Township, District Surveyor H.M.Skeet in a lengthy report to the Chief' 
Surveyor dated 13112/98 states, WWith Mr.Murcott, a stetf surveyor, 

~ 
saw Tutanuku respecting reserves on the Waitara River ••.•.••• 

Tutanuku and hiB party have evidently been J.eft out of the reserves 
ade for the Ngatimaru people by the West Coast Commission of' 1881, 
videntl.y through Tutanuku being away for many years living up the 
anganui RiVer. Ite had given a list Of' 66 names to the authoritieB 
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The 5\1n,,"01" uen"ral. 

WuUIn)ltnll. 

.s. G. 2~342 x· 
4 

The COromi.ssioner ofCro\m Lands, 

~'" . 

N e~,., Plymouth. 

.-
In r~ply :t,o y.oUr memorandum o·f the 29th ult., 

re Ptirangi, all that is necessary at pres~nt is to withold fro~ 

saTe the 200.0· acr~5 referred to. Before any larid could be 

allotted to landl~s·s natives, i3. competent a~thority'Would have 

to inqutre into the claims of' tJhe applicants. 
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S.PERCY SMITH 
SnrvcYOl' General. 

Lrrrars m liE ADDII&6$U 
The SUl'Y1\YOrGeneral. 

Welllnllton . 

The Commissioner o~ Cr~ Bands, 

,"'''. 

Ne,,' . Plymouth. 

Re~erring to your memorandum 6~ the 29th 

December 1898, ·l;J'l357, it has been decided by Government 

that you should: make the preliminary inquiries as to 

whether a~y ~~ ·the 'nat~y'es, o~ Purangi, Wa£tara, who~ 

applied ~oi' lands as land'less Natives, are really land­

less, i~e., have not enough lana. to keep them. 

'It :lS probable the qu.estfon o~ landless 

Na ti'u"e s will' be dealt w:t,th by J.:aw ah.ort-2Y, Qut in the 

D!-eantime ,th:Lf fn~uj;:ry is to be made. 

L 

'I send you a list of' people' suppliec.'I. by 'I'u-te­

~ttku Turne, o~ Purangi, who applied ~or the 2000 acres, 

section 5 Block XIV, Upper Waitara. 

I think you should send f'or Tu-te-}nttku, and 

inquire o~ h;i.m the( parti'culars of' land any ~f' ,the·se 

people have, as a guide to you in ydUJ.' subsequent 

inCJ.uiries, which WOUld, I assume, be main'ly in sea.rching 

f'or the.iI' names in Grants or other titles to Natives. 

In reporting ,you should say how much ee,ch 

person owns, and the character of' the land, if' suf'~icierL 

. or not f'dI' the owner to make a 
,~ 

\ 

~i ving of'f' • 

~ 
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:··~~·~·!.l~~.e.~~s· !{en~nera is:;,:y ~ou~ilj. lie :lhsli: i •• 't:e J?f.sr. :;=l1~~n~i. ile i:11 
·:·m~af;rie~l'~::,;r.~lt·tEr t..is·ltif$· nor tz,eir ehilareD.'s Daiilc.S aloe ill ~he llst .. tier 
. 'ped]l~: ~:il,?ng to ;j01,1f:'i" {;atIi~an~i·. ice cnly' l?.~cI I knc:-. !:i=: t" t~ i::i.<;;t('.£:t.e~ 

.. .:. 

-'(iiril':"w~-bil=crG is a Vf::ry olo·wcilla~,..shc lins 'l't Fur&qj, flO ;;uscarld .. lii:lJ 
·;i"· .. ·......, ......... 3·~~~~.!.~:J~~:~k~:"-j£:'3_f,fp:=}ttf.f}?., ~fie f!aS e-l;io u!'.dhiaed i. •. te'C'p.sts in Pt::}:e~;j~ 

and iu no otber ressrvE; 

Kar,onat.:~e. '\';enikc1"e is :fy iDc1.iH:.r" an ald };C"S.J) !:i vilJ~ <.it FaraI'.;:i. J':.a.c::; ,:,~~ 
·4 'of: us:-~€r ohildren alive,' &nd '~e are inthh list. wYMlf, 5!lD::it.el~~a. i'~ 

... ~ JtlU1a.Dai~a1>8ih8Q fUlle, :and ·Ieel"otll!o i.nib .• w, tauer' i. dead ; so fer 81 
... -•.. ;,,,:;.,,,.;o.-~ .. 1.00 •. she :is lIot 'iJitereMed ··iii .oj lends .. ' .'~' ... 

" .~ .. '. " . 

.' ... 6. 

16. 
7. 
8 •. 
12 •. 
15. 

' .. :.~4';' 
"-15'. 

. 9. 

~8b2:ibeui8 . :rate i'a .y brother. h:is ur.tieo·, bathh .ite belollea to 
I.D~U'ii. - he .. ~ .... DO oaildreD.. his intere6ta· ne the salle alS mine. viZ: - il 
"'an~8opa and Itat~wt~. So tar. &$.1' know .he .bas 'DO e'her ·interesh. 

MaD8~Dui-8paibao fume ia ., btotber f 8D adult~ but Dot married, bis interc 
ate 'COG ·sue 8S doe aDd IIi bro't·bers. Be bS6 DO lanlUl ether than t.hoM. 

N~atob~o I8~jka iz .J aiater, she liveE 'witb WiremQ Kauika at haitotera. 
wbo is one of th lefiOi.Dg ~eIl of toe lIgatipcrtls. She bas abHoren, viz: .. 
!l'e. Hgira hbir.ll~il liinga b1~a~lIill~. i'e ~OeDl5arOa Kauik8 f furereac Kallike. 
K.bu~ur8 Kluik ••. ~~t:Pare Ngarengo are al~ ~er cbilcire~. WgaroD~o ba6 DO 
iDt.ef.eBi8 il1 l~.,d it! ibis Distric1. f but abe say ha.le land in tb~ hUeter. 
Dis.tr~o", _be enO. all ·'the ciHd'l'e.D .ay bave saall in1.ereste ill Yisite1.ara 
laDds. 

N~aku1ra Ri~iJ1~ jos • nieoe 'ot mille. she is liyil1~r with Iller buab8Ild at ~ .. 
Phua,.. .be bas DO ~UdreD, ihe is: in tbe liIatu~ih:is ';;eserncD L'l.ai tct.8r. 
~iver. tlzc haA iDt~ta iD iauaataeaho6 ~nd Jhitianga. wbior. she hes 
~~aept11 OODle into OJ -61l0.0E;SBioc. 

'$~j.l1e ~hllu~ ill ,t·.:L)Jez -I)/. llZakuire 1\illiJle. bas leU hi!: "Ue end baa DO 
Q1-.bJt~ obUd,J'ep. 0" ta.:t tQe Cbatbellbl.Jlds, be 'DaS 'no hDd ibe~e ihat ~ 
kaow of. :Be hI.~ ..aJUtl1·-*hiileG abefE:1l hi ·~anEao'08. and Autna.:; 

•.•. j 

.~~ . 
. ~~ 

·r 



1\ 

!~ • 

:;.:',' 

,,: ~ . 

'·25. 

24. 
"," 

. 0,'; 

. ' 

26. 

. .". . ':~ . 

. .~. . 

". ,,''; .': " .. ~~:>. : .. ~.::":;; ~<' .. :..: .... :'.:> ..... : .. ~" .. ':.' .. .'. : .. ~ ... .{; ... ~~~'~' .. : .. ~."" ... ~' .. ::-.:/ . . .,<· .... :: .. ::··;.:·:.L:~·:·~~.'···.~·.: :> r', ...... .. 

. an1·be.~~<1.s·':'~·i!,~~.a.~.,' ,younQer , .. t~8il~;.~yae~t~·;:,b$~:;iiij8b8.Dd ::i6 ae , 
. "'.¥,t~e;1.. "f1ikot8hf;1i~e()Jl ~'~:i~~::·a::·:C;~ild/Off;1i~~~.· 'aDd:' 8he~ 

, ',,:':~'Do~'inoluil~diJ:i:n ·th'~;:lbt~·oi>:I1I11l~s,' the'lute~,-i; 
~ili~Ji)lJli~~~i'6r.'· .Bb~:B!a~.;.l>.r.ob~})1..Ji.'·Jl,~!cr~'t~n.~~eBtz .. 11l·:;'lanqll. .:"~ 

O·U'tl!:fJ:i;v;;r. .e.i- ,: a~~l. :kno.;Dei,t~~LIR~.c,D.e~~~·: MaDi.ll.e~e ·nof ·.ber c:~: 
" ;,lends' .he~,e. :!re .0~ere::~iB,·~abo.~t·17::,e.rB.·of,a2e, he:r 

:~.;'f~~!'~~n~rl.ln·ll'··ji:' ,nathe ' .• :!fllkota~i~;I~~9,.~2ia';:abOIJ·t;fr::J.~,~~B ",of ~'~ie,Ji, 
. Na-ti ~e~. "fokot'lul: .. b';'Due.;;le:::i;B,,~ea.c1~.:,.:li'e ':hj,;'br~ere~: 

, ':". ~~e .haci;~isc· &I1~~~e~·obii""·'hQ8l:b~.e.: 'is Do't 
, " ·'·:oJlilore,li also~,Buooe:ea.' .. to ·.~beii.·: pa~eltUt ::iano·. ::'~ 
':.:~<:.:; .. ':":';'~~:""~"~":' .:. ":'<" ' .. ~ :~(:~.~ .. '<?~.· .. ··.L.:· · .. ·.~~i:;:· . ", .. ~ .. ~ .... ~: ' .. : .... ':;' ·~:1 

, . ~le.: .. probBbly·.~~~i)t/i2;iea~B. of'. ali~ .·t· ~" .O~ild of ~; 
. " : to': this·~lli.s:1.t~o:l. ~he:~-CA3..J.·:biock. ,1 kn~lI hiJll~' 

".,.,".·..;,L:~ , '~Vii"8 is'his :'on).j.chUd.· ;,lIlu~~:;aa: :not·'plaoed,.~to 8U06'&: 

i~8.0·, that .isbe;,~a81Do: 18lX1. ' . .. ". ';;f(~' 
...... - ... ~. 

,'ij~i:~!ii'j:J;1~~~tr~S~,: ~~ .:~:~lder I18Jl thaD' ~J~ei! .aDd ,1)elongfl to. salle .ba~o •.. ( i~~ 
·'.iil;'''''';i+_:~.:4:A:'''v,,,-.. ,·,··,····,,:·~:ti;;',·iige :~.Re is l·iving.~wi ~b.tii. ·.Ue OD .langenDl- aiver·"..?ac 

·~J;;;xal~j!;.~(:;;'k))OW' ~:t'be):·;b'ave·:;Do,.obildre~:~,.; and' 8re'~DQt' iDany oi our reBe~~ 
•. .' '. '.. ,'. ". ".,..,.1" ,. ",' :f0:~ 

," " , '. ~~~:.')i~;;:}~;; ":. , : :r 

':;~;:" ::.1 ~~&..:~~;"~'~~~t~b-i· ~is :.:8 ·~·om-ali:..ana";Mot~t ~,~8-,~~,~r.e~::~~~J~~~lfq~iti~I!d~::.·tbey .~ 
.. ' beloIig·:to /t'hiii _distri·ox·;;~:.~.theJ .. have:·llo;~ctii:f~reiJ,-;J)~~~lxer: :·9f'i.Jbi,i1l are' ~;;:~ 

·inter'es.ted, :i» :lends·;-cutside. tbe~distrio1.." . ' ..... :. 9 
. • .. '_',. ~ .:. _,.~' '. .: '~. " . - ': .: '_ . J_,:. :-

: ,·.·.Jga:::Ki!):~~g~:Tubai :ie,.a WciJlaIl~.· ,and' Na ·.IQD~.fe. .... ~~.pa·.8w8i·~'i·B . her .. broUer, thE 
.... '. bbtli·· ~~16bg~~·to . this district, ·"both :of ... tiem.:·aie do erh persolls. ,older tbt 

.1.'881:;' tbe':y"h8ve :no:oh:iildren' .:It 'is -doubtful.-:-±! 'la"WoD8 'has ·not-obt.sinec 
a,n:.olcL· age.-pension. tei ther of-these_ hO:.bawe :an, -interest in "lands :her-e, 
nei.ther :;h8V~' :they an)' ohiloren : li7Jing.:' .. '.. -" . . . 

, Binewhi:u .Boardis ,8 feDlale. youDger. theD,myself. sbe is liYin~ litll 8 
nsti'"e' cdled. ~obeJ ,tbey -botb"belong to tbis .distriot. but Binewhill • 2-0 

far ·as ·.LkDOIi; basno:land, though ·berbusband·bas·.interests it! land .in·· 
tbis. distriot.. ihe b~SIlO .ohildren.-· 

Tubi ·A.i~raDgi:-is· a.)Dsle_ obild. aeon.to .1Lyears. of si.!e , fa.t~er dead, ... Dlot.h, 
.1i,v-in~\at'.Faribak8:; ',ber -.psme:.is :.liiIie:Baere. So far as I kDOfi tbe mot.ber 
baS:"'!ioland,:sbe'belonged to the l;l!ati~arll:: district~ . ~ 

'·~'.Lopnni. ~t;;iks Y\airang.i. is ,;. girl, .8bou·1, 7· lears of. 8~e a ohild of force.. , 
( 'y;ho,lives'liith Geor~e Bertraild at:Crerilli, .·aDd. bas 7'otller children) • 

. Toroa'is: inta:r:esi~o ,in', til!akorako," she:'i,,: itl otber . !aDds .,fro!il· ber hUed 
siOe,.,ct:· ~bicil1..kDO\'i. notbing. 

: f,~:,:;:27~.HDe.arti. ~ate~Koburu, and .Oi~"bare. Mate~kobor·u are sisters, the ,latterbei 
.,':::/·.:.f,~,~i:'2; .. 8. tbe'elder: 'e.nd. 1Il8:tried' to . Jbakabibi. Billeara is sOll1ewhat .~Ollnger, 'DOt 
, . ·'r.;.atried~··4'he'Y a~eiliv.ing at .. Raw,~re7· ·tbe-~ a.r~iD :J;e1;uta.Yoa OIl t.lieir~hth.e~ 
... t:·.,(:- l:nter.es~;'.I..undel'i>ta.vd .. U;at, ,t~·~.-~:;.t..i:.'I:·,"i hese ho, liate..,Kohllru, has' ~. 

~~~4~:n:',~:s.~~:~:,,!~,:~~:::_,;,!~t~'?~~Q~~~:;,,-,:_,:~~ ,~',~;;;ji'j;;:,~:,.r: :,.~ 



to.' • '\ 

-= ':-, 

" 
~. " '.' 

. , .. , ... :/. ::' .:. ". . ' . 
. int~res ts .: ill' ~e" Kawau' end\Ke~~kerillge. 'ill,tb is '~is triot~l cell Dot Bay 

. 1(lla-t other lands tDe.i-:,ha-re •. ' 1'08Dllot Bbl' ,hat :,}ae)-ilal'e'in -tbe Bawera 
'Di·striot. I &II Ba.tiafJ~d th8~ ',the D'lileab -\tit! 'Ipplioa~ioll '~or, removal ' 
ol.restriot.ioDIhOv.er.·,SeoUon 409 :Siook ·.XIl' iail'oe 'Oil!itriot 'are' tbe: sallie 
8S these. ,I do, net kno.~.hat ~·l.da th'a, .,., ':have 'out~ide:thiS .d'istr-ict.. 
iney ,Dever '.acle,·8l)1)lic.&t~t»··to ~O6l~ : into ,·-tbis ·liitiIDd,:I'pls.ced tbeir' 

,Ilaaes OD,' it. .it..bout'D~i~;~b~, .. l-boUng apon 1I,.elf -IJs',:the protect, 
mf their illteresta ,i~ 'iili.· aiStdo\';. ' ' ' : , . · 

Iti. bard·'~· we \0 'Bar .bo·"woald OQlle· into nia list as 
·ot.hers.!! olailliog. I.Del. *be', h.miliee· beiD~ 10 Droke'D' ap.' 80me beiD~ at 
Parihaka, ~ 80se . 'at ,KaDgaolli,. 'aDd ·~lBe .. here •. , . 

. Theb .. e of the w:i:te of ·iani;iheuea ~tllle is Piki,laiW8.r8~ ·.'tbf 
bulk of her iateres,ta· .aee oDt.he.J,~~i .~i4e, t.hcuEh sbe has sOlie ,saaJ 
olaias in tDis·Distrl~t • 

.. 
The eboM .as. aig~ed::.bJ ·ta,\'~u1t't.1.Qa,e "her' it . was read Oiet:' aDd 

. e~pleiDed to . hi. ',in '~li"fliaodbllgu:aJle •. iD ihe presenoe:-of, 

Siened. ~hos. J. fiBber 
6sserves 1gent, Ne.-Pl,moDt~, 

25tb 6evt. 1899. 

SobscDle cf laud~ Ref~rreo to it tb~ eviascc€., 

Puketd 

iS~akcrako. 

Sea. 4C~ Blo3k Xli Wairoa 

lau!IlatauiJce 

.... 
'. . ... ,. ·::;:~.~::·:::~·I·. .. ':';. ;;~; ;~' .... 

" '.~:" .'~"~'('~ ht:i~ij.<;;/; :,:,:,·;·;:i~:i1f~.i,;<,;;" 'i' 

4e, aCl'es. 

50 • t 

300 , , 
·1000 , , 

71 • t 

we a. 0 r. 24 

~.D. 405 5 .36 

hrce.cf interest~ ~ot 

ccteineole • 

.' . ~.' : 

. " 
",' . 

p. 
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·-Th!3 Surveyor' GeneraL, 

';faliing-l;.cn. 

Landless ~atives. nlranBi. 29~4~ 

I have +,n al':!k if' any+,hinp, ha.s yet, been' decid"}d abou+, +,}1P. lan<is 

. rnisaicnerrecen+,ly I'!ladp. an inspec"tion of' "this r;olln+,~r F\.nri. :rounci 

t,hai"J mOST, I)f' i't is sui *'able .for ,dai~ying ~d ~ould r~a'i~:!.y be 00-

rjupied. 

. . 
+,ha+J +,h"} J'~a+,i"<fes a-l:. Pu=ane:i bave. qui ":.e sufi'i'oien-l:. In.nd. a+, prp.sent. 

. +,0 ke8!J +,hen ()cl}u11:led A-T1d sUPl)nrt , +,hern. 

'oil .-

, 

( ..... \ 
\ 

d---0,-(/"""/"-:"" ..... _ 1. ~._.,. ,_",_, 

I fort Gommiss'ioner of Grown Lands 



\~ . 

~ . 

I 
I. r: r • 

........... 

.;.' ~ha surveyor lfflneral, 

1Qell1!lS+..f\ri. 
,~. 

"~: \. 
. :' t. 

-'ff! " 

-,' . 

-.. :", 

". 

J~rdleBs Na"t.ives, Purang1. 29!34~ • 

'Rqf'erring. 'to. +.Jrl.s rna+.+..er and roy l'temnrn.1'1duI'I 0:1:; 

i:.he .::5rd. J..iA3.'ch last" I would like t.o know if' the Ip..nds wi i:.h:-;h!'lld 

'f':t'('.~ sal~ ~. h.e daal'+J wi'th, as r am ·a.rranging +", pa't snr-t~ 4, ~OO . 

acres of' f'f':r.:f'a.i+..ed .lands on t.he nppns:tt..e side of' +Jl~ Wa:f.+.n.1.'a -q;'.ver 
~~ 

in':.n -/:'hq J1u=t..'T:'k~+J anrl.i:.hese lands would make upa gnr:-r1. blt"1Jk f'("I1.' sal~. 
A 

/. 

,I 

\ 
\. 

\ 
\ 

...... :. 
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. .p. 

.,::', 
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.J" 

kvv~ "AIwt,:lrw YM.l¥~ 

~~motmt61tnt 30?3/ '6 g~ 
-l/kw/p'~~4w'lt«~' 

i?J~/S£nLft1ui~ 
~J;:;;;~~ . 

c/ ~2nd. .Jti' Y' 1 qn." 

--------------:-------------

t,(, be c0"'sid.-:;red landless and hAV-"! la.nd se+, aside "!"o:t' "',hem R, .... 

• M .. ·._ ..... ·..; .. ·.,·.:n· 

la.ndless, as wi.rAlTIll Vauika had land 11ims~1f' • 
. , ........ ;"': ... ' .. ,.~'..j ," " 

.- ..... ~ ...... 

• ,\'1',. 

.' . . . ~. -:. ...... ,.-

.. :- ......... : 

.~.,:.. .•. ' ." 

myself' as· Hrte ('\s t,he ll:;+;h. 1ns+·a.,.,+. +,ha+, Se:' f'a-~ as I onuld S913:,' 

hj s f'al'Jl J y' s claim cC"uJ.d n~+, he en+,9r+.a.i"'EH'l. ~ee yf\L1r r'3ccrcis 

. Percy 29!'l4!3/33... . -h.- -.... noy. hi ~!f:f-.I\ Sndt. 's possession • 
'l'hi s a.ll hAl'l.rl'3 0)'1 +.1iq q1J.~s+.jJ'''' "of' JaJ:1n.19SS 

na+,ives H.'+. PurA.ngj rp.:t'8rrad . .... f' i.!"I m~l melT!(,. o!' +,'1-7 ~r~i. fljarnh 

and 9+,h. MA,Y 1 as+. ( ':;.11-. 29!'j4;>i). JI'!r.T.m'.Fisher and Mr. Pe7'CY 

acres w(\uld be ;:1101)1 A, wh:l.ch wnuld leR,vl') t,h9 ha,1A.Tlce f'nr se+'+.l~-

meni'" maki rip,- a1 'f:.nget.b.er. a sma.] 1 'hlf"ok r.'f' a'h " 11+' 5, !';OO flores 
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. T.,a,T1dless JoTat..iv~s~ Pura;'w:i.· U:i9~4~;& .' 
--~------------------ l nO'r~T'"' , . . ": 

Ref'erring +.0 "Or"evir:us co~es"Oondenc~ en 

·t-.h1~s subjec+,- I have tc s+;a+;p. t,te;+, a1 +;hr.-ugh I:f~el . suretha,+, . so':far •. 

as really landless !'1a,+.iv~s :U-8' Cc,Tlc13rt"1Ad whr- cl')uld T.'l3asl')t1n.hlya.sk 
" 

+"0 have ·;land allt't.+.ed +.n +,hern aT. PtlraT1!Zi. 1200 acr"3s would ''be anrple, 

and 1~n-. Fisher .c'ncurs in. this: s+,111 1." +,Ii.e :race of' al1eged d'3f'1cia"c~ 

. in blooks awarElad in .Tarl3.'!'1ak:J, t,ha+. is i." c::3.ses where "tire tiro"," 

has SQld the· land, I donoi-. +,hinl~ .1 t advi sab":9 +·0 dn anY+,h1. 'ng f'urt.her 
.. ::: . ,:.... "' 
. j'Us.+, n(\w +,han. offer land ·abrUt. Which t,!1er~ can' h':'l. nn quesi-.ien, near 

" .... -..... . 

Purangi, and wh~ ch bas 'never r.ep.l'I el'l.~ma.r.]red f'or~Jie l'Ia+;1ves..-t~ ~ 

.~ f 

. ; 

".-' j: 

. ~:;. ' ... , ...... ,,: .~.~,;.:t 
..... : ... : .• ·.;· .• r, _~ 

" .. 
. ::.~:!..~ ... ~!o.. " .. ".; 
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of' Crown Lands, 

Landless Natives-Purangi :-

I~ reply to y~ur 3023 of' the 8th inst., I enolose f'or 

your i·nf'ormation a copy of the original sohedule ;furnished by' 

Mr: Pero'y Smith showing tha.t 19 Natives are entitled to seotions .. 

l~rl:th - e shar'es ~s..gvt~ed_9Y tJJ:¥~~a~v.,:."J.a3l:.. .. .. 
-~ ~. ... ....... ,.,11*,.....,..~ 

. rtJland given 1n e attaohedlist .. s~g~ed bY."the'Registrar~ 

of' the Na·tive Land Court showing.the relative-interests of"the 

seve ral Natives in ·the Blooks mentioned therein.' I .also re-' 

turn you a oopy of' Mr Peroy Smith's memo'of' the' 6th Feb.,1907. 

I 'would like steps' taken at onoe, to subdivide the area wh.ioh' 

you, say has been kept baok?, namely :- seotion 33 Blook .II 

Ngatimaru, together with, 2, 000 a,ores adjoining on the North 

which apparently'has been withdrawn f'rom settlement~ If' this . . 

land is still available it should.be surveyed for the Landless 
',' 

Natives referred to in you~ memo, on the basis submitted by 

Mr Peroy Smith, na'lllely :- 50 aores for each adult inolusive of 

what each person:already holds, so that if' a Native holds 25 or 

30 acres in any p~ace, he or she will only get 25 or 20 aores 

of the area to be subdivided. I do,not think that the best. way 

will be to deal with it under section 235 of' the Land Act, but 

trJB. t the better way will be to draft a speoial Bill, and in the 

schedule thereto mention the names of 'the owners and the shares 

~ 
. }J to waloh they are entit.led. Plea.se, theref'ore, put the survey 

...... ".,jtL .... · \ in hand, and, then. sub~ t a draft Bil1. and SChedules -showing the 
, \ n~s of the Native owners, and the areas to whioh they". are. en- -

''\,\,t- ..... !} t:itled~ and I will endea.vour t Par t 
trY z;:~e Doming Session. 

" . ~~~ 
::.': 'I 

. ':~~~:;:'~:" ':' ';,$:,', .~j&,:~\J.~~~ >~ '~~~'t;i;~,: .:·~.:~~~I~':: 
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r...mDLEES NATIVEE AT PUE:A.NGI. 
---------------------------

Memo~'ej;'lduni of' in"t.$:liVi$w" and consul:ta tf.on heLl B t 

Suxvey O:f~:'ic:e" !'Jel': PI:y::n.outh", Tuesd.av 19-:'11 ~"~"''''''c'''' ~ 007' 
• t.r. .... -~ _.L. .... " . . , 

betl'~een TurtarJ.L1.ku; T''t'mero''l'" ..:i,-ipi>,,-i, IjJ. 
'-'= .... "" ... "... ...~"'-' .l!.um.e,. rep:l:'?s'entir~ t:-.e 

larldless natives' ot' Pura!lgi~ and B .. Percj" S:n.i"t.:.'1. EQ'q., ruld 

- Iir. Simpson, (;om:m.s':liouer 

of' Ul"OWl:l LL!.l:lds :;'$inO" ab<":!t"ln+J :r~J:'o""" ';"Tel" PI~ ....,o·u ... · 
"'b - - oW. .L',. j= .In .. 

------------.----------------------------------------------

19/2/07' end t:.'!.en "reut 011" to sa:)' that he th,0ught the ;-:a;ne 

ple..ll shuuld 1:Je adopted" in tliis cuse as had bee:u.. c~:,r:l..~ied" oat 

nE:. ti ves' claiIilS ,i. e. to merge t:':1.e iudi vidul?~l crlailIl..3 into 

f'ami1:, groupG. 

ca:::~o:a',,! of It:nd cal tiva-t~on. i-Ja.:n;; 01' -t~'le c le.i;:n:: i1' in-

pe..,:;:·t,,::, al..O:Llg:-t.!..lF.l ','h',i -:'['-:.1;'8, Ei-1("9J:', Trhn:i:'e -[l..':;: i.Z' g..r·ollpr;d" wi t:l 
, I 

Tl.le nnme;;; of' tl1..e nc::;~ivcs, r:i1..\,;, iJJ: -!j::fo') opini::>:u 

:for Lc"nd,s 3023/20 - i'r.ere t~e:u. read ,put ~J:'." E:r'. B..u t;.1.., ::"!ld 

T-u.:k:c.uku tiud Ripilli as!3igned each' to a groap, t..:::'9 nilleteeu 

1ll:'.m'9!3 beiHg divided ill.to 13"even groups or f'e..mi l.ies A - G-

,,~-
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Ngp.-huia. 'U':i:ra . .:._. __ 

~ .. .~, ... ', ...... 

2 11e..m.es 

, 
2 :!l.?..mes 

Ta~li .Ao:r'angi .. 

~.: Jj I.d 

~£). 0 . '-0 

so . :0;" 0 

/00, '0', '(J 

50· .... 0 .... 0 

517-;--'-O-;---' '" 

/00 0':0 

" G: " G!.'oap - 1 nr-?.LJ:e 
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above .. 

'''~here~ 'tho '''irLl£'.11 C OTIll!l.u:ui -:';y T~oa1d ,1 i ve • E9:r'e 't!1.e;.' T~ould 

and c o:;nPal1.;;' .' 
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KO 'rE KAHITI 0 NTU TIRENI. 

PANUITAN.GA ROOTI WHENUA MAORI. 

HE KAI-WHAKAHAERE I ROTO I TE KOOTI WHENTJA MAORI KUA WHAKAWHIWHIA KI TM 

RAIHANA. 

I BOTO I TE KOOTI WHENUA. MAOBI 0 Nru TmENI. 

H E panuitanga tenei kia mohioti .. ai ku .. wh .. kaputain .... tu be r .. ihan .. ki te tang~ta e m .. u nei 0 tona lUgO" i raro 
.iho nei, wh .. k .. man .. i .. I .. ki .. tu hei kal·wh .. kah .. ere i roto I te Kootl Whenua M .. Oll mo te t .. u k .. mutu nei a 

te 81 a nga ra 0 Tihem .. , 1909, i r .. ro i nga tikang .. 0 tekion& 20 0 .. Te TUre Kooti Whenua M&ori, 1894 .. : 
Ko te ingo .. tenei 0 te t .. ngata :-

PEKnIU TE RuA.. 

I tuhia ki Poneke, i tenei to 2 0 nga ra 0 Hone. 1909. 

HE KAr-WBAKAHAERE ROTO I T.E KOOTI W BENUA MA:ORI 

RAIHANA. 

I BOTO I 'TE KOOTI WHENUA, MAOBI 0 NIU TmENI. 
'; .. ' 

.Na TE WARAHI, K .. i·rehita. 

KUA WHAKAWHIWHIA KI TE 

H E panuitanga tenei kia mohiotl .. ai kua·whak .. putaina .. tu· he raihaoa ki te tango.a e mau .nei· 'tooa ingoa i raro 
iho nel. whakam .. na i .. ie. ki .. tu hei ke.l·whakahaere i roto i te Kooti· Whenua M,.ori 010 te tau ko mutu nei .. te 

81 0 nge. re. 0 Tihemo, 1909, i re.ro i nge. tikange. b tekion .. 20 0 "Te Ture 'Roo\i Whenua 'lIM,i; 1894": , 
Ko te Ingoe. tenel o. te tangata: ..... .' 

HENARjjl KAIHAU. . .. .. .. 
'';'' 

I tuhia kl Poneke, i tenei te 81 0 !,ge, .ra 0 Mel, 1909. . ~a .Tlll .. ~ARAm, Kai·rehita. 

Panuitanga i nga Whenua e whai paanga ana etahi MjWTi. 
,; raro ,; "Te T""e 100 nga Maori WhenllG KOTe 0 Nga-.i 
tilllaru, 1907." __. I 

Tari mo ng .. Whenu .. , I 
. . Poneke, 22 0 Mei,. 1909. 'Panuitanga i nga II"henua e whai paanga ana etahi Maori . I TE MEA ku .. te.e m .. i te ripoe.te. e. te Rooti' Wbenu.. i raro i .. T. 7'ure mo nga Mao.;' Whenua Kore 0 Pu. 

oMaori i re.ro I tekione. 4 0 "Te Ture mq nga lIlaori ."" rangi. 190?~' 
Whenue. Rore' 0 'Ngatimaru;-1907," .. ! te mea. ku .. kite te 
Ea.wana i taua ripoat .. , tenei k .. p .. nuiti .. , i runge. I ng .. 
tikanga 0 tekiona 5 (1) 0 taua Ture, ko ng .. ek .. wheou .. e 
whe.ke.aturi .. nel e te Kupu Apiti ki tenel e. e tu haog .. nei i 
reir .. k! te ingo .. 0 ia Maori 0 te lwi 0 Nge.timarll e m .. u nei 
i roto i t .. u .. Kupu Apiti, koi .. ter .. te whenu .. e tik .... na .. i .. 
o aU .. Maori ki .. whiwhi i raro i Dga tikanga 0 tau .. Tore. 

Tari mo oge. Whenoa, 
, Poneke, 22 0 Mei, 1907. 

I TE MEA kue. tae mai te ripoat .... te Eooti WheDua 
!\Iaori i raro i tekiona 4 o· .. Te Ture mo ng .. Maori 

WhenuaKoreo Putangi, 1907," .. i te mes. kua kite teKawan .. 
I taoa ripoata, tenei k.. paDuitia, i runga i Dga tike.nga 0 
tekioo .. 5. (1) 0 tau .. Ture, ko nga ek .. whenua e whaka"mria 
nei e te Rupu Apiti ki teDel .. e to hanga Dei i reira ki te 
ingo .. a ia Maori 0 Ie Iwi 0 Puraogi e mau nei I roto i taua 
Kupu Apiti. koia tera te wheona e tlka an .. a ia 0 aUa Maori 
kia whiwhi i r .. ro i nga tike.nga 0 tau .. Ture. 

J. G. WARD, 
l'lfioit .. mo Dga Whenul\. 

KUPU APITI. 

Te IngQB. 0 te Ma.ori. 

, Te Kapua Rangataua 
1-- Kikirua Ho .. ni 
.J, Tohe T .. ua 
4 Te Ut .. M .. te 
j- Taur .. Patuone 
& ·Te T .. oh! te RaDgiwhatum .. ta 
7 Nsaki Piripi .. 

3 Te Ratahi Tuk .. u •• 
. 0 Pohepohe Tllkau .. 
iI Tutehourangi - .. 

.... 'fl Torah .. e Wi te.Kowahiti -
I" Wiremu te Korohiti' . 
I; Pare T .. iah .. 
I <tT .. i .. h .. Me.uihera HiDeh .. pu .. 
1(- Ngataieru .. 'Eere .. 
,-(, Tunganekore Hineh.apue, 
! J Te Hue Riwai .... , ....... c· ... 
, ; Tunga te Hore- ..... ' . 
I ~ Wiki Topie:.· ~ _.' 
10 Euramalanga Turia.· 
... t Kopuor .. Turi.. . 
1 l- Hora Haere 
."J Hine Mokai 
..,-IT .. makehu IDko 
vtPut .. te Ik .. 
• ( Te Puat ... 
1-) P .. k! te Ik .. 
...,yT .. p .. pa Hat .. raka 

"'~~"'~ 

'1 Ta rahl 0 te Whenua e wha.i~ 
po.&nga 8.D& io.. 

MinHa mo Dg .. Whenue.. 
I 

J. G. WARD, 

A. R. P. 
·-'5000 

50 0 0 
50 0 0 
50.0 0 
50 o· a 
50 0 a 

I 

I 
I 

KUPU APITI. 

Te lngoe. 0 te Maori. 

50 o· a 'TutaDuku Tllme 
.'50 a a Kapoh .. nga Wehikore 
50 a 0 ,Re.ngiheue .. Tume .. 

:: 1 

:': I' 
50 ·0 a . MananDi a·Paih .. u Tume 
48 .0 26'7 - 'Ngakoir .. Ripine 
50 a a . Ripioe Tume 
50 0.0 'Te Im.Haehae . 
50 a a , ' N gaoDe te M .. mher ... 
50 a a t •• Tuk .. tahi Ngaone .. '._ 
50 0 a ·W .. ikowai Mototahi 
50 a a 1 Uira Wehikore .. 
50 0 o· ,1.Ngahoi .. Uira .. 
50 0 0.. I INgawiDi Hoaoi •. 
50 0 O· if'HineWhiU Hoani •• 
50 0 0 I <Ng'!'lll0anga T,!hai .: 
~5. a 0 I HalmoD .. P.pa .... we.1 
25 .. 0'0 ! Motutahi Pare .• 
25 0 a I Tnh! Aorangi .• 
25'0 a I I Toros. te Ika W .. iraof(! 
25. a a 

25 a a 25. 0 a I 
, 

\.II!l'.~S.O·'l.(,.·l 
~)}'-'S 

,-,('>: ,....~. ,'" 
(/ .':: 

i I J 
, .~ . L ! t·I~. 

'1 To rabi 0 to Whenua e wba.i-
pao.nga BDa. ia., 

A. B. P. 
37 2 0 
50 O· a 
50 0 0 
50 0 a 
50 0 a 
37. 2 a 
114 080 
50"0 a 
50 0 a 
50 a 0 
$9 0 8 
5.0' 00 
50 a 0 
50' 0 a 
50 0 a 
50 0 a 
50 a a 
5Q a a 

Nil. 

. .. ~ 
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NEW ZEALAND. 

. B'lenhe im.t, 

The Oommissioner of Orown Lands, 

New Plymouth. 

Ngatimaru and purangi Landless Natives. 
-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 

I enclcse herewith' 'letter received from TUtanUku ~e 

of purangi, the principal man connected with the above questio'n 

and the one through whom ",he negotiations haye been condU!Cted~ 

I was afraid the question now raised by ~u"tanulku w·auld 

confront us when wes~arted "to cut up the lana, and to 1llB.1te matteTs 
. . _~{1 .. ·"", I>"':.~~ .. r· ~J(.\.~ t.-cA., i"}:.-.t ·;'~·("l."" A!.-c.. . 

worse, the late Oommissioner, ~~-.. ...... " ·'W'ou.'!l.:d :ntCiI; 

. ~/,;,/lMR~~'. 
allot section 33(I believe1 to Tutanuku. Tutanuku bad ·a~Te~dy maue 

impr~vements on th1'~ land and he had for' thi s an-d. ot'her rea·son·s t'be 

predominant claim over this section. It' seems to me that "tne ·on1.y ·thi". 

to be done is for Tutanuku to move the Native Land Oourt, lmt I doubt 

even if they could mend matters very much, as certain se'eti un-s 'ha'Ve be 

set aside by Act of Parliament for the Land'less l1at"ivesof' Pur-angi, 

and others for the Landless Uatives of 1Tgatimaru, a:nd tlleir -name'S 

recited 1n each case. possib'ly an Order in Coune1'l might get oyer 

the ~ifficulty by setting out, " 1t'hereas,etc.,ete •• the 'name~s '01' 'certa 

Nati ves have been included (or excluded) in error 'a's ce'ne!i'e:ia:rie:a 

in Sections ..................... Ng~timaru {or 'Upper \Vai t'ara :) ·e·te ... " 

I regret the final washing up of t~iS long 'drawn out :ca 

of Tutanukuts was not completed before my transfer f~om New Plymouth/ 

however Mr. Bannister is conversant with the facts, and witll his u'sQa'l 

Thoroughness and apility will no doubt fix u~ matters to the 

satisfaction of the Natives. 

Commdssioner of Crown Lands 

,~, 
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G.T. 
Vol. 

1'6-256 
" 257 
It. 258 
\I 259 
II 260 
II 261 
.. 262 
.. 263 
.. 264 
.. 265 

.. 266 
" 267 
n 268 
11 269 
II '270 

.. 27 1 
11 272 
" 273 

• \..i II 274 
'\: _ .. 11 275' ... "-. , . 

\, 
'\ .... ,.' 

" 276 
II 277' 
" 278 
II 279 
... 280 
.. 281 
" ~82 
II 283 

76-284 
,I 285 

286 
287 
288 
289 
290 
291 
292 
293 
294 

.. - --.295 
.. 296 

II 297 
" 298 
II 299 
II 300 
" 301 

.·B'~ 
U.Ts. issued under Warrant on 12/7/13. -

Section 

020"" 
c.- 21 '" 
c 22" 
£ 23'­
~ 24 .. 
?25~' 
'--'" 26"'" 

A tlVC 

A '~ 
1, ~, 

D 37 
D 38 
t:> ,39.)< 
D .. 40 

() 43"" 
P 44-" 
£; 47'" 
o 48 ... 

A 46'r. 
A 47v: 
c 5~ 
c: 6,.,.. 
C- 7'; 
c 19.>< 
.£ 28.> 
£. 29'" 
.V 30 v' 

c:.. 5°"" B 41'" 
c 42"" 
=- 45"'" 
B 49"-
C 46 .. ' 

:B 33· 
:::3 34.' - '35 ,\ '--
,r:- 51v' 
IS 59.,x 
F 52.' 
F 53 " 
F 54-' 
·F 55" 

(3 56 ... 
B 5~," 
8; 5 v-

The residue 

.. 
II 

" 

of 

Bloc,k 

XIV 

.. .. .. 
" .. 

II .. 
n 

XIV .. 
" 
" .. 

.. .. 
" 

II ... I, 
XIV 

" 
" 
II 

" 
II 

" 

Survey; 
Dis tr i ct. 

l!!!!!!. 

Upper Wai tara , Te Kapua' Hangata.tuY 
'I II 1-K1kirua Hoani 
" .. 3 Tohe TaUa 
" 1\ l../ Te Uta Ma te . 
.. ".' !."l'aura -Patuonef.(~f,e..JO' 
.. "tt}I)'f'\~"'''''f.Cl.r..Te Tauhi te Rangiwhatumr 
"" ·Ngaki Piri pi .' 

Ngatimaru . Te Ratah1 Tukau. f.~" 
" ~{tu."'(lj;'l0t. ~onepohe Tukau' f~ "",.~~ 
" > l'.utehourangi ~.( 

Upper tiai tara Turahae W1 ,te KOVlhai ti n.. Wiremu te lior,ohi ti 
n.. Pare Tai.aba 
II" Ta1aha Mau1hera Hi ne Hal 
"" Ngata1erua Kare and 

(title uplifted) successors ,. 
upper ~aitara Tunganekore ainehapua 
"n Te Hue RiVlai . 
II.. Tunga te HoreA~ 
.. II W1k1 'ropia . 

Ngatimaru Kurama.iaanga Turie 
II Kupuora Turia 

Upper iVai tara Hora Haere ~. 
" II Hine .Moksi . ....?',~ 
" " Tamakehu Hiko.,lJ1'.d.t~";.<~. 
" " .Puts te Ika"'llt, 
" 11 Te' Pusta 
II 1\ Paki te Ika,c. 
n 11 Tapapa Hataraka 

PUHANGI LANDLESS N.GTlVES. 

'-
XIV Upper Wai tara· .. Tutanulru Tume ~\.'~~ 1'.b r)plJ 

" " II Kapohanga 'Ue,hikore 
" " II Rangiheuea Tume ~ ... 

" II Mananui a Paihau Tume .J,;' 
II II Ifgakuira Ripine 
II II- J:<i·pine Tume 1).L!l.~ G d ~,Li.~Lv. " ... • v 

" ,(.<1'';; Te Ika Ha e ha e 1It. «t. , .'.;..,"" ... of,:"",; 
II' /' Ngaone te Manihera '",;. 
" Tukatahi }lgaone 
" Waikowai Motutahl 

Uira Wehikore 
Ngahuia Uira 
Ngawini Hoani 

n HineWhiu Hoani' { ..... 
" Nga Moanga Tuhai 
" . Halmoana Pa pa-awai 

n " Motutahi Pare ~"'O.-
" " Tuhi 'Aorangi , 

[C6 
areaf:! set as"ide is contained in{ 

- no title issued .. " " If \I .. II " 11 11 11 \I .. 
11 .. " " II 

... 'r 



'1 AU. oaMU",HIOATIOH. TO •• ADDII ••• IlD 
TO THE ftIlQIU.AK_ 

IvIEMORANDUM for 

/ 

,/ 

OFFICE OF THE AOTEA DISTRICT 
NATIVE LAND COURT, 

AND 

MAORI LAND BOARD, 

Wanganui, ........ 2.~~ ..... A~@.~.~.I. .. : ... }J,2.§ ........... , 193 
-.... -~-.......... -

The Chief Surveyor, 
NEW PLYl.10UTH. 

" ' .. .. 
-j-.. __ .. __ .. -------... 

i i~ 2. . '. .;. 
~ ...... --~----. 

Ngatimaru Landless Natives Act 1907 

This Act was passed for the purpose of 
providing certain landless Natives with Crown land. The 
first schedule to the Act gives the names of the Natives 
and the second schedule the Crown land out of which provisiol 
was to l)e made for them. 

The enquiry and ~eport stipulated by the 
Act was duly made by the Court'and a list of the names of 
the Natives with the area to which each was entitled was 
published in the Kahiti of the 4th June 1909 No.56 p.354. 

Under the provisions of Subsection 2 
of Section 5 of the Act the Commissioner of Crown Lands 
for the Taranaki Land District was thereupon to select from 
the Crown land set aside the allotment~ to be received by 
each of the Natives in the list and was to cause the allotme~ 
to be -duly' surveye-a.-;-·"- - ._- . 

It is further provided by Section 6 that 
the Governor might issue a warrant for the issue of a Land 
Transfer Certificate to each Native. I understand that the 
selection was made and the allotment for each Native set 
aside. 

I shall be obliged, therefore, if you will 
me --' 

(1 ) If each section so set aside and granted has been 
surveyed. - ~.: ._ f-';~1 :'._ ; .. --:-t-jt,.;. . /;' /:.:', 

(2) If Land Transfer titles have issued for each 
section. ~ :', ;_. , .,. i..M·C~..... ,. '" .. :.- _ 

In i915 the Court sitting at New Plymouth 
purported under Section 55 of the Native Land Amendment Act 
1913 to treat the whole area as one and partitioned it into 
five divisions. I am doubtful, however, if it had 
jurisdiction to do this. 'rhe Section applies to adjoining 
Blocks ovmed "wholly or par.tly by the same owners". There 

~ is no proof' that the sections were at the time o-wned "wholly 
J4P,./{V: f«~ ·\,.{~:'(fu~i"t(, or partly by the same owners" and looking at their origin 
~A. t',I"~ it is more than likely that they were not. 
~.1 e c. ,..... /,.~: tl""'''-..t>? ~'h:,-, ' 

f-"'!: .' . '"' .. ;L_:, .' - I notice in. a schedule attached to our file 
~1'~-"7.6-~eb~ of the Ngatimaru Block there is a list of nares headed --

'. .' ~.".. _·iL ... ~. "Part Section 5 Purangi Natives"·. 
w:--~ j?Y ./"'W';',aUJ Perhaps you could tell me what this refers to. The land 

/)~ ~ /--_ .I.#t-~v" ~~ does not appear to be included in the sohedule to the 
:~" ,(.a.-J .... )?, Ngatimaru Landless Natives Act 1907. 

,,,(/WI"'<:/,/' .(~t"~·. ,/.)1,. .,,-7 
Jits~"t£ ,~l !...~ t1 Ii! 

. .," .. .I.:~.~'t.',..:i' - {;/ . "tv'\,. ..."" ,,,f';-.,:"":d ~>%"f' 
/I l,f.U''''' . ,tV--': ./ 't . . 'r'-'·....--'' ~ /4/-v !V'yvp, .. -

l'~r' '%fy~ i -r· /J~ :-' f ., .l-/~l:;fcC;;>(- ." ~'.. . ~ ~ 
~.A .. ' ...." \ Judge. 
( 'i_:l'~ l j' ;' ,. 1'- __ ../"--lJ .II ~ '. 

\ 

I 
\. 

\ 
I 
'j 

. I 
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;.. ".;:&'\ ;/527, .?O/43. 

NEW PLYMPUTH 

HEAD OFFICE 
.u"..... 25 January 1971 

.~... ~ .. ' 

7/868 " 

2 June 1971 

B20,ti~ 

Sections 11, 27, ;1 and ;6, Block XIV, Waitara Survey District and 
Section ;0, Block II, Ngatimaru Survey District 

I would be pleased if you could advise what progress has 
'been made wi tb the declaration of the above land to' De Crown land· " 
subject to tbe Land Act 1948. 

I would point out that approval was given in 19-70 to the 
preferential allotment ot Section 11 to the M.B.G. Jensen Family Trust 
but as this land is still subject to tbe Ngatimaru Landless Natives Act 
disposal cannot be completed until tbe area is declared Crown land. 
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SUBJECT: 

1321 
DEPARTMENT·OF LANDS AND SURVEY 

7/868 YOUR FILE: 20/43 

HEAD OFFICE Date: . 29 June 1970 

To CCL, NS':J PLY1COUTH 
Ref.: Ours/Yours of 

SECTION'S 1j, 
DISTRICT A~\fi) 

27, 31 .A1~ 36,. ELOCK XIV~ UPPE~ 
S!:CTIt!1r 50, fiOCK II, ::1GATIrw"RU 

l,'iAITARA SURVEY 
SURVEY DIST?ICT 

p ~.-

./ .. h /. /1'; . 

I refer to my memoranda of 9 &pril and 
I would appreciate your advice as to when I 
report. 

25 May 1970 and 
may expect your 
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I ". OUR FILE:- .. 7/268 : 20/43 
I 
i 

From May 1970 

To CCL, . - 'NEW' PLYMOUTH 

Ref.;. Ours/Y ours of 

SEQ'l'IONS '1'1" 2'7, 3'1 AND 36, BLOCK XIV, UPPER WAITARA SURVEY 
SU~ECT: DISTRICT AND SECTION 50, BLOCK II, NGATlMARU SURVEY DISTRICT 

I refer to your memorandum dated 20 November 1969. 

The Secretary for Maori and Island Affairs was asked to 
arrange for a proclamation to issue reducing the area of land 
covered by the Purangi and Ngatimaru Landless Natives Act and 
to declare the lands released to be Crown land subject to the -
Land Act 1948. 

The Maori and Island Affairs Department have asked· the 
following questions: 

1 • Is there any formula for advertising, the intention to 
remove the lands from the restrictions of the Acts? 

- 3 • 

Why has this matter b~en dormant for so long? 

What is the value of the land involved? 

It is clear from the Act that there is no necessity to 
advertise this intention particularly in view of the-information 
that I have discovered on my Head Office file embodied in a letter 
frpm the Chief Surveyor, New Plymouth to the Judge of the Native 
Land Court dated 17 August 19,8 which set out the list of the 

.Certificate of Titles issued under a warrant on 12 July 1913. 
This is on your file 20/43. 

/~ ;~. I would imagi~e t~at no action has been taken to uplift the 
,/f/~ restrictions on these ~ands because of the fact that no person 
I / ~ has applied for the lands previously. However, your comments on 
~ this point would be appreciated. . = -----------------=-==--------- . 

In any event could you please arrange for values of the lands 
~concerned to be obtained in order that I may fully reply to the 
r~secreta'I9 for Maori and· Island Affairs. 

/r
' A~ 
~Ou 

( I 0. ~irector 

qY</f' 
~/ L./.: , 

) 

\ 
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1,,1 ---20/43 

" Dept. ·of Lands & Survey, 
NEW PLYMOUTH . 

10tli'August ~ 19'70 

SECTIONS 11, 27, 31 and 36, BLOCK X1V, UPPER WAITARA 
SURVEY DISTRICT, AND SECTION 50, BLOCK 11, NGATIMARU S.D. 

:.' ·Your memorandum dated 7th July, 1970, .date 'of inspection 3rd 
"August, 1970.···"·,·: 

.. :.: :., ~ .. ".: .:' .c.>. 

SIDTION 11 : 
'(Ar~a~127 ac~e~)o 

DESCRIPTION : 
Situated 25 chains from 'the end of the metal Matau North 

~~.ro.ad~j:l.pproximately 36 miles N.E. of Stratford, :with a clay continuation 
of the same road along the eastern boundary. There are 4 acres flat, 
18 acres' easy, and the balance of 105 acres is steep, with the whole area 
consisting of a peninsular surrounded by the Waitara river. Cover is as 
follows 

4 acres flat in fair-poor pasture;-'- "Ka. .... J..· 
.... 124 acres"moderate bush - tawa, ta'NRS;r;Q', rewa-rewa, pongas, 

with some small patche.s of bare papao 
Soils consist of 2'1-6" light brown silt loam, over 6" - 12" 

yellowish silt loam on mudstone, and sandstone. Low to medium fertility. 

The four 'acres flat are grazed along with adjacent road reserve, 
by the Jensen Trusto 

VALUATION 

V.I. Nil 
U.V. 4 acres at $10 acre $ 5..0 

18 acr'es at $6 acre 108 
105 acres at $2 acre 210 

say $ 360 

C. V. $ 360 

This is below the figure ~greed upon for the purchase price, 
but there has been a downward trend in the demand for isolated areas of 
land in Taranaki. 

SECTIONS 27, 31 and 36 (area 208 acres) 

DESCRIPTION : 
Situated half a mile due south of section 11, and a qu~rter of 

a mile west of the Matau North road. All three sections are steep to very 
steep, covered in native bush, and have no formed access to them. Soils 
are similar to Section 11, but a:re much thinner, due to the steep contour. 
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Altogether an unattractive ·piece.of land of no use\to anybody 
a farmable ,propos:L:ti<?~i:.~~n~::~r.om ,a conservation point of '.view would 
best left in its present state.' , 

,':,:' 

VALUA.TION : I·i~/ 
. , 

V.I. 
U.V. 

Nil ,1/ .... / 
208 acres at $1 acre 

Capital Value , ; 

$ 208 

$ 208 

<;:,~'~\, . , '" .', ! 
<,~",;~ SEC;~ON 50, BLOCK 11 .~:,~~r,:,.>:-,<~",,~\~,~~ 'J l> 

"', Si tuated approximately ,1 mile north of the Junction road Ngatoto 
':"/ , rci'~d' corner Purang'i" /and 28 mi:)J~s north east of Stratford. Rising steeply 
.;'."'" from the north barik~of the Wa±'#ara river, the section has' no' formed access 
.'~'>\, to.:>,i.t. Contour is' all steep;:l apart from'ridge tops, lying to the south, 
': . .,. .. :, and ::~he whole, area is completely' bush cov~red.··'·:Another unattractive piece 

of "land, 'with slightly better a~.cess'and'-contour than sections 27,31 and 36, 

.o:;, ... ".~;~. 
. ~~.' 

.,. . .J.~~;4.~ 

~.j' 
.1 :.~., 

... 'i ...• ~ 

.• ~ ...................... ..: ..... ~ 

abo:~,~. 

; .... ~ .. :~; 
VALUATION 

.,' . " ~" 

".~' .... ~ 

.. ;'~'" 

" .... 

.,~--

Nil V.I. 
U.V • 29 acres at $1 0 20 acre , $34 

Capital Value 

..................... , ... _ ... ..: ..... 

$34 

i1~ J.C.ALLEN 
"eld Officer 
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SUBJECT: 

DEPARTMENT OF LANDS AND SURVEY 

. OUR FI.LE: . .. 7/868 S & SURVEY (IYOUR ~ILE: 20/43 

Froin. HEAD OFFICE ESl1J1G 19zf'ate: 4 August 1971 

To CCL, NEW PLY~~N!H-EW-· PL ,(l"luUTH 

Ref.: Ours/Yours of 

SECTIONS 11, 27, 31 AND 36, BLOCK XIV, WAITARA SURVEY DISTRICT AND 
. SECTION 50, BLOCK II, NGATlMARU SURVEY DISTRICT 

I refer to your memorandum of 30 July 1971 and wish to 
advise that I have recommended to the Minister that he sign 
the Proclamation in his capacity as Minister of Maori and 
Island Affairs so that the above land will become Crown land 
subjec~ to the Land Act 1948 and will be available for 
disposal accordingly. 

I will contact you further when the Proclamation has been 
signed. 



.... 1625 
. ;;:: 

. While inv~s.tigations .were-.being:· ma(J;E(i.i¥~o .. the'. status.· of ·land 
under. .. tile. Ngatima~u;.· and·. Pur:angL L~ndless. Nat:Lv~~~~~ctSOf 1907. < ~ile 20/43), 
it· wa~ ... d~sclosed ' .. that: Section:; 11, Block XIV',. UpP'~.r· Wa~tara. Survey: . 
Distric1:~ is being: disposed. of to M:·B.G .• Jense~··,f.limily. Trust 'and that 
E.T. Ngeru' of' Matau':t: R •. D~ 25~ stratford, had 'madEj' application for Sections 
27 t, 31 and ,36, Blo~k ~IV·, U-ppe'z, wai·tara ~Su·rveY'D.fstrict. and. Section' 50, 

'. Block: II, Ngatimaru Survey Di:strict .( file 3/507/2) • All of these areas 
.... are J~hoY(n as Crowri.:landin .the Crown Lands Regist'er. However, Sections 

11.J·27. ·3,1. ancf. 50. ~e su~ject to, the Ngatimaru and s~ction 36 the Purangi 
Landless Natives Acts of 1907. . . 

. .' . .: .. The.se sections u.e·. apparently in excess of the requir'ement s 
under'. these-Acts' and i.fthis laso, could probably have the. "ta'g" 
removed by proclamation pursuant·. to . Section 2 (2) of. each of the Acts. 
Any such action, however, would probably require the approval of the 
Maori Land· Court. : The Court· in 1936 (file 20/43, folio 126) asked 
our· opinion as to whether these. "residue" areas could be.included in a 
prop.o~.ed:. consolida~i:on scheme .. - there does. not 'aj),Pear to be a reply to;·;· 
its JIlemorandulJ\. . ' . 

'"., • c. . ," 

. Section 60~:Block 'XIV tUpper Waitara. Survey Distriot, is also-
sCheduled·.on file 20/43, folio 136,. as a residue area, but this has 
never been' subject· to. e,ither of the Acts concerned .. and has the status 
of"unali~nated Crown land. subject to the Land Act 1948".. This section il 
shown im·the Crow,D.;·LandsRe :Lster' as freehold land (Warrant 2 1 1 
A check'onW~rant\ 2 1 1. in the Land Register. however, disclosed that 

. this .section was not :include4~ 

The· Crown ~!m.ds .. ~~gister ·is .ob';iously not reliable. There have:' 
. been: other occasions' on. which': this has been noticed. There is some 

.doubt···as·to· whet·her:'the·.r·E!·gister has .ever been checked and al.though this 
·is a big ·job,. it .shoul.ll be,:'donEh 

In the meantime. it .1$. suggested that where anY' ·dealing with 
apparently unalienated:. Crown. ~and is conte!Dplated, the matter be 
referred to the draughtingstaff for a check on status before any action 
is taken. The inclusion qf a further item, "status check". on' 
"Requisition for Work" from D.A.O. to C.S., C.D. or Divisional Draughtsm~ 
would cover this. '. . il 

t' A complete status check would involve inspection of the 
following recordst-

Crown Lands Register 
Reserves Register 
D.L.R's Index 
Crown Grant Map 
All mlevant 5.0. plans 
Tenure Maps 
Record Maps. 

..' ........ ( 



I ." i 
i 

I 
I 

r 
I 
! 
I 

35 
," 

.... 

... . ....: . 
.. , 

. ':~ 

. " 

.: I 

26 
.97..0 0 

v 

" ;.I 

36· / 
- 65: 2.· o· 

0. 2( 
. ! 

..... ',' 

'~ .. ::., ... 
. ::. .:. 



: .... :; .. ?'.:. ... 
,. ~: .. 

11 
127. a a 

;. : 

.~i;~.: ~._' .. 
-.' .. ' 

23 
2·1 22 

97. a 0: 

26 : .1/. .. 

45 .. /. 0 

37 
,.. 

'" ...... , ... 

.,j 

,.)j:. 
;9'. 

·l 
.. 'f;­

lCl(j3:f_~ 
-~~ 

." . 

.... ; .... 
".'. 

. ... 
. ... 

-: ... :. 

l. 

38 



. ., 

:.' 
:~. \ 
;', 

. ",' '.~~'. 

:~ ': .' 
,," 

.~:: . 

"',: : 

, ,r­
;- 4 • 

.. 

43, 

20/43 
27/851 

ND PLYMOUTH. 

26 Augu.at 1970 

The R.itll:t'~ar, 
Maol':Ii, Land,:' 'Court, 
Private..' 'w., 
WARGAIfU~. 

, ,\':: J(9J.~iI!'ARt1, Ai-" SLOOX'S , 
, "You ".eo of:," ',A!I!,Ult 1270 

1., .I,,;','h~'J:.i~~j)~~'~'i"~~.I'.t(;04i i;n th1a: O,tUce tlult a plan .uat 
, air •• ··, ;'1.:,th .;:t_<C_,t': oiod •• " 8Dd alS· JlgatilAl'U. D wail established 
hr' :F.it1c;.~,ori.r, :til' '1915. the: plu of, tM .• , ML 1602. must 
coat.u,','al;l":of:, the': lalid' rei:erreli to b; ,that ordu. 

• • • I' •• :" '. . • : • 

. . , '" i ',",'~' .;" . . '. 
It' woUl,:d;.i:ajp.v "that "D" i., &1%"ea4,.' •• tabl1ehn, &lui u.,. porUou 
of,·~J)Jt:_.;,;:tciybia,'d..al t !, ~~h' would z-equire' a ne. plan shoriul 
.uOh~;po~ti.oll';~"."parU; ot DIt; but: pr.ete:rabl7. wi tl:a Il.W appe-ll-aU0118. 
(.:;'.l~alQ.o.;bf,'n·.'to(b. aho .... "hrt"D" OJ' with a new appellation 
.,al_f~~:;,::~k:{":'~,ooUld; bt.: capiled in thie ottice at a coat of 
:~p~~.IiL'.'1j.<$27~OO. " : 

:.t~{;:~.'~.~'~~;~;~o:';,StJdtiO~ ,a,.(~ ,.our mecoraud1lll'ot 29 Ka), 19~)i\ 
1t.!,~: .. u\itdrapp.u.-;,',tli'.t, .... acUoR,is, '.'0'''&1'1 to ,uelude thie, tJ'0II 
'NP'~~:D.i::<tf~$:'point' ~: 'others' ha.T.~eD diseuse,d, ,ri:ththe 
DllsU'l-o,-"', Ld4'.y ,Jl.ii,.t~u:' who", ha.e 'po!aUd. out "that: ha 'could', not 
l!~si.t'er~,q;'~d.la:b"-iJ'-With)lP.t~:iti': .. BOW. eoWll oa HI. '1602, 
. be~.lI •• " ot" t~:, '.fa.~t, that: it..:, d18 .. ea.;n~h' the', 'or1g1Dal. Court 
O~ti; .bIlt~:oilrt1tef:6th.r halld: secUOJl,: }8, could ':Dot no. be includecl 
i.;,'t'D~"b&i'O.u ... i't"::La. now' Euopea:n: land.' Cola1dan allendiq order ' 
b.:,~.a.i"to/~lld.th1a .secUon?' 

, . 

It. It it :i8' possible, to d'eal nth SecUOD 38 b,- uuendiDg order, 
coulil:IlO't,' ,toZ' .. ~ • .ctiona 32 a:ul, '7 be handled in the sallie "DIl,r 
as' u' altezoDat::1"1'.to (2) abo~.. However" I should point out that 
an'.,iplan wou,ld be required ill t~s, caM aleo, excludiul SectioJ18 

, 32 '&Ild 37' £1'_ D, coaUZlg about $21.00. , 

5., 'flut" Diatr1ct.,Lu4' Regietrar haa made the point that to enable 
'ir'~B:1etrat1oll':·iJl Ma office ot the "I'B.r1ous dealings, it would 

. b.:.uo'8a~T.<to, produce a coaplete record of title aa it now 
exists: in ,thIi' JllaoJd.,1'.and coet or; 1187 be .. ended D)' the Court. 
Thia ,wo.lald,:' appear' 'to be aa, toUo.al-

i.. ,Oon.011'dat1011 01'4er for the RgaU.aru Blook. 

i1. putiUoa Ori'er,.1ato A ~o .,. Blocka. 

:iii., AlI8lldbg order to excl.ude SecUon 38 fro. D. 

i"l'. '. Aaendi. oreleZ" to, exclude 32 and 37 trom D or u order 
Teatiq' pUta 01:, D in: the present applicant. 

2/ ••• 

":' 

. ... 
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He- haa alISO. lIlade the point that as:- aeparate title. exist- tor 
allot the- ol'1Si-J2al- a&otions he CI~uld resister the current dealing 
wi th Seotions ,2,'-&nd 37 but the .tt.at ot ,this VI.ould be to preolude' 
01' turther resuiration 07 dealing- with· the balance ot D. 

The District Land-Registrar, 
NEr PLYMOUTH. 

Copy for your information. 

tor 'r.'r. BRIGR! 
Chi.t- SurY.Jor, 

M) 
~ 

tor T.T. BRIGHT 
Chie t Surveyor. 



·I.A.-ml.] ~ 

_Joll ... A ...... 'l':rn-,. __ ., ___ Department.: 
Record' No. 5/5/24 

Petition. No. 

Name and Address of Petitioner: 

Subject of Petition: 

54/1943 2 8 
Te HekenU1 Whakarake ot Caatleol1tte. 

Praying that tho PU","sboe Block be incl1lded in 
tho Schedule ot claims to be investigated by the 
proposed Native ~d Cla1ma Tribunal. 

Nature of Order of House referring Petition to Government: That tho petition be reterred 

Precis of Department's Comment: 

to the GpT81'JJ11lent tor conaiderat1on. 

It is claimed by the petitioners that tb1s block 
waa 801d to the Crown in 1874 by persona who were 
not the real owners ot tho block. The block baa 
been disposed or by tho Crown. The Cbiet Surveyor 
at Now Pl~uth oanaidera that the QSaort1on or 
the pet1t1onera that the signator1es to the Deed 
or Cesaion wero not the r1ghttul people to ae11 
could be easily d1apoaed or. 70 years bave elapBod 
dnae tho s1NM ot tho ,'d ot'leas1on and ng 
complaint bis een voioed n the nter1m. -

Committee's Recommendation to Cabinet. 

In Cabinet. / / 

Secretary to Cabinet. 

aM'lo/4,-·oJaSJ 

·L ____________ :-. __ -.:_. __ . 
.. ~ 

1 '1 Q Q 
._ • I / " 
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I.A.-69.] 

. __ .. __ UA~._IV_£.__ Dep tment ... _____ ar . 
Record No. l~.D. 5/5/E.4. " 

Petition Nc. 8l/H'37.· 26 Name and Address of Petitioner: '.:1ti te Ikaheehe.e Kupenga, 
Waitare. 

(and othersi. 

Subject of Petition: Sale of ?ukemahoe block to the Crown. 

Nature of Order of House referring Petition to Government: b'or cons i der fi tion (6/1<;'/37 I • 

Precis of Department's Comment: 

Toe petitioners claim thct the Fukemahoe block containing 
1000 ccres was sold to toe Crown by persons who were not entitled 
thereto. '.:he deed of cession of the block is dated as of the 8to 
February, 1874 and the consideration was f125.0.0. From the enquiries 
made, it appears that the petitioners have no csse, and, in any event, 
noth1ng can be done as the land oas been disposed of by the Crown. 

The Hon. ~ot1ng Native Minister, on the E.7th January, lY38 
directed that no flotion be taken with regard to the petition. 

Committee's Recommendation to Cabinet. 

In Cabinet. 
.L':"':! uml·, I' ...)I}Cl',) t'J.r:r, 

i,o ~~cti('ln. 

Secretary to Caoinet. 

" ';if 
• I '- , 
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/-' 

Jas.W.Browne ~sq.,. 
Judge, , 
Native Land Court, 
\iA,NGANUI. 

Dear Sir, 

... 

He Ngatimaru Landless 'Noti ves Act', 1907. 
----------------------------------------

B30 

In re;?ly to your memorandum or' the 5th instant 
relating to the areas set aside under the above Act, I have to 
~dvise you that each section so set aside and granted was surveyed 
in September, 1912. The plan numbered 4300 80/14 was duly 
approved as to survey on 30/1/1913. ' 

I attach a ~chedule showing sections for which, 
umd Tracsfer titlj3s were issued on the 12th July, 1913. Only 
one of the titles has been uplifted, i.e. for cection 40, Block XIV, 
Upper 'Uai tara Survey District. The title fees on each Certificate; 
of Ti tIe amounting to 22/- remain unpaid. ~ 

!;;.\ .... -, 

The' Ngatimaru Landless Natives .Act No. 69,of /;=j 
1907 page 353 authorises the grantine of the'land. The Kahiti ';r 
therein referreu to is dated the 4th June, 190 9 No. 56 page 354. 
3ee also ?anui of the 4th July, 19u8 page 18 and rlew ~ealand Gazette 
No. 44 page 1613 of 4/6/08. 

pians 49/49,,49/50 and 49/51, forwarded to the 
Registrar on 22/5/36, show thd lands 6.S ~urveyed for the Nga timaru 
and Purangi Landless Natives and also marked thereon is Native Land 
Court partition of 1915-

Re'gardingthe last -paragrai?h of your memorandum J 
relating to "a"list of names headed Part Section 5, Purangi NativeS,,!1 
please see "The Purangi Landless Natives Act, 19u7 No. 70 page 354H 
with schedules thereto. The last-named in the schedule, Toroa te 
Ika ~iairangi, Vias found by the Native Land Court to own more than tIL 
maximum area of ,0 acres and the name was "struck out." 

The attached schedule also sho~s the areas 
a110'tted and Land Transfer ti tles issued, subsequent to the iSf:'ue of 
the Governor IS '."arrant. 

Yours faithfully, 

/.::// u· 
llliQ&: SChedul;j' 

Chief surve;r>r. 
A 


