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INTRODUCTION 

The objective of this report is to identify the DOC estates within the 

boundaries of the Ahuriri Block purchase of 1851 as specified in Turtons 

Deeds and to summarise the recorded archaeological information relating to 

the Ahuriri Block. 

The report includes relevant information relating to these estates and to the 

archaeological sites as well as mapped reference pOints. 

The estates and sites are only those within the boundaries of the land 

described as: 

Commencing at the place where the Tutaekuri and Puremu Rivers 

discharge themselves into the sea, the boundary runs in the Puremu to 

Tamihinu on reaching which place it runs in the Tutaekuri to Ohakau 

when it leaves the Tutaekuri and proceeds along the survey line to 

Tareha's Post at Umukiwi and along the survey line of Mr Park the 

surveyor and ourselves to Kohurau on reaching which place it proceeds 

to the confluence of the Waiharakeke and Ngaruroro rivers thence the 

boundary runs along the ridge of Te Kaweka to the confluence of the 

Maungatutu and Mohaka rivers and on in the course of the Mohaka to 

Mangowhata and on in the Mangowhata Stream to the Taupo road and 

along the said road to Titiokura and along the said road to Kaiwhaka and 

in the course of the Kaiwhaka to Opotamanui thence to Waiohinganga to 

Whanganui-o-rotu thence to our reserve at Te Niho thence to Rere-o­

tawaki where our reserve ends, the boundary continues thence to Te 

Puka and on to the Puremu river .... 

... we agreed to entirely give up all the stony spit from Ruahora to Ahuriri, 

we also agreed entirely to give up Mataruahou, Pukemokimoki being the 

only portion of Mataruahou reserved for ourselves, together with the 

small piece of land where the children and family of Tareha are buried 

during such time as it remains unoccupied by the Europeans. 1 

Sites within the area of Te Whanganui a Orotu have not been included, but 

any within the reserves at Puketitiri and Wharerangi have been. 

1 Turton's Maori Deeds: Province of Hawke's Bay, DOSLI , Napier.p.491. 



Parts of the Ahuriri Block are included in the three topographical maps: V21 

Napier; U20 Kaweka; and V20 Esk. 

DOC Estates within the Ahuriri Block Purchase of 1851 

There are 35 parcels of Crown land within the Ahuriri Block ranging in size 

from less than 0.4 hectare to 59,786 hectares. When the Department of 

Conservation was established in 1987 land was allocated to it in various ways 

and came from earlier departments such as the Forest Service and the Lands 

and Survey. Some of the files from these departments have not survived. 

There are nine different classifications for this land: 

Local purpose reserve 

Conservation area (Conservation Park) 

Scenic reserve 

Recreation reserve 

Climatic reserve 

Conservation area (stewardship area) 

Historic reserve 

Courthouse reserve 

Conservation area (marginal strip). 

The criteria for land allocation which are relevant to this report included:2 

Land had to be available for allocation 

Land already declared as reserve or national park under the Reserves Act or 

National Parks Act or reserved under other legislation such as the Wildlife Act 

went to the Department of Conservation. 

2Repon of the Technical Advisory Group on Land Allocation Criteria. Ministry for the 
Environment, (Convenor). 12 June 1987. pp. 15-19 and Appendix 4. 



Land under consideration by the Waitangi Tribunal prior to the passing of the 

OS Act was a special case. If the history of its acquisition was known that was 

a relevant factor in determining its all<?cation. 

Land with predominant conservation or recreation values remained in Crown 

ownership and is administered by the Department of Conservation. 

Reference was made to other relevant government policy such as wetland 

policies. 

Areas known to have high value historical, archaeological and cultural 

features including those important to tangata whenua were retained in 

Crown ownership. 

Areas of known cultural (traditional) significance to the Maori people including 

the presence of taonga plants were allocated in a way sensitive to these 

values including the impact of alienation in the future. 

Areas of land subject to special uses with a public interest component such 

as urban marae and education and outdoor centres were allocated in a way 

that was sensitive to these values. 

Areas known to contain biological, scientific or landscape features of high 

value and areas which are indigenous in character were allocated to DOC. 

Ecological areas are best protected by DOC thus wetlands and indigenous 

lowlands; threatened habitat types or areas which contained threatened 

species of flora or fauna; areas which formed buffers to high value 

conservation areas and areas which add significantly to the diversity of 

protected values nationally or regionally were allocated to DOC. 

Land with high open space values was generally retained in Crown 

ownership and when the primary nature of an existing use was recreation 

then the area was usually allocated to DOC. 

Department of Conservation land within the Ahuriri Block 

This information has been collected from the CMS and relevant files held by 

the Department of Conservation. 

V21 NAPIER 

1) Bluff Hill No.2 



DOC Land Inventory No: 80092 Map Reference: V21 471844 

Current Classification: Conservation Area (Stewardship Area) 

Legal Description: Sec 701, Block IV, Heretaunga SO (SO 6295) 

Area (Ha): 0.4451 

This is an area of bluffs at the East end of the Napier Hill (very steep to 

vertical, facing to the east). It is bounded on the top side by residential 

sections and the Bluff Hill lookout reserve, and on the bottom by the 

Breakwater Road. It is vegetated with mixed native and exotic trees and 

shrubs which is sparse on the steeper areas. Numerous rock pigeons roost 

on the cliff faces. There are bellbird, grey warbler and occasional New 

Zealand pigeonlkereru and tui. 

2) Bluff Hill 

DOC Land Inventory No: 80090 Map Reference: V21 471842 

Current Classification: Conservation Area (Stewardship Area) 

Legal Description: Lot 1, 0 P 6634, Block IV, Heretaunga SO 

Area (Ha): 0.4280 

This area of land contains a bowling green which has been established since 

1894. The vegetation consists of rolled and mown grass and exotic plantings. 

3) Conservancy Office 

DOC Land Inventory No: 80137 Map Reference: V21 470834 

Current Classification: Courthouse Reserve 

Legal Description: Town section 772, Block IV, Heretaunga SO (SO 2726) 

Area (Ha): 0.1309 

This is the site of the Hawke's Bay Conservancy Office on the Marine Parade 

in Napier. The office is situated in the old Courthouse which was built in 1875 

and is a fine example of colonial architecture and a rare survivor of the 1931 

earthquake. The building is a Category 1 on the register of the New Zealand 

Historic Places Trust. The gardens contain ethnobotanically significant native 

plants which are nationally or regionally threatened. 

4) Powdrell Road 

DOC Land Inventory No: 80146 Map Reference: V21 425757 

Current Classification: Local Purpose Reserve (Soil and River Control) 



Legal Description: Sec 116, Block VIII, Heretaunga SO, Sub Sec 113 

Meeanee, Block VIII, Heretaunga SO, Sec 23, Block XII Heretaunga SO 

Area (Ha): 2.4831 

The area is in two blocks and is located near the end of Powdrell Road. One 

block is on true left of the Tutaekuri river, the other is long and narrow and at 

right angles to the river. It is covered with shingle and grass. 

5) Tutaekuri River No.1 L.P.R. 

DOC Land Inventory No: 80005 Map Reference: V21 395766 

Current Classification: Local Purpose Reserve 

Legal Description: Sec 9, Block VII, Heretaunga SO (SO 6676) 

Area (Ha): 9.1546 

20 m as!. An area of riverbank, true left side of Tutaekuri river. Mainly flat 

land, river flats and terraces. Located close to Taradale town and adjacent to 

Otatara Pa Historic Reserve. It is vegetated with willows, long grass and 

areas of blackberry and inhabited by riverbed birds (pied stilts, black fronted 

dotterel, black backed gull). 

6) Otatara Pa 

DOC Land Inventory No: 80089 Map Reference: V21 390769 

Current Classification: Historic Reserve 

Legal Description: Lots 10& 11 OP 12805, Lot 1 OP 6687, Lot 1 OP 6448, 

Lot 1 OP 2898 & Block 176 Puketapu Crown Grant District, Block VII, 

Heretaunga SO 

Area (Ha: 33.3088 

Maori Pa situated on the true left bank of the Tutaekuri river. Rolling to steep 

pasture land with a generally easterly aspect. Varying between 1 0-120m as!. 

The Reserve is surrounded by private farmland to the south/west, Eastern 

Institute of Technology land to the east and small holdings to the north. 

Almost all the reserve is in pasture. The remaining small areas are planted 

with tree lucerne and native trees. There are occasional patches of manuka 

throughout the pasture area. there are some willows in and around the car 

park. This is one of the most significant archaeological sites in Hawke's Bay 

and has national significance. 



7) Tutaekuri River No.1 

DOC Land Inventory No: 80198 Map Reference: V21 300825 

Current Classification: Conservation Area (Marginal Strip) 

Legal Description: No appellation, Block 1, Heretaunga SO (SO 8331) 

Area (Ha): 19.10 

Low lying area of riverbank on the true right of the Tutaekuri River bordered 

by farmland on one side and the Tutaekuri river on the other. Flood prone 

area of willows and grass with some areas of bare shingle and silt deposits. 

Length of area approximately 2 km. It is covered with mature willows, lupin, 

long grass, riverside weeds, and has very low native vegetation and native 

fauna values. 

8) Tutaekuri River No.2 

DOC Land Inventory No: 80199 Map Reference: V21 367784 

Current Classification: Conservation Area (Marginal strip) 

Legal Description: No appellation, Block VII, Heretaunga SO (SO 6256) 

Area (Ha): 2.2 

A flat area of riverbank on the true right of the Tutaekuri river, approximately 1 

km in length and 50-100m wide. Bordered on one side by the river and the 

other by vineyards and small holdings. A stop bank runs along the west side 

of the strip. There is a belt of willows along the river edge, scattered poplars, 

long grass, lupins, hemlock etc. It has low native vegetation and low native 

fauna values. 

9) Tutaekuri 

DOC Land Inventory No: 80094 Map Reference: V21 342822 

Current Classification: Conservation Area (Stewardship area) 

Legal Description: Crown land adjoining Blocks 156 & 206, Block II, 

Heretaunga SO 

Area (H a): 15.6509 

An area of old riverbed and shingle river flats alongside the true left bank of 

the Tutaekuri river at approximately 30 m asl. It is vegetated with willows, 

areas of long grass, patches of blackberry and introduced weed species. Low 

native flora values. 



10) Dartmoor Road 

DOC Land Inventory No: 80145 Map Reference: V21 306825 

Current Classification: Local Purpose Reserve 

Legal Description: Block 178 Puketapu Crown grant District, Blocks I & II 

Heretaunga S D 

Area (Ha): 9.8116 

A narrow 2 km strip between stop bank and private land on the true left of the 

Tutaekuri River vegetated with willows and grass. 

11) Tutaekuri River No.3 

DOC Land Inventory No: 80221 Map Reference: V21 246866 

Current Classification: Conservation Area (Marginal Strip) 

Legal Description: Sec 14, Block XVI, Patoka SD (SO 9105) 

Area (Ha): 1.310 

Approximately 3 km of marginal strip on the true left of the Tutaekuri River. 

Varying from vegetated river flats and terraces to unstable, bare papa bluffs. 

moderate to steep hill faces run up behind the strip. the Tutaekuri River at 

this point runs through a gorge approximately 80m deep. The upper half is 

vegetated with gorse, second growth bush (kowhai cabbage trees). The 

lower half Pittosporum spp, occasional patches of tall kanuka, occasional 

poplars, areas of long grass and bracken fern, grazed farmland and patches 

of shorter kanuka with gorse (generally oniy on river flats). One stand of tall 

kanuka on river flat. 

V20 Esk 

12) Te Pohue Domain* 

DOC Land inventory No: 80045 Map Reference: V20 293103 

Current Ciassification: Recreation Reserve 

Legal Description: Sec 8, Block X1I1, Maungaharuru SO (SO 3174) 

Area (Ha): 2.2328 

Grassed area near Esk Forest camp on Ohurakura Road, comprising footbali 

field and community hall. Common farmland birds are present with the 

occasional tui/bellbird in the adjacent forestry area to the Northwest. 



13) Mangaone 

DOC Land Inventory No: 80083 ~ap Reference: V20 268030 

Current Classification: Conservation Area (Stewardship area) 

Legal Description: Land adjoining Sec 17, Block IV, Patoka SO 

Area (Ha): 89.0308 

A narrow block of land (approximately 2.5km x 400m) contained mainly within 

the steep sided river gorge of the Mangaone and Mangarangiora streams. 

Average depth of gorge 120m. Situated approximately 200m as!. The 

vegetation is mainly tall manuka and kanuka with some grass underneath. 

Areas of grassy clearings, occasional cabbage trees. The fauna comprises 

common bush birds and shags, paradise ducks, mallard ducks. 

14) Mangaone River 

DOC Land Inventory No: 80206 Map Reference: V20280006 

Current Classification: Conservation Area (Marginal Strip) 

Legal Description: No appellation, Block V, Puketapu SO 

Area (HA): 8.00 

Approximately 3 km of riverside strip, situated in a steep-sided, deep gorge. 

Occasional grassy river flats in bottom of gorge. The vegetation is manuka 

and kanuka with broadleaf species and occasional small podocarps. There 

are common bush birds. 

15) Mangahina Stream 

DOC Land Inventory No: 80194 Map Reference: V20245980 

Current Classification: Conservation Area (Marginal Strip) 

Legal Description: No appellation, Block VIII, Patoka SO (SO 2789) 

Area (HA): 10.2 

Approximately 3 km of riverside strip, true left of the Mangahina Stream. 

Deep stream gorge. The vegetation consists of manuka and kanuka with 

regenerating broadleaves. Some podacarps. Scattered pines at downstream 

end. Common bush birds. 

16) William Hartree Memorial 

DOC Land Inventory No: 80075 Map Reference: V20 185050 



Current Classification: Scenic reserve 

Legal Description: Lot 1, DP 10807. Block III, Patoka SO 

Area (HA): 13.9110 

The reserve is situated on a hill face that slopes towards the North east and 

the Puketitiri Road. Average altitude is 600m asl. It contains a regenerating 

forest of broadleaves, podocarps, manuka, kanuka and tree ferns. Species 

such as rimu, kahikatea, miro, tawa, broadleaf, marble leaf, wineberry, 

mahoe, rangiora, manuka are present. Tupeia antarctica (mistletoe) is 

abundant. The fauna includes New Zealand pigeonlkereru, tui, bellbird, 

fantail, grey warbler and most common bush birds. The area was originally 

part of grazed farmland. The reserve was gifted to the Crown in 1963 by Mrs 

W Hartree as a memorial to her late husband Mr William Hartree 

17) Hutchinson Domain 

DOC Land Inventory No: 80068 Map Reference: V20 160089 

Current Classification: Recreation Reserve 

Legal Description: Sections 162, 163,186, Block XIV, Pohue SO (SO 7551) 

Area (HA): 63.4068 

Area is made up of the Domain - Golf Course, Tennis Courts etc. The rest of 

the area is made up of a grazing lease. It is in pasture. Paradise shelduck, 

NZ pigeonlkereru and common introduced birds inhabit the reserve. 

N.B. File L&S RES 6/4/5 Vo1.1. Napier, 12/3/1937 re part Blk 13 Patoka CGO 

part Rural Sec 9 Puketititiri Reserve and part Sec 60 Block XIV Pohui Survey 

District. The above area was recently donated to the Government as a 

Reserve by Mr Hutchinson. 

18) Hutchinson Scenic Reserve 

DOC Land Inventory No: 80074 Map Reference: V20155089 

Current Classification: Scenic reserve 

Legal Description: Lot 187, Block IX, Pohue SO (SO 7683) 

Area (HA): 44.9690 

The reserve is undulating country characterised by deeply incised streams. It 

is mad up of 3 distinct areas, with the middle block being a grazing lease. 



The whole area is roughly rectangular in shape, approximately 1370m long 

and 500m wide. The main access is off the Hukanui Road. The vegetation 

has been affected in the past by fire. Numerous exotic trees have been 

planted. The western block is diverse with regenerating native vegetation and 

blackberry, bracken and exotic trees. The middle block is a grazing lease 

with manuka/kanuka, cabbage trees and exotic trees. The eastern area is a 

mix of exotic trees and a remaining stand of native trees dominated by 

kahikatea, rimu and matai. Native birds include tui, NZ pigeon/kereru and 

bellbird. The remnant mature forest in the eastern block is representative of 

the larger Puketitiri Bush that was destroyed through logging and fire. 

19) Clifton 

DOC Land Inventory No: 80082 Map Reference: V20 126095 

Current Classification: Conservation area (Stewardship area) 

Legal Description: Secs 65,67,08, Lot 1, DP 9069, Block XIV, Pohue SO 

Area (HA): 107.4921 

Pasture lands surrounding Balls Clearing Scenic Reserve. Paradise ducks 

and a variety of native bush birds which inhabit the adjacent reserve are 

present. 

20) Balls Clearing 

DOC Land Inventory No: 80071 Map reference: V20 122090 

Current Classification: Scenic Reserve 

Legal Description: Sections 66,104-107, Block XIV, Pohue SO (S03208) 

Area (HA): 135.14 

The reserve is situated 65 km Northwest of Napier and comprises three 

forested blocks, interspersed by areas of farmed paddocks. The main block 

is an outstanding example of a pure podocarp forest of unusual density. 

Mostly gentle land with an area of swampland. The vegetation is a majestic 

podocarp forest (kahikatea, matai, rimu) with a fringe of red beech. 

Regenerating areas of native trees and a plantation of Douglas fir. Swamp 

dominated by red tussock and small-leafed shrubs, contains a number of 



notable plant records. Mistletoe (Tupeia antarctica) is present. Birdlife 

includes NZ pigeonlkereru, tui and other bush dwelling birds. There is a 

colony of long-tailed bats in the reserve. This is a remnant of a 5000 ha area 

of heavy virgin forest which was milled early this century. The "Puketitiri 

Bush" was used by Maori for hunting and gathering. The clearing itself has 

interesting stories attached to it. 

21) Makahu River 

DOC Land Inventory No: 80192 Map Reference: V20 112138 

Current Classification: Conservation Area (Marginal strip) 

Legal Description: No appellation, Block IX, Pohue SO (SO 5327) 

Area (Ha): 3.8 

This is a steep shingle face alongside the Makahu/Anawhenua streams. The 

vegetation is manuka scrub and fern land. Blue duck have been reported 

from the Makahu Stream. Shags, paradise ducks. 

22) Mohaka River No.3 

DOC Land Inventory No: 80193 Map Reference: V20 170150 

Current Classification: Conservation Area (Marginal strip) 

Legal Description: Sections 11 & 12, Block X, Sections 7 & 8, Block XI, 

Pohue SO 

Area (Ha): 35.14 

Marginal strip on true right of Mohaka river. Steep shingle faces. Pasture 

and manuka scrub with fern land inhabited by blue duck, paradise ducks, 

shags and mallards. 

23) Mohaka River No.5 

DOC Land Inventory No: 80216 Map Reference: V20 238185 

Current Classification: Conservation Area (Marginal Strip) 

Legal Description: Sec 52, Block VIII, Pohue SO (SO 9052) 

Area (Ha): 4.5476 



An area of riverbank terraces, bluffs and hill slopes on the true left of the 

Mohaka river. Upstream end mainly river flats and terrace. Downstream end 

drops steeply into the river. A road runs adjacent to the lower end of the area. 

The vegetation consists of blackberry, lupin, occasional willows at upstream 

end. Some areas of long grass on flats. Band of willows near river edge. 

Downstream areas mainly second growth bus (five finger, Pittosporum spp, 

cabbage trees, lace bark, flax etc.). Some mature pines. It is inhabited by 

common bush birds. 

24) Mohaka River No.6 

DOC Land Inventory No: 80217 Map Reference: V20238185 

Current Classification: Conservation Area (Marginal Strip) 

Legal Description: Sec 53, Block VIII, Pohue SO (SO 9052) 

Area (Ha): 4.500 

An area of steep faces and bluffs on the true left of the Mohaka River. A papa 

bluff approximately 40 m high rises above the riverbed in the centre of the 

area. Otherwise moderate to steep slopes dropping into the riverbed, It is not 

possible to traverse the bottom of the bluff at water level. The vegetation is 

mainly dense, second growth bush (Pittosporum spp , five finger, mapou, lace 

bark etc.). Some patches of blackberry close to river and near top of area. 

Occasional small willows near river. Sparse vegetation on bluff. Inhabited by 

common bush birds. 

25) Mohaka River No.7 

DOC Land Inventory No: 80218 Map Reference: V20 235174 

Current Classification: Conservation Area (Marginal Strip) 

Legal Description: Section 54, Block VIII, Pohue SO (SO 9052) 

Area (Ha): 4.600 

True right banks of the Mohaka River, above SH2 bridge. The vegetation is 

regenerating manuka forest. 

26) Glenfalls 

DOC Land Inventory No: 80076 Map Reference: V20251178 



Current Classification: Scenic Reserve 

Legal Description: Sec 24, Block VIII, Pohue SD (SO 7177) 

Area (HAa): 3.1045 

Altitude 400m as!. Small stream gully (Mangawhata Stream), steep sided. 

Reserve contains a small waterfall. Surrounded by rolling farmland. The 

vegetation is second growth bush, areas of bracken fern, and patches of 

blackberry around edges. Common bush birds live in the area. 

27) Upper Mohaka Domain 

DOC Land Inventory No: 80080 Map Reference: V20238185 

Current Classification: Recreation Reserve 

Legal Description: Sec 15, Block VIII, Pohue SD (SO 6203) 

Area (Ha): 10.6356 

A flat terrace above the true left of the Mohaka river. It is planted in mature 

pines and established grass with some ornamental plantings. 

28) Heipipi Pa 

DOC Land Inventory No:801 01 Map Reference: V20 426916 

Current Classification: Historic Reserve 

Legal Description: Lot 1 & 2, DP 2205, Lot 2, DP 2289, Lot 1, DP 13873, Pt 

Lot 19, DP 1856, Sec 50, S02193, Block XII, Puketapu SD 

Area (Ha): 24.4898 

An area of moderate to steep hill country to the west of SH2 and the north of 

Bayview township. Bounded by private farmland, private pine forest and 

small holdings. Rises to about 100m as!. It is mainly vegetated with pasture 

grasses, occasional willows, some blackberry. The south faces contain some 

manuka. it is an important Maori pa site with 500 year occupancy. Pits, 

shallow ditch and middens are visible. (See 2.5.11.1) Registered 

archaeological sites - V2019 -12. & V20/14. 

U20 Kaweka 



29) Kaweka Forest Park 

DOC Land Inventory No: 80021 Map Reference: U201U19 

Current Classification: Conservation Area (Conservation Park) 

Legal Description: Available at DOC Office, Napier. 

Area (Ha): 59786.1028 

The area includes the Kaweka Range which rises to 1724 m. to the east is 

. the Black Birch Range (1000m) to the south of Mackintosh Plateau. North 

west of the main Range is the rolling country of an old peneplain which drains 

into the Mohaka and Ngaruroro Rivers. (Refer to Kaweka Forest Park 

Management Plan for more detail). 

The vegetation types in Kaweka are varied and influenced by altitude, soils, 

fire, animals etc. Northern half of park largely forested with mountain beech 

and podocarps in valleys. Open high areas contain herbfields, snow tussock. 

Northern valleys, red tussock. Eastern areas affected by fire. Regenerating 

scrub - manuka, kanuka and pockets of beech/broadleaves. (Refer to 

Kaweka Forest Park Management Plan for more details). There is a variety 

of birds from falcon, kiwi, blue duck, NI robin to more common bush dwellers 

(bellbird, tomtit etc.) Long-tailed bats have been reported. 

The area was used by the Maori for hunting. Main routes went through the 

interior via Kuripapango and up the Mohaka river. The European history 

mainly concerns farming and the Inland Patea road. Historic sites that are 

actively managed include Iron Whare, Kuripapango, Manson Hut and 

Lumsden Lodge (formerly Robsons Lodge). 

30) Fern Bird Bush 

DOC Land Inventory No: 80030 Map Reference: U20 020935 

Current Classification: Scenic Reserve 

Legal Description: Section 3, Block X, Kuripapango SO 

Area(Ha): 30.39 

This reserve is situated on the southern edge of the NapierrraihapeRoad. A 

moderately steep hill slope. Manuka/kanuka scrubland. Some black beech. 

Pinus conrta invading the area. Common bush dwelling birds. The area was 

originally set aside to protect fernbirds, but surveys are required to confirm 

their presence in the area today. 



Maori Archaeological Sites and Wahi Tapu within the Ahuriri 
Block Boundary. 

There are a number of archaeological sites recorded in the New Zealand 

Archaeological Association file which are within the the boundaries of the 

Ahuriri Block. The NZAA file contains archaeological sites recorded during 

the past few decades by people interested in the protection of archaeological 

sites. It is not a complete record of archaeological sites. Caution must be 

displayed if an area does not appear to have any archaeological sites 

present because it may be that it is an area which has not been adequately 

surveyed. Absence of recorded sites does not denote an absence of sites, 

but often merely an absence of records. The NZAA file is available for 

research purposes but its use is carefully monitored to ensure the protection 

of sites. 

The archaeological sites wi" be presented in groups. The first group 

comprises those associated with Napier Hi". The second is of the ones 

clustered around the edges of Te Whanganui a Orotu. The third is of those 

associated with the Tutaekuri river and its tributaries. The fourth group 

comprises the smallest number of sites over the largest area indicating 

several points: surveying and recording of the inland areas is probably 

inadequate but permanent and thus more visible settlement was much more 

limited away from the fertile river valleys and that although the mountains and 

hills contained an abundance of birds and other food resources habitation 

was more temporary and evidence of the presence of people is less 

tangible. 

V21 Napier 

Napier Hill 

There are only a few recorded archaeological sites on the Napier Hi" and 

these are a" of midden. However traditional history and local knowledge 

indicate that there was extensive occupation of Napier Hi" or Mataruahou by 

Maori before the advent of the Europeans. 

V21/204 Maori midden/colonial cottage, GR: 456833. 
On south side of hospital end of Napier Terrace, opposite Chaucer Road 
North. 

Signs of Maori occupation of this site beneath the sexton's cottage were 

fragments of she", and two pieces of obsidian. 



V211205 midden GR: 462840 

Beneath house at 11 a Roslyn Road, and apparently extending westward 

below the surface of the road. Thick midden c.20 cm deep extnding back 

under the house and covering a large part of the section. Contains rock 

oyster, cooks turban, pipi and cockle. Large obsidian flakes and a bone fish 

hook have been recovered from the site. 

V21/212 midden GR: 469837 

3 Hukarere Road. Midden 60 cm beneath clay overlay, exposed when gas 

pipe laid. Very black soil, charcoal, cockle and a few cooks turban. Its extent 

could not be determined but it started about 5 m from the SE corner of the 

house and went under the house. Subsequently shell and a piece of 

obsidian have been found in the vegetable garden on the south side of the 

house. This midden is possibly part of the elusive Hukarere Pa. Bishop 

William Williams built his house on this site in 1868 and named it Hukarere 

after the hill. An early photograph c.1860s shows terracing running down the 

ridge to the south of this site. 

Matapane Pa The location of this site is unknown. Patrick Parsons 

speculates that it may have been built in the vicinity of Goldsmith Terrace. 3 

Sites between Te Whanganui a Orotu, Puketitiri Road and Park Island. 

The following five sites are on the edge of Wairoaiti bay. 

V21/13 pits GR: 388888 

A group of six pits on a spur with an outlier on the slope to the west. 

V21/14 pitS/cultivation GR:389888 

Four groups of pits and terraces most probably associated with V21 113 and 

V21/15. 
V21/15 pits/midden GR:388887 

A group of 4 pits and some midden consisting of cockle, pipi,whelk, trumpet 

shell, cats eye, charcoal and hangi stone. 

V21/16 pits/cultivation GR: 382886 
5 pits and small terraces. 

V21/24 pits GR: 385889 

3 pits seen on aerial photograph. 

The next seven sites V21-23 are all on the Maraetara ridge and have nearly 

all been levelled, leaving only faint traces. The ridge was formerly one of the 

more densely populated settlement areas. 

3Parsons, 1995, pp.16-18 



V21/17 settlemenV?pa GR: 404883 

This is a defensible situation, but there is no defensive ditch at the neck of 

the headland. 

V21/18 settlement GR: 402876 

This site has been levelled but midden and the remains of two terraces 

remained in 1977. 

V21/19 terraces/pits. GR: 3988n 

Pits and extensive terracing on north facing slopes. 

V21/20 terraces/pits GR: 394876 

A small site consisting of two terraces, five pits and midden. 

V21/21 terraces/pits GR: 393873 

Three terraces, 8 pits and midden. 

V21/22 terraces/?house GR: 390871 

Two terraces and two pits on north facing slope with midden scatter. 

V21/23 pits GR: 387870 

8 pits on highest point of ridge and 12 large deep pits on west facing slopes. 

This site is still in reasonable condition. 

The next group of sites is clustered around Koutouroa bay and extends west 

towards the Puketitiri road. 

The following four sites may comprise one kainga. 

V21/236 pitslterraces GR: 392868 

Six pits and five terraces below V21 1235 - part of same complex. 

V21/234 pits GR: 389867 

Eight large pits some very deep, surrounded by indentations. 

V21/235 terraces GR: 391867 

A series of terraces running down the ridge, covered in gorse. 

V21/233 terraces/midden GR: 388866. 

V21/240 pits/terraces GR: 386863 

This is a separate site and consists of a series of pits (7) and terraces 

running down a low knoll towards the lagoon. 

V21/26 pa Koutouroa. GR: 394859 

This pa is on a coastal headland sloping north to the swamp and bordered on 

the east by a 40ft cliff to Te Whanganui a Orotu. Its defences are complex: 

there are three transverse ditches with internal banks spaced out down the 

headland, the innermost being the largest. A lateral ditch with an internal 

scarp protects the landward side. The interior is level containing only two 



small pits and three slight terraces. In November 1990 the site was 

subjected to radiocarbon collection with shell samples being collected from 

three separate areas. 

V21126 Koutouroa (shell) (less 330 years) 

750 ± 50 years BP = 1530 ± 50 (AD) 

840 ± 45 years BP = 1440 ± 45 (AD) 

710 ± 45 years BP = 1570 ± 45 (AD) 
V21/214 pits GR: 393858 

This site is adjacent to Koutouroa pa and comprises four pits on the top of the 

ridge. A house site was bulldozed between the two pairs of pits, and midden 

from which samples were taken was exposed and in the case of Midden A, 

destroyed. 

The following three sites are on a ridge on the west side of Koutouroa bay. 

V21/231 pitslterraces/midden GR: 383861 

Pits on terraces facing north and east. Extensive midden containing shell, 

hangi stone and charcoal. 

V21/232 pits GR: 383862 

Four pits on the ridge above V21 1231 . 

V21/242 midden GR: 385861 

These two sites are on the lower slopes of the south side of Koutouroa bay. 

V21/25 terraces/midden GR: 387857 

V21/27 terraces GR: 387857 

The next group of sites is on the ridge west of Koutouroa bay and east of 

Puketitiri road. 

V21/230 pits/midden GR: 379857 

Associated with V21/229. At least 6 pitslindentations, terraces and midden 

V21/229 pits/midden GR: 378857 

Two pits. 

V21/228 pits GR: 376856 

A string of three pits beside the water tank on the ridge. 

V21/207 pits GR: 378853 

This site has been partially destroyed in order to build a house on it. It 

consisted of nine pits and a terrace. Two middens were exposed and 

samples collected from them. The shells were all common estuarine 

species: Paphies australis, Chione stutchburyi, Venerupis largillierti and 

Amphibola crenata. Venerupis is usually confined to subtidal channels. Two 

pieces of obsidian were collected. 



Between 1-2 km west of these sites is the pa Kohukete which is recorded 

as four separate sites. 
V21/3 Pitslmiddenlterraces GR: 364853 

V21/4 

V21/5 

Ditchlmiddenlterraces GR: 363854 

BanklditchIPitslmiddenlterraces GR: 363854 

The defended pa is sited on the highest pOint of the eastern ridge overlooking 

a narrow column between a sheer fall towards Puketitiri Road and a steep 

gully on the west. At this point the ridge is only 4-5 m wide. 

The defences consist of an inner scarp, a ditch and an internal bank, 1 m high 

and 3m on outer slope. The summit of the area within these defences is 

defined by a second scarp and the level top is about 28 paces square with 

eight pits on it. Occupation in the form of pits and terraces continues for 

about half a mile southwards down th ridge to its end. The bank is very sharp 

and well-preserved which suggests a late date for its construction. 

This pa was obviously an important centre for the local population. It 

commands an easy route to the inner harbour at Koutouroa although it is set 

well inland. 
V21/6 midden/terraceslpits GR: 362852 

This extensive settlement on the parallel ridge is undefended. 

V2118 vertical ditch and bank GR: 364846 

This is south of Kohukete. It runs up the hill to the first brow. 

V21fi midden/pits GR: 351854 

This site is west of Kohukete on a narrow ridge rising from the valley floor. 

There are three pits on the eastern side of the ridge and two possible pit 

areas on the opposite side of the ridge. 

The following five sites are on the hills on the northwestern side of Kohutere. 

V21/12 terraces GR: 393851 

V211238 

V21/239 

V21/10 

?pitlterrace GR: 394851 

pit GR: 394849 

pit group GR: 388846 

A compact group of ten pits occupying the whole width of the saddle. On the 

hill slope to the east of V21 11 0 there is a probable "garden area" with many 

tiny terraced plots 

V21/11 settlement! terraces GR: 389849 

This site is in a defensible situation. The garden areas lie below it towards 

the stream. 

V21/237 pits GR: 392848 



On knoll south of V21/11. Twelve pits, three on the lower knoll and nine on 

the higher part. 

V211181 terraces GR: 396848 

This site is on the southern side of Kohutere. It consists odf two terraces, a 

single pit and midden scatter. 

V2119 pa Poraiti GR: 399845 

This pa is also called Pa Poto. Colenso records visiting Te Poraiti in June 

1847. In 1850 he again mentions visiting Te Poraiti where he met the aged 

Tareahi whose children and grandchilren composed the majority of the Ngati 

Hinepare tribe. After the death of Tareahi in about 1855 the pa was 

abandoned and the people moved to Omarunui. 

In 1990 the site was subject to test excavations to record stratigraphy and 

collect radiocarbon samples. 

V2119 (Poto) shell (less 330) 
660 ± 55 1620 ± 55 

790 ± 50 1490 ± 50 

These C14 dates indicate that this site may have been inhabited from as early 

as c.1490 AD. 

V21/211 urupa Te Rere a Tawhaki GR: 401843 

This is on the neighbouring ridge to te Poraiti pa. Tareahi was buried here. 

His son spoke of his father's death in the Pirau case. "On the point of death 

he asked me and Porokoru to bury him where he was so as to hear the sea 

on the beach. "4 

V21/21 0 midden GR: 399842 

Extensive shell midden associated with V21 /9. 

These sites are around Ballantyne's lake and Karamuiti swamp (now 

drained,) and on the hills close by. 

V21fl4 pits GR: 388835 

Three small pits on the crest of a low ridge west of Ballantyne's lake. 
V21flS terraces GR: 389834 

A terrace on the crest of the knoll south of the lake with two others lower 

down and a small pit even futher down the slope. 

V21flS terraces GR: 391837 

Two terraces on the south facing slopes on the northeastern end of lake. 

V21/224 Pits GR: 387831 

4Napier Minute Book 17, pp.170-1. in Ahuriri Estuary and Surrounds: Places of Spiritual 
Significance to the Maori, Patrick Parsons, February 1995. 



Six pits running down the spur south of the lake. 

V21/225 Pits/midden GR: 385830 

Three pits, (one raised rim), three indentations and exposed midden west 

of V21/224. 

V211226 Pits GR: 388832 

At least two pits on a spur south west of the lake. 

V21/227 pits/midden GR: 385833 

One raised rim pit on spur, just above the drained Karamuiti swamp. The pit 

has since been destroyed for a driveway. It contained hangi stone and burnt 

posts. A smaller indistinct pit was further up the slope. There was a lot of 

midden eroding down the sides of the spur. 

Approximately a kilometre south of this collection of sites ,on the south side of 

the Puketitiri Road is another site. 
V21/130 pits GR: 3831820 

There are eight pits along the crest of a broad ridge overlooking the forer 

Turirau swamp. 

There are a few more sites recorded on the hills around the edge of the 

former Te Whanganui a Orotu lagoon. It is likely that if a full archaeological 

survey was made of the properties on the Wharerangi and Western hills that 

many more sites would be identified. These sites have all been reported by 

Patrick Parsons. 
V21/265 midden Te Heru Heru GR: 405841 

This is said to be a kainga of Whatumamoa. It is on the SW corner of the 

main outfall channel draining the former Te Whanganui a Orotu. 

V21/266 pits GR: 405838 
Pits east of Nilgiri Rd. 
V21/194 pa Ohuarau GR: 406841 
This pa was bulldozed in1970s or 1980s by the landowner for no apparent 
reason. Defensive ditch apparent on aerial photograph. 
V21/195 pa Te Ika a Tuwhenua. GR: 408832 

The site was bulldozed for a road or house site. Reportedly a definite ditch 

and a good deal of shell midden was originally present. 

V21/213 Burial GR: 404829 

Uncovered during drainage work in July 1982. No remains. Dated to 480-

550 BP (1330-1400 AD) 

V21/219 Burial GR:406828 
Also uncovered during drainage work in 1982. 

V21/209 Pa Te Umuroimata GR: 413822 



A little island between Wharerangi and Park Island cemetaries, beside the 

Taipo stream. It is said to have been built by Te Kereru the son of Hikawera 

II who was a prominent earlier chief .. Legend says the name comes from an 

occasion when the inhabitants were surprised by an attack, but fought bravely 

and fended off their foe. While they were carrying the vanquished to the umu 

their women were crying over their own dead.5 

V2111 midden GR: 414814 

Shell midden exposed in ditch on the road to the cemetery at Park Island. 
V21/2 midden GR: 418818 

Midden. Some areas are intact. In the present cemetary all the cliff edge 

graves are dug in shell midden. There is further destruction when graves 

are dug. 

There are a few recorded sites on the hills between Park Island and Taradale. 

There may be more, but those recorded are sufficient to demonstrate 

occupation of this area by Maori in pre-European times. 

V21/268 midden GR: 412817 

This is on the hill between Cato and Oak roads. 

V21/270 pit GR: 406814 

On hill west of Puketitiri Road, on stretch between Oak and Fryers roads. 

V21/269 pit GR: 405806 

A single well-defined pit in the pine trees on a knob above the Taipo creek. 

V21fl3 pitslmiddenlterraces GR: 402798 

Area on ridge above Mary Knoll to west of Mission vineyards, below Sugar 

Loaf hill, Church Road, Taradale. 

V21fl9 pits/terraces GR:399792 

Three terraces and three pits on lower eastern end of the spur with four or five 

more pits and a terrace on the crest and western slopes. (This is possibly the 

site marked as Pukekura pa on the map and registered as N134/29 by Mr 

Verry in 1963.) 
V21/80 terraces/pits GR: 396792 

Three pits and two terraces on end of a spur southwest of Sugar Loaf 

hill.There is a steep fall on the south side to the former swamp which still 

floods from time to time. 

V21181 pit group GR: 394791 

Eight pits and a terrace on a flat area on lower side of Puketapu Road, just 

beyond the first bend from Taradale. 

5Pers. comm. Patrick Parsons. 



V211215 pitslterraces GR: 396787 

Six pits and/or terraces on eastern side of hill on south side of Puketapu 

Road. 

West of Taradale there are a number of sites on the hills on the northern side 

of the Tutaekuri River. 

V21/41 pa GR: 390n2 Otatara 
V211168 terrace/pits GR: 390770 

The largest and most famous archaeological site in Hawkes Bay is Otatara 

Pa. It is situated on the left bank of the Tutaekuri River, above the Waiohiki 

Bridge on State Highway 5. The extensive settlement covers 40 hectares 

and comprises numerous pits, terraces and midden and two pa: the upper 

one Hikurangi and the lower, Otatara, which has been almost completely 

destroyed by quarrying. 

In January 1990 during an excavation of a terrace at otatara pa charcoal was 

collected and dated at 414 ± 63 BP. In 1991 two shell samples were 

collected from middens on the pa and dated at 810 ± 45 BP and 750 ± 45 BP. 

Radiocarbon dating suggests that Otatara pa was occupied during the late 

15th century and early 16th century. 

The following three sites are adjacent to Otatara Pa Historic Reserve. 

V21/218 pits GR:387767 

Nine or so pits on a ridge top on a spur below Hikurangi. 

V211217 pits GR: 385768 

Sixteen or so pits on a ridge on a spur below Hikurangi. 

V21/42 pits GR:383769 
A series of pits on a knoll below Otatara pa. 

Of the following six sites, five are pa. This indicates that there will be more 

settlement areas in the vicinity which have not yet been recorded. Pa do not 

generally exist in isolation, but were places where people could retreat to 

when threatened. 

V21R8 pa GR:378770 

This pa is on Springfield Road, about 0.5km beyond the Electricity sub-station 

and opposite the Napier City rubbish dump. It is on the crest of a steep­

sided hill about 100 ft high and within easy reach of the Tutaekuri River. 



V21JB2 pa GR: 376775 

This pa is at the end of a narrow ridge with very steep scarps to the river on 

the west and on the east to a gully. It, was defended by three transverse lines. 

The site is related to the river not to the hill system as it is well below the crest 

of the hill. 

V21/123 pa GR: 374819 

This pa is on a low flat-topped knoll about 100 ft above the flat and has a 

wetlmarked defensive scarp along the northeastern side turning to the east 

and ending in a slip. The top has been levelled. 

V21/124 pitslterrace GR: 372789 

Six pits and a terrace on a ridge off Springfield Road. 

V21/125 pa GR: 376796 

On ridge top North east of V21 1124. Defended across the neck of the ridge 

by two banks and ditches. Inside the pa are two pits and a ?house site. 

V21151 Pa GR: 366799 Puketapu 

On west side of Springfield Road, going north, just before the junction with 

Puketapu Road. The pa was once an island in the Turirau swamp. It also is 

a European grave site. The defences are on the south and east sides where 

strong scarps have been dug, probably with a ditch around the south east 

angle. On the west and north steep slopes to the river and swamp provide 

natural defence. There are about 8-10 small terraces and ten pits inside the 

pa. The grave of John Heslop(1894) and Thomas Heslop enclosed by an iron 

railing is on the top of the pa. 

V21/197 pits GR: 360833 

This site is located approximately 1.8 km due west of the intersection of 

Puketapu and Puketitiri Roads on a high point between two streams. 

The following site is the only recorded site alongside the river for 

approximately ten kilometres. It is to be expected that there would be far 

fewer sites inland, but this paucity may be indicative of the lack of 

archaeological field surveys in this area. 
V21/243 terraces GR: 356816 

Two terraces overlooking the river on the hill to the west of the Puketapu 

Hotel. 

V21/188 pa GR: 297842 



This site is just above the Dartmoor Road. The ditch and bank systems are 

visible along the road cut. The site has been damaged by the construction of 

Dartmoor Road and farm tracks. It is on a river terrace on the north side of 

the Tutaekuri river. The western edge is flat and was defended by a series of 

at least four ditch and bank constructions which are obscured by dense 

blackberry. Inside the pa is a shallow pit and a short length of ditch and eight 

raised rim pits in a line which are seaprated by low banks and drains. 

V21/191 Pa Ononi GR: 244858 

This pa is on the south side of the Tutaekuri river and thus is not strictly within 

the Ahuriri block. It is about another ten kilometres further up the river from 

the previous site. It is on an isolated hill at 120 m elevation with good natural 

defences. The western end has been scarped and there is also a low bank 

on this side. There are seven pits in the central area. 

The final two sites recorded on this map are both inland. 

V21/196 pits GR: 280867 
Perhaps 20 pits on a low plateau above the Mangaone river. 
V211198 pits GR: 297869 

A cluster of pits to the south of a large bend in the Mangone river, 2.5 km 

west of Apley Road. 

V20 Esk 

The first cluster of sites is at the northern end of Te Whanganui a Orotu, 

around Maporiki hill and on the eastern side of the hills between Bay View 

and the turnoff to the NapierfTaupo road. 

V20no middenlterrace GR: 424906 

On the south eastern end of Maporiki hill which protrudes into the northern 

end of Te Whanganui a Orotu. The site was a flattened area surrounded by a 

bulldozed track. It has since been built on. 
V20n7 pits GR: 416917 

This site is on the hill south of Seafield Road and consists of eight pits, the 

largest of which is 6m x 12m and badly damaged by the gateway which cuts 

through it. 
V20/S0 pits GR: 419913 

On the western end of Maporiki hill beside the farm track there are five 

damaged pits and one or two possible terraces. 
V20181 terraces GR: 420912 



A series of terraces running down the north eastern facing ridge. They are 

probably the vestiges of a larger settlement which is no longer apparent 

because the land has been disked. 
V20JB2 terraces GR: 417913 

On the western ridge on the north western end of Maporiki hill. There is a 

series of terraces running down the ridge. The site is possibly more extensive 

than is immediately obvious. 
V20/83 pitslmidden GR: 417915 

This site crosses two land titles. Scattered midden is apparent in the 

vegetable garden of the cottage and there are two ill-defined pits on the north 

western side of the cottage. About 10m blow the boundary fence are two 

more damaged pits. 

The following sites comprise the large and straggling pa Heipipi which 

extended for about three quarters of a mile from the base of the Glenvale 

(Esk) winery up the spur, across the neck where it is joined by a second spur 

and ending at a small transverse ditch on the far side of a 300ft knoll. the 

lower spur known as Titi 0 Hawea cannot logically be separated from the 

Heipipi complex. 
V20/9 middenslpitslterraces GR: 429916 

Terraces pits and midden on the spur below the house overlooking Bay View 

village. 

V20/10 middenlpitslpostholeslterraces GR: 426916 

Directly above the house. The site consists of four terraces running down 

the south side and there are eight pits. 

V20/11 middenlpitslterrace GR: 425915 

This site consists of a series of terraces on the eastern slope of the hill. 

There were six definite pits and a wide area of midden containing burnt stone 

and shells including Lunella smargola, chione stutchburyi and amphidesma 

australa. 

V20112 pitslterraces GR:429915 

This part of the complex is situated on an arc-shaped ridge and is quite 

exposed commanding a view of the whole of the coast. There are four 

terraces and fourteen pits. 

V20/14 pitslrua GR: 427917 

Two pits, maybe three, lying on a north -south axis. There is a rua cut in the 

clay wall of a terrace which was dry inside with a clay floor and walls. 

Shell from V2019-14 has been radiocarbon dated. The sample was collected 

in November 1990 from exposed midden. 



Dates received are 730±45 BP, 680±45 BP and 700±45 BP. These 

radiocarbon dates indicate that Heipipi was occupied during the 16th century. 

V20113 middenlpits/stone wall GR: 432919 

This site has been damaged by vine cultivatio.n, but midden a fireplace, 

tE3rraces and stones in alignment form a wall 

V20130 middenlpitslterraces GR: 431921 

This part of Heipipi comprises midden five pits and two terraces. It extends 

up a ridge and commands an excellent view of the sea to the east. 

The next group of sites further north along these hills have been modified 

and in some instances destroyed as part of a subdivision. 

V20/15 ditch and bank GR: 434932 

The purpose of this has not been determined. It is a rectangular ditch and 

bank enclosing an area of 12-15 m. As well as this enclosure the site 

originally include four pits and a terrace, but it has now been desroyed. 

V20/16 pa GR: 433929 

The site is described as a pa with a bank, house floor, middens and thirteen 

pits. 

V20/17 ditch/pitslterrace GR: 432930 

This site originally consisted of sixteen raised rim pits, a terrrace and shell 

midden. There are now twelve and a half pits because road widening has 

destroyed some of them. One pit 12m x 1 m is locally called the 'canoe site' 

because the pit ressembles the hull of a small canoe. Jones has interpreted 

it as a sawpit. (SRF 1988) 

V20/18 pits GR: 432929 

This site consisted of raised rim pits on the crest of the ridge. It was 

destroyed by a house erected in 1986. 

V20131 pits GR: 431931 

This site consisted of groups of raised rim pits on the principal ridge running 

up to the south west from the intersection of Kaimata Road and SH2. Most 

of the site was destroyed in 1985. The profile of a large pit appears in a 

section behind the newly erected house. At the eastern end of the site are 

five shell middens on the sea side of the road nd one large midden on the 

western side. 

V 20/8 pa Kaimata GR: 435937 

The final site recorded along these hills is Kaimata pa which is immediately 

above the Napier-Taupo road junction. The top has been flattened by a 

bulldozer but the west side and the end of the spur are still intact. Originally 

there were two transverse ditches across the neck of the spur. On the 



exterior of the pa there are ten or more rectangular pits and a considerable 

amount of shell midden. 

There are several sites recorded in the vicinity of Rukumoana Road off the 

Napier-Taupo highway. 

V20123 pitslterraces GR: 264084 

This is an extensive settlement of six pits and over thirty terraces. The 

eastern part is in pine trees, but the part of the site on the neighbouring 

property is grazed. 

V20166 open settlement GR: 266079 

This site is off Rukumoana Road, between the county road and 

Waikimakitangata stream. A large number of house sites terraces and pits. 

hnagi stones found above the stream. 
V20/24 pitslterraces GR: 254073 

This site consists of one large terrace and a small pit on the hill behind it. The 

area is now planted in pine trees. 
V20125 pa Motu 0 ruru GR: 256065 

This pa is in a ben dof the Mangaone river, situated on a peninsula 

connected to the mainland by a very narrow neck and on either side of the 

entranceway is a great precipice which could only be a approached by one or 

two people at a time. The descent to the river was protected by a ditch and 

bank. The site has been badly damaged with most of the central part being 

flattened, but fireplaces and a few pits remain. 

V20126 pitslterraces GR: 091646 

A series of large terraces along the the main ridge which has been cut 

through by a Forestry road. One pit. 

The following three sites are on the western margin of the map. 

V20/1 rock drawing GR: 113150 

This is a large rock on the banks of the Makahu river on which have been 

engraved three parallel lines 25 cm in length, a 15 cm arrow parallel to these 

lines and another arrow at a 45 degree angle from the top line. No pa site is 

known in this area, but the land owner exhibited a small triangular shaped 

argillite adze, (broken) and a larger sandstone one in the process of 

manufacture. These artefacts, and the hot springs 4 miles distant suggest 

Maori occupation at some stage. But it is debatable whether the drawing is 

Maori or European. 

V20/33 rock shelter GR: 128057 



This rock shelter was excavated during 1960-62 by R A Whittle. The faunal 

material included NZ quail, NI kaka, pigeon, morepork, red-fronted parakeet, 

saddleback, NI thrush, tui, NI kiwi, little extinct weka, NI weka, NI kokako, teal, 

paradise duck and a whimbril (Asiatic), as we" as mudflat pipi, mussel and 

kiore. A broken bird harpoon and two fragments of worked bone were also 

recovered. A" the material was found in direct association with human 

occupation in the top six inches of the shelter floor and the top twelve inches 

of the talus slope. 

V20n rock shelter GR: 145042 

This site is near a small creek half a mile downstream from the little Bush­

Te Wairere boundary. It was excavated by R A Whittle during 1960-61 

using a spade and knife and sieving the material when possible. there were 

two distinct occupation layers. The first in the top six inches, followed by 

twelve inches of coarse silt and then the second layer which was up to three 

inches thick followed by a stiff clay containing some moa bone. Material from 

the occupation layers included bird bones, kiore, tuatara and human bone. 

There were also flakes of obsidian, pieces of red ochre, pipi and mussel 

shells. 

These three sites relatively close to the Kaweka Range are firm indication of 

pre-European occupation of the area of the Ahuriri Block by Maori. More 

field investigations and surveys are very likely to reveal more archaeological 

sites in this area. 

Protection 

TheResource Management Act 1991 and the Historic Places Act 1993 are 

the legislation concerned with the protection of Heritage in New Zealand. 

Sec.6 (e) of the Resource Management Act requires all persons exercising 

functions and powers under it, in relation to managing the use, development 

and protection of natural and physical resources, to recognise and provide for 

the relationship of Maori and their culture and traditions with their ancestral 

lands, water, sites, waahi tapu, and other taonga. Sec. 7 (a) requires these 

people to have particular regard to Kaitiakitanga and Sec. 7 (e) requires them 

to have particular regard to the recognition and protection of the heritage 



values of sites, buildings, places or areas. Sec. 8 requires them to take into 

account the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi (Te Tiriti 0 Waitangi). 

The Historic Places Act 1993 defines an archaeological site as any place in 

New Zealand that 

(a) Either -

(i) Was associated with human activity that occurred before 1900; or 

(ii)ls the site of the wreck of any vessel where that wreck occurred before; 

and 

(b) Is or may be able through investigation by archaeological methods to 

provide evidence relating to the history of New Zealand. 

Sec.10 of the Act states that Archaeological sites shall not be destroyed, 

damaged or modified except pursuant to an authority granted by the Historic 

PlacesTrust. 

In 1995 the Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment decided to 

review the environmental management system for managing and protecting 

historic places in New Zealand and the ability of the New Zealand Historic 

PlacesTrust to perform its functions. The scope of historic and cultural 

heritage addressed was land-based and included areas, places and tangible 

objects. Four broad and overlaping types of heritage were considered: places 

of significance to maori, archaeological sites, historic buildings and structures 

and cultural landscapes. 

The following excerpts from the Summary Report: Historic and Cultural 

Heritage iManagement in New Zealand indicate that the protection of 

archaeological sites and waahi tapu is at present not satisfactory. It is to be 

hoped that parliament take notice of the Parliamentary Commissioner's 

Report and recommendations. 

The Parliamentary Commissioner concluded that the Resource Management 

Act 1991 (RMA) does not provide sufficient recognition of heritage values as 

part of New Zealand's environmental and national identity. It is 

recommended that the Minister for the Environment amend Part II of the 

RMA so that IIrecognition and protection of the heritage values of sites, 

buildings, places or areasll becomes a matter of national importance. 



The present archaeological provisions of the Historic Places Act 1993 (HPA) 

are inadequate in comparison to resource consent processes under the RMA. 

Itis recommended that the Minister. for the Environment consult with the 

Ministe responsible for historic and cultural heritage on the desirability of 

placing the archaeological site authority provisions of the HPA within the 

RMA. 

Territorial authorities are the primary protection agencies for historic and 

cultural heritage protection at the local level. However their current 

performance is very variable. It is recommended that all territorial 

authorities recognise their primary protection role for historic and cultural 

heritage under the RMA and to use available protection measures 

accordingly. 

There is very important work to be done at the regional level, including giving 

effect to heritage sections of regional policy statements and plans, giving 

support to territorial authorities in carrying out their responsibilities, and 

coordinating heritage sUNeys where appropriate. It is recommended that 

all Regional Councils recognise and give effect to their role in integrated 

heritage management within their regions. 

The lack of funding for historic and cultural heritage seriously hampers the 

implementation of the wide range of mechanisms which are potentially 

available for heritage protection. 1t Is recommended that the Minister 

responsible for historic and cultural heritage review the Crown Purchase 

Agreements covering historic and cultural heritage to ensure that al/ core and 

statutory functions are funded appropriately and adequately and establish 

funds for the acquisition of nationally significant historic and cultural heritage 

places and for various heritage protection and management measures. It is 

recommended that territorial authorities establish local incentive funds for 

similar purposes. 6 

6Summary Report: Historic and Cultural Heritage Management in New Zealand, June 1996, 
Office of the Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment, Te Kaitiaki Taiao ate Whare 
Paremata, PO Box 10-241, Wellington. 
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