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MOHAKA WAIXARE CONFISCATIONS
COSTOMARY USAGE REPORT

INTRODUCTION

The Obijectives of this Revort

The function of the Waitangi Tribunal is to examine Maori
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ted in the loss of a wezlth of trad

Under normal circumstances each of the blocks within the
confiscation boundaries would have passed through the Natiwvs Land
Court to determine the rightful cwners but the confiscaticn
cancelled out customary rights, and in most cases no evidsnces was
recorded.

The pre-confiscation Maori lived clo

ge to the land and was
nurtured both physically and spiritually by it. Much of ths
evidence documented in this report reslates to this. Not onlv

traditional food resources are exz
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d but also Maori medicines,
changing diets, a changing way cf 1if

M

and & gradual letting go
of a once valued possession.

A proverb associated with the claimants has survived:
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and the hapu of the coasc.

c
ss of self-estsem. One of the ressults is that the ycung pecplis
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longer identify with the lands cf their ancest

The Journa of Williams Colensoc ars the ezriisst writ
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of the arez, frcm 1845 to 1852 hs passed through the area
confiscated in 1867 on his missionary rounds. He observsd ti
daily activities in the various settlemencts and commentsd on
their cultivations and other focd rssources. Eis journal £
have been drawn on to help reconstruct a traditional way of 1
that exists no longer.

ibunal claims ars Maori claims and the Tribunzal
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expects this to be reflected in the evidence
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e Report sets out to address this.

The Sources for the Report
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12s been written about Maori Customary and
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t food resources and usage on the many blocks within
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the Mohaka Waikare Confiscation boundariss.

The objective of this paper is to compile all the relevant
evidence gathsred beginning from some of the early recordings of
Missionary William Colenso's travels as he journeyed to some of
the land blocks between 1844 and 1852. He had witnessed or

bserved Maori in their scattered plantations
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Living oral accounts by kaumatuz (including Eurcpeans) ars
recorded who all give an excellsnt acccunt of Customary and
Trzditional focd resource and natural resscurces for medicinzal and
constructional usage.

overlaps into the confiscaticns and gi- I hers
vidence is scarce due tc Native Title being extinguished by the

confiscations.

Information collated from the evidznce clezarly identifiss that
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Maori who want bird snarin
the bush.

crops. Because of this se
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as i
and coastal Maori sharsd their focd rssources.

Coastal areas where kaimoana was gathered and fish were caught

included Tangoio, Arapaoznui and Waikare.

The hunting .of pigs and bird snaring took place on blocks such as
Tarawera, Tataraakina, Purahotangihia and Tutira. Pakeha
cropping occurred mainly on the coastal blocks, Tangoio, Petane,

Arapaocanuil, Moeangiangi and Te

As their food resources stabiliz=d the Mazori abandoned their

nomadic lifestyle and became permanent whanau hapu on th
blocks of land.
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2. TE KUTA EVIDENCE
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Evidence extracted from the beoks refers to Maori occupaticnal rights, and there
traditional and customary usage of land, and river on the Te Kuta block. Also

makes mention of the Waikare, Awa- Totara (Waowaototara), and Te Heru o
Tureia blocks.
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8. SUMMARY

The Colenso journals are the earliest dated written
account we have of the Monaka Waikar=s lands. 1In his travels

through the district he gives a clear picturs of occupatiocn and

of customary usage.

It is clear Cclenso as a missicnary used two walking tracks which
crossed the Mcohaka-Waikars Ccnfiscation blccks. The track to the
-interior follcwed the Esk river up to Kaiwak

along the edge cf the Kaiwaka forest to Tz Pohue. The path

continued throuch
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he Ohurakurz fores

o
néd down to the Mongka river. It then prcceseded in the directicn

fu

of the present day Napier-Taupo highway to Tarawera whers ths Fa
was located.

The coast route passed Petane Pz continuing along the coast to
Ngamoerangi on the southern side of Tangoio Lagoon. It continusd
to Tangoio then overland to Aropaoanui then followed close to the

coast line on to Waikare.

Colenso constantly travelled to all these areas carrying out his

many duties as a missionary. Ee saw the importance of Tangoio as
a centre of population. It enabled him to make contact with man
cf the rangatira of the area and those frcm the other hapu. EHis

early association with Tarehz has already been noted.

Ee had a beneficial influence on the Maori although whalers from
the nearby whaling station at Whakaari did little to support him.
It is clear that Colenso's presence made it easier for the

settlers to make contact with Maori and subsequently to take
advantage of them.



He noticed Maori in their scattered plantations cultivating
potatoes and kumara, .and harvesting wheat, and their dependance
on being able to cultivate a wide range and number of cultivation
sites. This was particularly so for those communities based away
from the coast. Many communities had begum to cultivate wheat
and maize on their plantations and provide enough for sale. On
one occasion he observed Maori driving pigs to market over the
Titiokura saddle to Napier. The Maori displayed generous

hospitality when Colenso arrived, sharing whatever food rasources
they possessed.

Timber felled from the natural bush with the encouragement and
assistance of Colenso was used to build chapels for religious
services. The communities throuchout the area invested
considerable time and effort in building chapels, particularly
bearing in mind the burden of ensuring sufficient food was
available. He was amazed at the capabilities and the pride Maori
displayed in the erection of the chapels.

The value of the Colenso Journals is that they show distribution
of hapu, identify principal chiefs and subtribes (although not
named in this report these are mentioned in the Historical
Overview Report prepared by Patrick Parsons) and give an insight

into the impact of Christianity on their traditional way of life.



The major sourcs of the Customary Usage Rercrt is the oral
evidence collectsad from Xaumatua; both Maori and Zzkehaz It
SUpD ocumented material already mentionsd in this

During the oral interviews mest i1f nct

supcvcried by Pakeha emphasised the importance

and culture tikanga. They highlighted parci
T

observation of customs and work undert

The information and perscnal ex
their childhood up to the pres
e WAI 299 Claim. They spezk of the many arszs whers
natural ressources were gathersd either for food cor as building
s

material and as medicine. Tutirz was one such place documented

Ih

in Guthries Smith's book. Several of the Kaumatuz who ars
descendants of 2 o]

Anaru Kune and Pera Anaru, bcth ¢ wh

mentioned in the book, speak of their perscnal experisnces in the

Activities along the sez coast from Tangoio to the mouth of the

Waikazre river are discussed as well as the inland arsa of the

Maungaharuru range, Ngatapa, Tataraakina, Tarawsra and
Purahotangihia. The significance of the Mohaka, Waipungas,
Waiohinaanga and Aropacanui rivers and the Tangoio lagoon is
deal

t with in this report.

The Maori lived close to naturs and observe

s a

going fishing, diving for kaimcana and trapoing or shooting wild
game. By observing the appearance of leaves, flowers and berries
on certain native trees they knew when natural rssources were

available for food or other usage. When going esling at lake

Tutira they would wait for a certain rainfall on a particular
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month of the year. They cnly tcck what was needed, clezxrly
t

ing Maori were ccnservaticnisc.
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Seed for domestic or marksting use was prepared and sew

according to the seasons and climats in the various arszas.
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Methods of preservation cf natural focé resources and cu

1lcirated

foods are clearly illustrated by Xaumatua.
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Maori were the major labcur fcrce in the area, as well as Lei
markset gardeners providing prcduces for

throughout the country. To sustzin the family throughcut ths
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year they were employed as generzl farm hands, shepherds and

manager of sheepfarms. One of the main areas of employment
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shearing and woolhandlin
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v worksd on rail and road
maintenance and construction works as shovelhands, machine

operators and foremen/cverseers. In the interior areas
Tataraakina people wers emplo

procducts and provisions cverland where road access was limited.
Some functioned as storskeepers st Tarawera, providing alsc
delivery service to and from Nepisr. Forestry labour was anothsr
area where people found employment, not only out in the £

as machine opéfators in the timber mills. Clearing and fellin
of bush and the cutting of scrub, and zlso rabbiting wers cther
sources of employment.

When the 1931 earthquakes struck at Petane and Tangoio it rssult
in the drying out of the Tangcio Lagoon and general damags to the
land. This was closely followed by t
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depression and ths big
1938 flood which ruined all cropping t

families in food the people had

nd. In order to kssp

to find employment further
afield, as far away as Wairoz, often having to accept focd zs
payment .

They then had to return to lands that were virtually ruined by
debris and silt. This resulted in the loss of fertility to the

small Maori blocks of cropping land which became uneconomical to
manage.




Added to that the continue

d
resource arszs, to make way for pasture farming and s

The introduction cf new farming technigques inciuded chemicals in
fertilizers and sprays Usage ci sucnh sprays ressultad in runciffs
from the land, polluting lakes, estuaries and water-ways,

resulting in destruction of
the establishment of the Whirinaki timber mill has caussd

discharge ci wasts into the s

c
Tangoio. Thi

s
natural fccd ressourcs

Modern society has made great cemands cn the Macri The Macri
way of life has been adversely affected by Crown .administraticn
of Maori reserves and legislaticn rsculring licences to fish and
permits to hunt. Only having primary school education facilities
available and lacking in employment, Mezori resluctantly havs had
to part with the way of life of their tipuna, their ancestrzl
lands, rix vers, lakes and sea coast and 211 their taonga They
have been forced to move into the urban areas to live and compets

s
in a world for which they are not well equipped
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dentity with the lands of their tipuna along

was a loss of 1 i with
all the spiritual and cultural values

The hapu ask the Waitangi Tribunal to rsturn these taonga that

once belonged to our tipuna, so that ws along with the futurs
generations of mokopuna can stand tall and remain proud of cur

heritage.
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Summary

The first thing which becomes apparent on reading these kaumatua interviews is that
they have a very limited knowledge of the Mohaka- Waikare Confiscations. There are

several reasons for this.

1. It was a painful experience for their tipuna. They wished to blot out of their minds so
did'nt talk about it.

2. They did'nt want their mokopuna to habour the grievences of the past so they kept this
knowledge from them.

3. They felt shame that some of their relatives were used as justification for the confisca-

tions because they had sided with the Hauhau.

4. They felt bitter about the lands retained by the Government or awarded to others

without customary rights. The cost of the contesting these injustices was crippling and

forced further sales on them.

The second issue that arises is an economic one. The lack of ready cash gave the Crown

a permanent advantage in any transactions.
1. Challenging the Kaiwaka ruling through the Privy-Council involved heavy expenses.

2. The expenses of the Tarawera and Tataraakina hearings required the sell-off of large

tracks of native timber.

3. There were no money for payment of rates which amassed until they were forced to sell
the land .
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4. Maori rehab farmers were placed on farms with no financial experience and little
farming experience. Without this support they fared very badly and often had to walk off

the land.

A third issue was the lack of command of the English language and British law.

1. A people with little command of the English language were poorly equipped to

understand the implications of what they were told much less to understand it in writing.

2. With little or no understanding of the British law they were easily co-erced into legally
E binding situations which were not in their best interests.




